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2 Difficulties Overcome. 

(and of them only) " that take pleafure 
therein." 

It is, perhaps, greatly owing to this dif- 
interefted love, that the lives of thofe who 
have devoted themfelves to the ftudy and 
contemplation of nature poffefs a charm 
of their own, combining much of lively 
intereft with inftru6lion. The remark- 
able man the ftory of whofe life I am 
about to tell, was of an ardent and enter- 
prifing nature, and a true enthufiaft in 
his chofen purfuit. He was, befide, a 
ftriking inftance of fuccefsful perfever- 
ance overcoming the moft formidable 
obftacles, and gradually winning its up- 
ward courfe above the mifts of obfcurity 
and depreffion. It has been faid that 
narratives drawn from humble life, re- 
cording the a6lions and fufferings, the 
good or evil fortunes of their brethren, 
moft ftrongly rivet the attention of work- 
ing-men and their families. If it be fo, 
it may be permitted me to indulge the 
hope that this little book will find favour 
with the family circle that gathers round 
the mechanic's firefide, and awaken in 
fome young hearts there a generous in- 
tereft in the fortunes of one who fprang 
from among themfelves ; — perchance, in- 
cline them occafionally to employ their 
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leifure hours in the obfervation of nature. 
There was a time when the Spitalfields 
weavers were the firft entomologifts in 
the kingdom, and when the cutlers of 
Sheffield were accuftomed to recreate 
themfelves after a hard day s work by 
breathing the pure air of their furround- 
ing hills while in fearch of infe6ls and 
birds ; nor were the artifans of Norwich 
deficient in a tafte for natural hiftory, 
many of them being fond of giving their 
vacant time to botanizing, as is mentioned 
with complacency by their diftinguifhed 
fellow-citizen. Sir James Smith, in the 
Linnaean Tranfallions} 

Would that a tafte for thefe pure and 
elevating purfuits were more prevalent 
among all claffes of the community, ferv- 
ing, as they do, to multiply our enjoy- 
ments at fo cheap a rate, and leading us, 
by fuch pleafing gradations upwards to 
the contemplation and worfhip of the 
great God, the Father and Preferver of 
all, making us, fo to fpeak, partakers of 
His own delights, for "The Lord rejoiceth 
in the works of His hands." 

Alexander Wilfon was bom at Paifley, 
on the 6th of July, 1766. His father, 
who was a weaver in that town, bore a 

1 See voL ii, 315. 
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high chara6ler as a man of ftri6l honefty 
and induftrious habits, united to much 
good fenfe and fuperior intelligence. He 
was, in confequence, "greatly refpefted 
by all who knew him throughout a very 
long life." Alexander was the eldeft fon 
of this worthy man, who appears to have 
cheriihed the hope that he might fome 
day become a minifter of the Gofpel, — a 
deftiny regarded by every devout Scottifh 
peafant as the higheftand beft to which the 
heart of man can afpire. Wilfon alludes 
to thefe early hopes in a poem written 
many years after, evidently defcriptive of 
himfelf. 

**His parents faw, with partial fond delight, 
Unfolding genius crown their foft'ring care, 
And talked with tears, of that enrapturing fight, 
When, clad in fable gown, with folemn air 
The walls of God*s own houfe Ihould echo back his prayer." 

That he might receive an education 
appropriate to fuch views, the boy, when 
very young, was placed under the care 
of Mr. Barlas, a ftudent of divinity ; but 
his profpefts of thus acquiring a liberal 
education were fpeedily cut fhort by the 
death of his mother, which occurred when 
he was little more than ten years old. 
That melancholy event left Wilfon*s fa- 
ther burdened with the charge of a young 
and helplefs family, to minifter to whofe 



Wilfon the Omithologijl, 5 

wants the foftering care of womanhood 
was indifpenfable. The widower accord- 
ingly married again, and foon had the 
profpect of a fecond family. Thefe frefh 
claims rendered it impoffible that he 
(hould incur much expenfe in the educa- 
tion of his eldeft fon, and the idea of 
bringing him up for the church was re- 
nounced. What progress he had made 
in his ftudies does not appear, but we 
learn from himfelf that a tafte for litera- 
ture was thus early implanted ; and it is 
delightful to find him in after years, when 
he had attained to honeft independence 
and to fame, afcribing his success to pa- 
ternal care. In a letter, dated February 
25, 181 1, written juft after the firft vo- 
lume of his great work had been pub- 
lifhed, he fays, "for my fuccefs I have 
to thank the goodnefs of a kind father, 
whofe attention to my education in early 
life, as well as the books then put into 
my hands, firft gave my mind a bias to- 
wards reliihing the paths of literature, 
and the charms and magnificence of na- 
ture. Thefe, it is true, particularly the 
latter, have made me a wanderer in life ; 
but they have alfo enabled me to fupport 
an honeft and refpe6lable fituation in 
the world, and have been the fources of 
almoft all my enjoyments" 
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At the age of thirteen, Wilfon was 
bound apprentice for three years, as a 
weaver, to William Duncan, who had mar- 
ried his eldeft filler. It is evident that 
the fenfitive lad, inclined to imaginative 
feelings and purfuits, had little difpofition 
for the profaic and mechanical avocation 
to which he was deftined. On the ex- 
piration of his apprenticelhip, he wrote 
upon his indentures thefe lines :— 

"Be't kent to a* the warld in rhyme 
That wi' right mickle wark an toil. 
For three lang years Tve ferv*t my time, 
Whiles feafled wi* the hazel oil'* — Auguft^ 1782. 

Yet he continued working as a journey- 
man weaver for four or five years, during 
which time he lived partly in Paifley, and 
partly in the village of Loch Winnoch, 
whither his father had removed. In the 
romantic neighbourhood of the latter 
place he compofed many of his earlier 
poems, which are chiefly defcriptive of 
the beauties of natural fcenery. One of 
the befl of them is, " The Difconfolate 
Wren,'' and it is interefling as fhowing 
an accurate obfervation of the nature and 
manners of the birds mentioned. It is 
evident that thus early the young poet- 
naturalift was feeling the promptings of 
his innate genius, and yielding himfelf to 
the witching influence of the admiration 
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of nature amid thofe mountains, valleys, 
and ftreams which have long been im- 
mortalized in verfe. His feelings and 
habits at that period he defcribes thus : — 

"Here oft, beneath the fhade, I lonely ftray 
When morning opes, or evening fhuts the day ; 
Or when, more black than ni^ht, flem Fate appears 
With all her train of pale, delponding fears, — 
The winding walk, the folitary wood. 
The uncoum grotto, melancholy, rude ; 
My refiige there, the attending mufe to call, 
Or in Pope*s lofty page to lofe them alL" 

There is a plaintive tone about thefe 
lines which indicates another peculiarity 
in his temperament, — a tendency to de- 
fpondency and depreffion, which con- 
tinued through life occafionally to over- 
fhadow his Ipirit. This was probably 
owing, in a confiderable meafure, to the 
keen fufceptibility of his feelings, which 
rendered him too fenfitive to bear, with- 
out fuffering, the trials of life. Yet, al- 
though he frequently fank into fits of 
deep melancholy, — and his letters to 
friends fhow that he endured much from 
morbid fenfibility, — he was never known 
to feek relief in diffipation or foolifh re- 
velry. His inftinftive averfion to con- 
finement caufed him, indeed, to manifeft 
increafing diflike to his occupation, and 
brought down upon him the charge of a 
tendency to idlenefs. He pined, in fact* 
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for more congenial purfuits, and looked 
around with the feeling of an imprifoned 
bird that longs to foar aloft and wing its 
free courfe through the azure fields of a 
boundlefs horizon. 

After a time Wilfon returned to Paifley, 
where he worked in company with Mr. 
David Brodie, afterwards a fchoolmafter, 
in a two-loom shop. One of his biogra- 
phers (Sir W. Jardine) gives the follow- 
ing pleafant account of the friendfhip 
formed between the two : — " So referved 
was the difpofition of the man, that nearly 
three weeks elapsed before the fellow- 
operatives entered into converfation, and 
commenced that friendlhip which neither 
time nor diftance could obliterate. Bro- 
die being his fuperior in education, was 
of much ufe in his ftudies of the Latin 
claffics; and in addition to thefe, he at 
this period perufed fome of the moft 
efteemed Englifh poets. Much of his 
time, while working at his dreary talk, 
was taken up with thefe favourites, and 
many a broken thread was the confe- 
quence. The fame acquaintance de- 
fcribed him as of a very thoughtful turn 
of mind, conftantly thinking aloud and 

fiving vent to poetical effufions, which 
is keen imagination applied to the lead- 
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ing incidents of the day, or to the beau- 
ties of his laft rural ramble. He would 
often indulge in abftraftion or reverie, 
and delighted in what may be termed 
day-dreams ; fo great was the pleafure 
he enjoyed in fuch fancies, that he would 
frequently retire to bed during the day 
with the hope of indulging and following 
up thefe impreffions." 

In the mean time, William Duncan 
having gone to live at Queensbury on 
the Forth, Wilfon followed him thither, 
and, after working with him a Ihort time 
at his trade, agreed to accompany him 
in an excurfion he had refolved to make 
through the eaftern diftrifts of Scotland. 
The refult of this journey was that Wil- 
fon, determined if poffible to get free 
from the irkfome drudgery of the loom, 
took up with the trade of a packman, or 
travelling pedlar. With a light heart he 
commenced this new career, direfting his 
route through the Lothians to Edinburgh 
and Dunbar, from whence, having croffed 
the Forth, he travelled over the county 
of Fife, intent upon a double miffion, 
felling his muflins, and foliciting fubfcrip- 
tions to a volume of poems which he was 
determined on publilhing, although (as it 
is hinted) not much encouraged thereto 
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by the private criticifms of his friends. 
His hopes and purpofes were recorded 
in a journal which he kept during this 
excurfion, and which commenced, in a 
ftrain of mingled jeft and earneft, thus : 
"As youth is the moft favourable time 
to eftablifh a man's good fortune in the 
world, and as his succefs in life depends 
in a great meafure on his prudent endea- 
vours and unwearied perfeverance, I have 
refolved to make one bold pufh for the 
united interefts of pack and poems. Nor 
can any one juftly blame me for it, fince 
experience has convinced me that the 
merit I am poiTeffed of (which is cer- 
tainly confiderable) might lie for ever 
buried in obfcurity, without fuch an at- 
tempt. I have, therefore, fitted up a 
proper budget, confiding of filks, muf- 
lins, prints, etc., for the accommodation 
of thofe good people who may prove my 
cuftomers, — a fufficient quantity of pro- 
pofals for my poetical friends, and, to 
prevent thofe tedious harangues which 
otherwife I (hould be obliged to deliver 
at every threfhold, I have, according to 
the cuftom of the moft polite pedlars, 
committed the contents of my pack to a 
handbill, though in a ftyle fomewhat 
remote from any I have yet feen. 
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Advefti/enunt Extraordinary, 

I. 
"Fair ladies, I pray, for one moment to flay 
Until, with fubmiflion I tell you. 
What muflins fo curious, for ufes fo various, 
A poet has here brought to fell you. 

II. 
Here's handkerchiefs charming, book-muilinslike ermine, 
Brocaded, ftrip'd, corded, and checked ; 
Sweet Venus,' they fay, on Cupid's birthday. 
In Britifh-made muflins was decVd. 

III. 
If thefe can't content ye, I've others in plenty. 
From one fliilling, up to a dozen. 
That Juno might wear, and more beauteous appear 
When flie means the old Thunderer to cozen. 

IV. 

Now, ye feir, if ye choofe any piece to perufe, 
With pleafure I'll inilantly fliew it ; 
If the pedlar fliould fail to be favoured with iale^ 
Then I hope you'll encourage the poet !" 




CHAPTER 11. 

"Ralph, the peiilar 

bore a curious pack 

Wilh trinkets filled, and had a ready knack 
At coining rhjime." 




5 ILSON perfevered for a pe- 
riod of nearly three years in 
this itinerant life. He had 
ample leifure during that 
time, for reading and writing, 
and indulging in his favourite and fome- 
what mifchievous propenfity to revel in 
day-dreams. He had, befide, opportu- 
nities for feeing many objedls of intereft 
and novelty. One of his pafTions, we 
are told, was to vifit the churchyards 
which came in his way: in this manner 
he collected above three hundred epi- 
taphs, fome of them " very curious." 
The notes of his journal alfo mewed that 
he did not fail to ftudy with ftill keener 
intereft the ways and deeds of living 
men, and that he had an acute percep- 
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tion of human nature, combined with a 
fpecies of dry humour, which is vifible 
throughout all his writings, and peeps 
out, ever and anon, in an amufmg and 
characteriftic manner. For awhile he 
keenly enjoyed the feeling of releafe 
from the toilfome loom, and his perfonal 
friends long remembered with what 
warmth of enthufiafm he fpoke of his 
vifits to the claffic ground of Scottifh 
fong and (lory, and how diligently he 
traced out the localities confecrated by 
the birth or refidence of a glorious chief 
or yet more glorious poet. 

Of the beauties and novelties of the 
fcenery he beheld he gives the moft rap- 
turous defcriptions ; but even all his 
enthufiafm was not proof againft the an- 
noyances he conftantly experienced, and 
the fufferings he had to endure when 
cold and hunger affailed him. In a letter 
to a friend he calls himfelf a " lonely 
pedlar, 'neath a load of filk and forrows 
bent ;'' and elfewhere depifts himfelf en- 
fconced in miferable nighdy quarters : — 

**The dark, damp walls, the roof fcarce covered o'er, 
The wind, keen whillling through the cx)Id bam floor." 

But, worfe than all, he was difappointed 
in his fond hopes of obtaining fubfcribers 
to his volume of poems, and not a few 
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expreflions indicative of deep difappoint- 
ment and wounded pride found their way 
into his notes and letters. He difco- 
vered, too, that the character he had af- 
fumed was, to fay the leaft, regarded as 
a very queftionable one. Writing to his 
old friend, Brodie, he fays : " A pack- 
man is a charafter which none efteem, 
and almoft all defpife. The idea which 
people of all ranks entertain of them 
being that they are mean-fpirited loqua- 
cious liars, cunning and illiterate, watch- 
ing every opportunity and ufing every 
mean art within their power to cheat." 

So great were his fufferings at this 
time, that he had hardly the means to 
procure the neceffaries of life, and, if 
difpofed to indulge in its recreations, he 
was obliged to have recourfe to his ready 
wit. An amufing anecdote of his fruit- 
fulnefs in expedients under the preffure 
of penury ufed to be told by one of his 
acquaintance. Being fond of mufic and 
dancing, and having been invited to a 
convivial party, which he was difpofed 
to join, he found himfelf much at a lofs 
in the article of drefs. It was then the 
fafhion for young men to wear white filk 
(lockings and black kutikens, Anglicfe, 
gaiters. Wilfon was reduced to his laft 
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pair of thread (lockings, worfe for the 
wear and far from immaculate in colour ; 
and being, befides, altogether deficient 
in the matter of gaiters, he fkilfully 
whitened the upper part of the leg with 
chalk, and completed the deception by 
painting the lower in imitation of the 
gaiters. We are affured that, in this di(- 
guife, he figured away with his ufual 
lightnefs of ftep, without his artifice being 
difcovered. As has been faid, a faithful 
picture of his mind and feelings is given 
in the pages of his journal which records 
the daily fcenes of his life at this period, 
and which breathes throughout a high 
spirit of independence and a deteftation 
of everything mean and felfifh. He had 
no grovelling propenfity to indulge in 
the company of the idle or wicked, nor 
does he appear at any time to have 
yielded to evil habits. Throughout life 
he was remarkably temperate in eat* 
ing and drinking, and while his difpofi- 
tion was focial and affectionate, he ever 
(hunned the contamination of low com- 
pany. He appears to have moralized 
with acutenefs, and everywhere to have 
gleaned leffons of caution and practical 
wifdom. The conclufion of this journal 
is interefting, ftiewing that, at that early 
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age, he poffeffed confiderable power of 
defcription, united to a good meafure of 
ftrong, native fenfe : " I have this day 
meafured the height of an hundred ftairs 
and explored the receffes of twice that 
number of habitations ; and what have 
I gained by it ? — only two fhillings of 
worldly pelf ! but an invaluable treafure 
of obfervation,..In this elegant dwelling, 
wrapt up in glittering filks, and ftretched 
on the downy fofa, recline the fair 
daughters of wealth and indolence ; the 
ample mirror, flowery floor, and magnifi- 
cent couch their furrounding attendants, 
while, fufpended in his wiry habitation 
above, the fhrill-piped canary warbles to 
enchanting echoes. Within the confines 
of that fickly hovel, hung round with 
fquadrons of his brother artifl:s, the pale- 
faced weaver plies the refounding lay, 
or launches the melancholy murmuring 
fliuttle; while, in the next miferable hut, 
fit poverty and ever-moaning difeafe, 
clothed in dunghill rags, and fliivering 
over the firelefs chimney, 

"And now, afcending this fl:air, the 
voice of joy burfts on my ear — the bride- 
groom and bride, furrounded by their 
jocund companions, circle the fparkling 
glafs and humorous joke, or join in the 
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raptures of the noify dance. Leaving 
thefe happy mortals, a folemn, a ftriking 
object prefents itfelf to view. The win- 
dows, the furniture, and everything that 
could lend one cheerful thought are hung 
in folemn white ; and there, ftretched pale 
and lifelefs, lies the awful corpfe ; while a 
few weeping friends fit, black and folitary, 
near the breathlefs clay. Opening one 
door, the lonely matron explores, for 
confolation, her bible ; while in the next 
room the wife brawls, the children Ihriek, 
and the poor craven husband bids me 
depart, left his termagant's fury (hould 
vent itfelf on me. In fhort, fuch an in- 
conceivable variety daily prefents itfelf 
to my obfervation in real life, as would, 
if moralized upon, convey more maxims 
of wifdom and give a jufter knowledge 
of mankind, than whole volumes of lives 
and adventures." 

Difappointed in his expeftations, and 
weary of a manner of life fo unfettled, 
Wilfon again returned to Paifley, feeing 
nothing better than to refume his former 
occupation. At this period of his career he 
fell into a flate of great mental depreffion, 
probably fuperinduced by the fatigues and 
expofure he had undergone. He was at- 
tacked by an inflammatory difease, which 
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brought on what appeared to be pulmon- 
ary fymptoms, and he was led to believe 
that his end was approaching. In a very 
touching letter, addreffed to one of his 
friends, he reveals his fecret emotions 
under circumftances of fuch deep diftrefs 
both of body and mind. After faying 
that poverty and difeafe had blighted 
his fond hopes of fame and his anticipa- 
tions of worldly applaufe, he adds : " I 
feel my body decay daily, my fpirits and 
ftrength continually decreafe, and some- 
thing within me tells me that diffolution 
— dreadful diffolution, is not far diflant. 
No heart can conceive the terrors of 
thofe who tremble under the apprehen- 
fion of death. This increafes their love 
of life, and every new advance of the 
King of Terrors overwhelms them with 
defpair. How hard, how difficult, how 
happy to prepare for eternity ! and yet, 
how dreadful to live or die unprepared. 
Oh that I were enabled to make it my 
ftudy to intereft myfelf in His favour 
Who has the keys of hell and of death. 
Then all the vanities of life would ap- 
pear what they really are, and the Ihades 
of death would brighten up a glorious 
path to everlafting manfions of felicity ! 
Thefe are the fincere effufions of my foul, 
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and I hope, through the divine aid, they 
fhall be my future delight, whether health 
fhall again return, or death has left the 
commiffioned dart." 

While reading thefe fimple and evi- 
dently earneft utterances of the young 
man's heart, our fympathy is awakened, 
and while we feel for him, the thought 
prefents itfelf that to each of us also the 
fame folemn appeal muft, fooner or later, 
come home with power : " Prepare to 
meet thy God." 

Wilfon rallied after a while from this 
ficknefs, and with returning health his 
interefts in his former purfuits revived, 
and he refumed his pen under more 
favourable aufpices. Through means of 
fome companions he was introduced to 
a debating fociety in Edinburgh, before 
which he made addreffes in poetry, and 
feveral pieces which he wrote for it are 
among the beft of his juvenile produc- 
tions. One of the queftions propofed for 
difcuffion was, the comparative merits of 
Allan Ramfay and Robert Fergufon ; the 
theme interefted Wilfon, and he deter- 
mined to try his powers upon it. Having 
borrowed (for he was too poor to pur-^ 
chafe it) a copy of Fergufon's poems, 
and with incredible exertions finifhed a 
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very long web of filk-gauze in a few days 
(which would have been the labour of a 
week to an ordinary workman) he ftudied 
his author, compofed his effay, and ar- 
rived in Edinburgh in time to fhare the 
difcuffion. His piece, "The Laurel Dif- 
puted," awarded the palm to Fergufon, 
but the audience judged differently. He 
feems, at this time, to have formed some 
congenial affociations in the capital, and 
he afterwards contributed to fome of the 
literary periodicals of the day. His poem 
of Watty and Meg, the moft fuccefsful 
produ6lion of his mufe, was written in 
1792. It appeared at the fame time as 
Tarn d Shanter of Burns, to whom it 
was, at firft, attributed. The originals of 
Watty and Meg were a worthy couple of 
the poet s acquaintance. When the good 
dame reprefented as Meg read the piece, 
fhe exclaimed to her husband : " D ye 
ken what Sandy Wilfon has done ? — he 
has poemd us !" 

His townsfolk feem to have greatly 
relifhed fome of his effufions, and we are 
told they became "the nightly fubjefts 
of difcuffion in the clubs and bookfhops 
of Pailley." To be " poem'd" by Wilfon 
was regarded as an honour, and he was 
not unfrequently importuned to gratify 
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in this manner the vanity of his com- 
rades. On one occafion he found him- 
felf preffed very hard for an epitaph by 
a lucklefs wight, who had the reputation 
among his fellows of excelling in little 
except, to ufe an expreffive Scotch word, 
daundering dhout the hedgerows on Sun- 
days in fearch of birds* nefts. After 
much importuning, Wilfon complied, and 
hit off the following : — 

"Below this llane John Allan rests, 
An honest foul — though plain : 
He fought hail Sabbath-days for nests 
But always fought in vain !" 

Well had it been for our young rhyme- 
fter had he confined himfelf to fuch 
harmlefs fallies as this, when indulging 
his turn for fatire ; but, unhappily, he 
wielded that dangerous weapon in an un- 
juftifiable manner. The revolution in 
France was juft then at its height, and, 
as is well known, it exerted a ftrong 
influence on the minds of all ranks in 
this country. So ftrong, indeed, that it 
menaced the focial order of fociety among 
us, awakening the lively fympathies of a 
party who regarded it as the commence- 
ment of a new and glorious era of politi- 
cal freedom. Wilfon entered keenly into 
thefe views, and, forgetful of the Scrip- 
tural admonition, " Meddle not with them 
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that are given to change/* affociated 
himfelf with thofe who called themfelves 
" the Friends of the People." Regard- 
lefs of the danger of fuch proceedings at 
a time of public irritation and alarm, he 
iffued many political fquibs condemna- 
tory of men and meafures, and went fo 
far as to write a piece of fevere perfonal 
fatire againft a refpeftable individual in 
Paifley, at whofe inftance he Was profe- 
cuted, imprifoned, and compelled pub- 
licly to burn the offenfive poem. 

The punifhment of this foolifh and re- 
prehenfible aft, feems to have operated 
in a falutary manner upon Wilfon ; on 
ferious refleftion he became convinced 
of his error, and with a feeling that does 
honour to his heart, was anxious to make 
the beft amends in his power to thofe 
whom he had aggrieved. Before leaving 
Paifley for America he went to the per- 
fons he had fatirized, and acknowledg- 
ing his fault, requefted their forgivenefs. 
Many years after, not long before his 
death, a coUeftion of his fatirical pieces 
coming into his hands, he threw them 
into the fire, exclaiming : " These were 
the fins of my youth, and had I taken 
my good old father's advice, they would 
never have feen the light." It ftiould 
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feem that his maturer judgment pro- 
nounced no very favourable verdi6l upon 
the early produ6lions of his mufe ; for 
Mr. Ord, his American friend and bio- 
grapher, relates that he had feen a copy 
of thefe poems in which Wilfon had in- 
fcribed the following words : " I publifhed 
thefe poems when only two and twenty ; 
— an age more abundant in fail than in 
ballajl. Reader, let this foften the rigour 
of criticifm a little/' Dated, Gray's Ferry, 
July 6, 1804. The volume went through 
two fmall o6lavo editions, but its author 
reaped no benefit from its publication. 

In common with many of the malcon- 
tents of the time, Wilfon now liftened 
with eagernefs to the flattering accounts 
of America, and perfuaded himfelf that 
" among the people only who maintained 
the do6lrine of an equality of rights 
could political juftice and happinefs be 
found." It is alfo highly probable that 
the fufpicion he had incurred on account 
of his rafh conduct, together with the 
galling fenfe of the public expofure he 
had undergone, made him impatient to 
leave the fcenes of his difappointment 
and chagrin, and to try his fortune in 
the land of boailed freedom and equality. 
After a confiderable period of uncer- 
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tainty he finally came to this decifion, 
but a delay of fome months was occa- 
fioned by his inability to procure the 
funds requifite to pay his paffage. It is 
faid that for this purpofe he worked with 
intenfe diligence at the loom, at the fame 
time allowing himfelf only one fhilling 
a week for fubfiftence. His obje6l was 
at length effected, and he had no more 
to do but to bid farewell to his friends 
and retrace a few of his old favourite 
haunts ; then, accompanied by his nephew, 
W. Duncan, a lad of fixteen years, he 
went to Belfaft, where he embarked, as 
a deck-paffenger, on board a veffel bound 
for Newcaftle, in the State of Delaware. 




CHAPTER III. 

"The world wag «]1 before him, where to choore." 



FTER a paflage of twenty- 
two days, Wilfon arrived in 
America, on the 14th of July, 
1794. A ftranger, in a ftrange 
land, he found himfelf with- 
out a friend on whofe counfels and hof- 
pitality he could rely, without a fingle 
letter of introdu6lion in his pocket, and 
pofleffed of but a few (hillings. He was 
now, however, free — and that delightful 
thought fent a fwlft current of joy and 
hope through every vein. Landing at 
Newcaftle, and Ihouldering his fowling- 
piece — luckily he was an expert marks- 
man — he dire6led his courfe towards 
Philadelphia, a diftance of about thirty- 
three miles. Relating, in after days, the 
events that befell him during this part 
of his hiflory, he defcribed, in vivid Ian- 
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guage, his delight at fight of the firft 
bird that croffed his path when he was 
entering the forefts of Delaware. It was 
a red-headed woodpecker, which he (hot 
and confidered the moft beautiful bird 
he had ever beheld. 

In his firft letter home, after defcribing 
the incidents of the voyage, he continues : 
— " About feven at night, having had a 
good breeze all day, we caft anchor at a 
place called Reedy Island, and arrived at 
Newcaftle next day, about noon, where 
we were as happy as mortals could be ; 
and learning that Wilmington was only 
five miles by the river, we fet out on 
foot, through a flat, woody country, that 
looked in every refpect like a new world 
to us, from the great profufion of fruit 
that overhung our heads, the ftrange 
birds, ftirubs, etc., and at length came to 
Wilmington, which lies on the fide of a 
hill, about a mile from the Delaware, and 
may be about as large as Renfrew, or 
perhaps larger. We could hear of no 
employment there in our bufinefs, and 
from thence proceeded to Philadelphia, 
twenty-nine miles diftant. We met with 
three weavers by the way, who live very 
quiet and well enough, but had no place 
for us. At length we came within fight 
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of Philadelphia, which lies fomething 
like Glafgow, but on a much flatter piece 
of ground, extending in breadth along 
the Delaware for near three miles. Here 
we made a more vigorous fearch for 
weavers, and found, to our aftonifhment, 
that, though the city contained between 
forty and fifty thoufand people, there are 
not twenty weavers among the whole, 
and thefe had no conveniences for jour- 
neymen, nor feemed to wifh for any. So, 
after we had fpent every farthing we 
had, and faw no hopes of anything in 
that way, we took the firft offer of em- 
ployment we could find and have con- 
tinued fo fince. 

^* The weather here is fo extremely 
hot, that, even though writing in an open 
room and dreffed lightly, and though 
it is near eleven at night, I am wet with 
fweat. Judge, then, what it must be at 
noon with ^11 kinds of tradefmen that 
come to this country ; none with lefs 
encouragement than weavers. Neceffi- 
ties of life are here very high ; flour, 
nearly double the price it is in Scotland ; 
beef, ninepence of their currency (which 
is about fixpence of ours) ; flioes, two 
dollars and a half; and houfe-rents are 
moft exorbitantly high. I was told yef- 
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terday, by a perfon who had come imme- 
diately from Wafhington, that that city 
does not contain above two dozen of 
houfes, and if it come not fafler on than 
they have done, it won't contain one thou- 
fand inhabitants thefe twenty years. (!) 
As we paffed through the woods in our 
way to Philadelphia, I did not obferve 
one bird fuch as thofe in Scotland, but 
all much richer in colours. We faw 
great numbers of fquirrels, fnakes about 
a yard long, and red birds, fome of which 
I fhot for our curiofity...Wifhing you 
both as much happinefs as this world 
can afford, I remain, your affeftionate 
son, "A. Wilson." 

Finding fome difficulty in procuring a 
livelihood in Philadelphia at any of the 
occupations to which he had been accuf- 
tomed, he introduced himfelf to a Scotch- 
man, Mr. J. Aitkin, who gave him a 
temporary employment in his own bufi- 
nefs, that of a copper plate printer. 

This occupation he relinquifhed, and 
refumed his old trade as a weaver, firft 
at Pennypack, then in Virginia, and 
afterwards again in Pennypack. In the 
autumn of 1795 he had recourfe for a 
time to his former occupation, and tra- 
velled as a pedlar, on a fort of trading 
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expedition, through the north part of the 
State of New Jerfey, with an acquaint- 
ance. He had tolerable succefs, and kept 
a journal, in which he fketched, with 
confiderable fpirit, the manners of the 
people, and took notes of the moft re- 
markable natural produ6lions and ani- 
mals that attrafted his attention. 

From this period to about iSchd, all 
his letters to friends in Scotland appear 
to have been deftroyed, and compara- 
tively little is known of his courfe. It is, 
however, evident that he had to ftruggle 
with hardfhips and difficulties which it 
required no fmall amount of ftout-heart- 
ednefs and refolution to encounter, with- 
out fuccumbing. At firft, indeed, he wrote 
in encouraging terms, defcribing America 
as a "good country," and bidding his 
friends who were difpofed to try their 
fortune there not be difcouraged, " if 
flout and healthy a man need not dif- 
pond ; if he be a weaver, and cannot get 
employment at his own bufmefs, there 
are a thoufand others which will offer, 
and he will fave as much as he can in 
Scotland and live ten times better; when 
I look around me on the abundance 
which everyone here enjoys, and think on 
my poor countrymen, I cannot help feel- 
ing forrowful at the contr^ft " 
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Returned from his wanderings in New 
Jerfey, he opened a fchool in the neigh- 
bourhood of Frankfort, in Pennfylvania ; 
but becoming diffatisfied with the fitua- 
tion, removed to Mileftown, Philadel- 
phia, and taught in the fchoolhoufe of 
that village. There he remained for 
feveral years, in the induftrious perform- 
ance of his duties, for the proper dif- 
charge of which he was anxious to qualify 
himfelf ; and feeling his information on 
many points exceedingly inadequate, he 
applied with great diligence to various 
ftudies, and acquired a very confiderable 
knowledge in mathematics, folely by his 
own exertions. A part of his leifure 
time was employed in furveying land for 
the farmers in the neighbourhood, by 
which means he added to his fcanty in- 
come. Thefe united exertions, however, 
were not fufficient to procure the fupply 
even of his moderate requirements, and 
his difcouraging profpects are gloomily 
depifted in a letter to his friend, Mr. 
Ord : — ** I keep" (fays he) " a fchool, at 
1 2s. a quarter, York currency, with thirty- 
five fcnolars, and pay 1 2^. per week for 
board, and 4?. additional for wafhing, 
and 4?. a week for my horfe. . . I have no 
company, and live unknowing and un- 
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known. I have loft all relifh for this 
country, and if heaven fpare me, I fhall 
foon fee again the fhores of Old Cale- 
donia." 

Happily this was but the expreflion of 
a temporary depreflion. It was his dif- 
pofition (as one of his friends remarked) 
to be " foon up and foon down," and a 
time was approaching when he was at 
length to emerge from obfcurity and to 
find happinefs in the purfuit of an objeft 
which had ever poffeffed the utmoft 
charms for him. In the meantime his 
heart remained true in its attachment to 
thofe whom he had left in his "far father- 
land ;" and his letters evince a tender 
intereft in their well-being, combined 
with an honeft and manly fpirit of con- 
fcious reftitude, which are truly pleafing. 
In a letter to his father, dated from 
Mileftown, Auguft 1798, after giving a 
view of the ftate of politics, and a fketch 
of the manners of thofe among whom he 
refided, he thus proceeds : — " I fhould be 
very happy, dear parents, to hear from 
you, and how my brothers and fifters are, 
I hope David will be a good lad, and 
take his father's advice in every diffi- 
culty. If he does, I can tell him he will 
never repent it; if he does not, he may 
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regret it bitterly, with tears. This is the 
advice of a brother who loves him fin- 
cerely. I (hould wifh alfo that he would 
endeavour to improve himfelf in fome 
ufeful parts of learning, to read books of 
information and tafte, without which a 
man in any country is a clod-pole ; but 
beyond everything elfe let him cherifh 
the deepeft gratitude to God, and affec- 
tionate refpeft for his parents. In the 
experience I have had among mankind, 
I can affure him that fuch conduct will 
fecure him many friends, and fupport him 
under misfortunes ; for if he live he mull 
meet with them — they are the lot of 
life." 

Nor, amidft all his various changes, 
ftruggles, and toils, did Wilfon forget or 
negleft the interefts of his nephew, W. 
Duncan, the young man who had accom- 
panied him from England. While living 
at Mileftown, he journeyed on foot nearly 
eight hundred miles into the State of New 
York, to vifit him in a farm which they 
had purchafed in common, and where 
Duncan having fettled, fent for his family 
from Scotland. What deep and even 
fatherly intereft he took in the well-being 
of this little colony, which he had been 
the means of tranfporting into a foreign 
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foil, is apparent from the following letter, 
which enables us to fee his chara6ler in 
a moft favourable and even endearing 
afpe6l. 

" My dear friend and nephew, — I wifh 
you could find a leifure hour in the even^ 
ing to give the children, particularly 
Mary, fome inftruftion in reading, and 
Alexander in writing and accounts. 
Don't be difcouraged though they make 
but flow progrefs in both, but perfevere 
a little every evening. I think you can 
hardly employ an hour at night to better 
purpose. If I live and come to be with 
you, I fliall take that burden off your 
fhoulders. Be the conftant friend and 
counfellor of your little colony, to affift 
them in their difficulties, encourage them 
in their defpondencies, and make them 
as happy as circumftances will allow. 
To have a mother, brothers and fifters, 
in a foreign country, looking up to you 
as their beft friend and fupporter, places 
you in a dignified point of view. The 
future remembrance of your kind duty 
to them now, will, in the hour of your 
own diftrefs, be as a healing angel of 
peace to your mind. Do everything 
poffible to make your houfe comfortable ; 
fortify the garrifon at every point ; flop 

D 
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every crevice that may let in that chill- 
ing vifitant, the roaring, bluftering north- 
weft; heap up fires big enough for an 
Indian war-feaft ; keep the flour-barrel 
full ; bake loaves like H amies Head,^ 
make the loom thunder and the pot boil, 
and your fnug little cabin re-echo nothing 
but founds of domeftic felicity. I ftiaU 
do everything I have faid ; for which 
purpofe I fliall keep night-fchool this 
winter, and retain every farthing but 
what neceffity requires. Depend upon 
me. 

Again, he writes : — " I fucceed toler- 
ably well, and feem to gain in the efteem 
of the people about. I am glad of 
it, becaufe I hope it will put it in my 
power to clear the road a little before 
you, and banifli defpondence from your 
heart. Be affured that I will ever as 
cheerfully contribute to your relief in 
difficulties as I will rejoice with you in 
profperity. But we have nothing to fear. 
One hundred bufliels of wheat, to be 
fure, is no great marketing ; but, has it 
not been expended in the fupport of your 
family thrown upon you in a foreign 
country ? Robert Bums, when the mice 
nibbled away his corn, faid : — 

1 The name of a rock near Paifley. 
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**ril get a blefling wi' the lave, 

And never milT't" 

Where he expelled one you may a 
thoufand. Robin, by his own confeffion, 
ploughed up his mice out of * ha' and 
hame/ You have built for your little 
wanderers a * cozie bield/ where none 
dare moleft them. There is more true 
greatnefs in the affe6lionate exertions 
which you have made for their fubfift- 
ence and fupport than the bloody cata- 
logue of heroes can boaft." 

Seeing no profpe6l of improving his 
fituation at Mileftown, Wilfon, about the 
beginning of the year 1802 removed to 
a village in New Jerfey ; where, however, 
he had remained but a (hort time, when 
he was induced to enter into an engage- 
ment with the truftees of Union School, 
at a place called Gray's Ferry, about four 
miles from Philadelphia. This proved 
to be the laft, as it was the mod fortu- 
nate, of his migrations. It placed him 
in the immediate neighbourhood of men 
who were capable of appreciating his 
genius, and both able and willing to affift 
him. His fchool and dwelling houfe were 
but a fhort diftance from the Botanic 
Gardens of Meffrs. Bartram of King- 
fefs, on the weftern bank of the river 
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Schuylkill, a fequeftered place, offering 
many attraftions to a man of Wilfon's 
calibre, and which he defcribed as " con- 
taining almoft everything rare, ufeful, 
and beautiful in the vegetable kingdom 
of this weftern continent, and where the 
murderous gun fcarce ever intrudes, and 
the orioles revel without reftraint through 
thickets of aromatic flowers and bloffoms, 
and, heedlefs of the bufy gardener that 
labours below, fufpend their nefts, in per- 
fe6l fecurity, on the branches over his 
head." 

He was not long in forming an ac- 
quaintance with the venerable owner of 
this beautiful retreat, Mr. W. Bartram, 
which ripened by degrees into a friend- 
(hip that continued ** uninterrupted and 
without the leaft abatement until fevered 
by death." Here it was, fays Mr. Ord, 
that " Wilfon found himfelf tranflated (as 
it were) into a new exiftence, and he was 
now able to receive the inftruftions of 
one whom the experience of a long life 
fpent in travel and rural retirement had 
rendered well qualified to teach." This 
excellent man feems to have quickly dif- 
covered the bent of his new friend's mind, 
and its congeniality with his own ferved 
to draw them together in the bonds of a 
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common enthufiafm. Each had found in 
the ftudy of nature and the contempla- 
tion of her fimple beauties more happi- 
nefs than in any other gratification, and 
Wilfon, who tells us that " almoft from 
infancy he had (hewn a fondnefs for birds, 
and been little lefs than an enthufiaft in 
his refearches for them," was delighted 
to find one who (hared his predilections, 
and who had already publiftied by far 
the mod complete work on the ornitho- 
logy of America that had then appeared. 
In Mr. Lawfon, the engraver, Wilfon 
found another well-wifher and friend, and 
at his inftigation it was he firft turned 
his thoughts to the art of drawing. This . 
idea feems to have been originally fug- 
gefted in the hope of diverting him from 
a diftreffing attack of defpondency, which 
fo much alarmed thofe around him as to 
awaken ferious apprehenfions of mental 
difeafe. ' They attributed his malady, in 
fome degree, to^ the habits he had ac- 
quired during his folitary mode of life. 
He was " addifted to the writing of 
verfes and to mufic," and a dreamy fenti- 
mentality threatened to undermine his 
naturally vigorous powers. H is fagacious 
friends faw it was defirable to give a new 
turn to his thoughts and to find him fome 
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more cheerful recreation. To lay afide 
the flute for the pencil was their advice, 
and they gave him flcetches of the human 
figure and landfcapes to copy. But there 
was no charm in thefe to elicit his flum- 
bering genius, and he threw them afide 
in difguft:, pronouncing himfelf too old at 
forty to learn a new craft. 

" Try birds," faid Mr. Bartram, and he 
opened his portfolio, filled with original 
flcetches by his own hand. It was like 
the touch of the magician's wand ! Love 
gave him flcill, and, to the furprife and 
delight of his admiring counfellors, he 
prefented them with life-like portraits of 
his winged favourites. " All the ener- 
gies of his foul were now aroufed ; he 
law, fo to fpeak, the day-fpring of a new 
creation, and from being the humble fol- 
lower of his infl:ru(5lors, he was foon 
qualified to lead the way in the charm- 
ing art of imitating the works of the 
Great Original." 




CHAPTER IV. 



** If I fail, I (hall at leafl leave a linall beacon to point out 
v^ere I periflied," 




S he proceeded in his ftudies 
and attained greater profi- 
ciency with his pencil, Wil- 
fon*s knowledge and love of 
ornithology increafed, and at 
length he determined to devote himfelf 
entirely to its purfuit, and conceived the 
idea of making a complete colle6lion of 
native birds. The firft intimation of this 
purpofe we find in a letter written by 
him to a friend at Paifley, in June 1803 ; 
he fays : " Clofe application to the duties 
of my profeffion, which I have followed 
fince November 1795, has deeply injured 
my conftitution ; the more fo that my 
rambling difpofition was the word adapted 
of any one's in the world for the auftere 
regularity of a teacher's life. I have 
had many purfuits fince I left Scotland 
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—mathematics, the German language, 
mufic, drawing, etc., and am now about 
to make a coUeftion of all our fineft 
birds/' 

No plan, however, appears at this time 
to have been matured for commencing his 
great work ; but he was labouring hard and 
daily adding to an already large collection 
of drawings, and with what zeal and de- 
light his ftudies were profecuted is appa- 
rent in the following extraft from a letter 
to his friend, Mr. Bartram : " ...I fome- 
times fmile to think that, while others 
are immerfed in deep fchemes of fpecu- 
lation and aggrandizement, in building 
towns and purchafing plantations, I am 
entranced in contemplation over the 
plumage of a lark, or gazing, like a de- 
fpairing lover, on the lineaments of an 
owl. While others are hoarding up their 
bags of money without the power of en- 
joying it, I am coUefting, without injur- 
ing my confcience, or wounding my peace 
of mind, those beautiful fpecimens of 
nature's works that are for ever pleafing. 
I have had live crows, hawks, and owls ; 
opoffums, fquirrels, fnakes, lizards, etc., 
fo that my room has fometimes reminded ^ 
me of Noah's ark ; but Noah had a wife 
in one corner of it, and, in this particu- 
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lar, our parallel does not altogether tally. 
I receive every obje6l of natural hiftory 
that is brought to me ; and though they 
do not march into my ark from all quar- 
ters, as they did into that of our great 
anceftor, yet I find means, by the diftri- 
bution of a few fivepenny bits^ to make 
them find the way faft enough. A boy, 
not long ago, brought me a large bafket- 
full of crows. I expe6l his next will be 
bull-frogs, if I don't foon iffue orders to 
the contrary. One of my boys caught a 
moufe in fchool, a few days ago, and di- 
rectly marched up to me with his prifoner. 
I fet about drawing it that fame evening; 
and all the while the pantings of its little 
heart fhewed it to be in the mod extreme 
agonies of fear. I had intended to kill 
it, in order to fix it in the claws of a 
ftuffed owl ; but happening to fpill a few 
drops of water near where it was tied, it 
lapped it up with fuch eagernefs, and 
looked in my face with fuch an eye of 
fupplicating terror as perfeftly overcame 
me. I immediately untied and reftored 
it to life and liberty. The agonies of a 
prifoner at the ftake, while the fire and 
inftruments of torment are preparing, 
could not be more fevere than the fuffer- 
ings of that poor moufe; and infignificant 
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as the object was, I felt at that moment 
the fweet fenfations that mercy leaves 
on the mind when (he triumphs over 
cruelty." 

Many were the hours he fpent in 
fearching the woodlands around his 
abode, gun-in-hand ; and in this manner 
ftudied (to ufe his own words) in " the 
great aviary of nature." Here is one of 
his life-like (ketches of " The Golden 
Woodpecker." 

"In rambling through the woods one 
day, I chanced to (hoot one of thefe birds, 
and wounded him (lightly on the wing. 
Finding him in full feather, and feem- 
ingly but little hurt, I took him home, 
and put him into a large cage, made of 
willows, intending to keep him in my own 
room, that we might become better ac- 
quainted. As foon as he found himfelf 
enclofed on all fides, he loft no time in 
idle fluttering, but throwng himfelf againft 
the bars of the cage, began inftantly to 
demoli(h the willows, battering them 
with great vehemence, and uttering a 
loud, piteous kind of cackling, fimilar to 
that of a hen when alarmed. Poor Baron 
Trenck never laboured with more eager 
diligence at the walls of his prifon than 
this fon of the foreft in his exertions for 
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liberty; and he exercifed his powerful 
bill with fuch force, digging into the 
fticks, fiezing and (baking them fo from 
fide to side, that he foon opened for him- 
felf a paffage ; and though I repeatedly 
repaired the breach and barricaded every 
opening in the bed manner I could, yet, 
on my return into the room, I always 
found him at large, climbing up the chairs 
or running about the floor, where, from 
the dexterity of his motions, moving 
backward, forward, and fidewife, with 
the same facility, it became difficult to 
catch him again. Having placed him in 
a ftrong iron-wire cage, he feemed to give 
up all hopes of making his escape, and 
foon became very tame, fed on young ears 
of Indian corn and feveral kinds of ber- 
ries. He was beginning to become very 
amufing, and even fociable, when, after 
a lapse of feveral weeks, he drooped and 
died, as I conceived from the effects of 
his wound." 

After due deliberation in his own mind, 
Wilfon divulged his fcheme of illuftrating 
the ornithology of the United States to 
his venerable friend Mr. Bartram, who 
entered warmly into his views. He next 
communicated his intention to Mr. Law- 
fon, the engraver of the work, to whom 
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he wrote thus : — " I am mod earneftly 
bent on purfuing my plan of making a 
collection of all the birds in this part of 
North America. Now, I don't want you 
to throw cold water, as Shakefpeare fays, 
on this notion. Quixotic as it may appear* 
I have been fo long accuftomed to the 
building of airy caftles and brain wind- 
mills, that it has become one of my earthly 
comforts— a sort of rough bone that 
amuses me when fated with the dull 
drudgery of life." It feems that this 
cautious friend hinted his fears that the 
pecuniary difficulties which flood in the 
way of this enterprise were too great to 
be lightly incurred. He evidently trem- 
bled left the uncalculating zeal of Wilfon 
fhould involve him in embarrafsments 
from which it would be impoffible he 
ftiould extricate himfelf. Turning, how- 
ever, a deaf ear to thefe prudential cal- 
culations, our enthufiaft fet them down 
for " the maxims of a cold, calculatincf, 
contemptible philofophy." and with tlfe 
more refolute determination, applied his 
energies to the arduous tafk. 

In the month of October 1804, accom- 
panied by two friends, he fet out, on a 
pedeftrian journey, to the far-famed Falls 
of Niagara. Arrived upon its banks, he 



Wilfon the Omittiologijl. 45 

gazed on the wild and wondrous scene 
with a rapture bordering on diftraction, 
and ever after declared that language 
was quite inadequate to convey a true 
idea of that magnificent cataract. There, 
in its favourite haunts, he beheld the moft 
beautiful of his tribe in that part of the 
world, and the adopted emblem of Ame- 
rica, the Bald Eagle. His defcription of 
this bird has been admired as one of his 
moft exquifite portraitures ; and, fure that 
it cannot fail to charm the reader, I give 
it here. 

" Elevated on the high dead limb of 
fome gigantic tree that commands a 
wide view of the neighbouring ftiore 
and ocean, this diftinguiftied bird feems 
calmly to contemplate the motions of the 
various feathered tribes that purfue their 
bufy avocations below : the fnow-white 
gulls flowly winnowing the air ; the bufy 
tringoe, courfing along the fands ; trains 
of ducks ftreaming over the furface ; 
filent and watchful cranes, intent and 
wading ; clamorous crows ; and all the 
winged multitudes that fubfift by the 
bounty of this vaft liquid magazine of 
nature. High over all thefe hovers one, 
whofe aftion inftantly arrefts his whole 
attention. By his wide curvature of wing 
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and fudden fufpenfion in air, he knows 
him to be the fifh-hawk, fettling over 
fome devoted viftim of the deep. His 
eye kindles at the fight ; and balancing 
himfelf, with half-opened wings, on the 
branch, he watches the refult. Down, 
rapid as an arrow from heaven, defcends 
the diftant obje6l of his attention, the 
roar of its wings reaching the ear as it 
difappears in the deep, making the furges 
foam around ! At this moment the eager 
looks of the eagle are all ardour, and 
levelling his neck for flight, he fees the 
fifli-hawk once more emerge, ftruggling 
with his prey and mounting in the air 
with fcreams of exultation. Thefe are 
the fignal for our hero, who, launching 
into the air, inflantly gives chafe, and 
foon gains on the fifh-hawk ; each exerts 
his utmoft to mount above the other, dif- 
playing in thefe rencontres the moft ele- 
gant and fublime aerial evolutions. The 
unencumbered eagle rapidly advances, 
and is juft on the point of reaching his 
opponent, when, with a fudden scream, 
probably of defpair and honeft execra- 
tion, the latter drops his fifli. The eagle, 
poifing himfelf for a moment as if to 
take a more certain aim, defcends like a 
whirlwind, fnatches it in his grafp ere it 
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reaches the water, and bears his ill-gotten 
booty filently away to the woods... The 
celebrated Cataraft of Niagara is a noted 
place of refort for the bald eagle, as well 
on account of the fifh procured there, as for 
the numerous carcafes of fquirrels, deer, 
bears, and various other animals, which, in 
their attempts to crofs the river above 
the Falls, have been dragged into the 
current and precipitated down that tre- 
mendous gulf. . . There rises from the gulf 
into which the Falls of the Horfe Shoe 
defcend a ftupendous column of fmoke or 
fpray, reaching to the heavens and 
moving off in large black clouds, ac- 
cording to the dire6lion of the wind, 
forming a very ftriking and majeftic ap^ 
pearance. The eagles are here feen fail- 
ing about, fometimes lofmg themfelves in 
this thick column, and again reappearing 
in another place, with fuch eafe and ele- 
gance of motion as renders the whole 
truly fublime. 

*Hiffh o'er the wat'ry uproar, filent feeh, 
Sailing fedate, in majeiiy ferene ; 
Now *midft the pillard iprav fublimely loft, 
And now emerging, down the rapids toft, 
Glides the bald eagle, gazing, calm and flow, 
0*er all the horrors of the fcene below, 
Intent alone to fate himfelf with blood 
From the torn victims of the raging flood.''' 

This expedition having been com- 
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menced too late in the feason, the tra-* 
vellers were overtaken on their return 
by the ftorms of winter, and compelled 
to journey a considerable part of the way 
through fnow midleg deep. Both his 
companions gave in, declining to purfue 
the way on foot ; but the hardy pride of 
the Scotchman would not permit him to 
be vanquifhed by fatigue or difficulties. 
He held on to the laft, refufmg to be re- 
lieved of his gun and baggage, and reached 
his home in the beginning of December, 
after an absence of fifty-nine days, during 
which time he had traversed one thou- 
fand two hundred and fifty-feven miles, 
of which he walked forty-feven the laft 
day. The deep emotions awakened by 
the magnificent fcenes he had beheld 
feem to have recalled thofe loving re- 
minifcences which were ever fondly che- 
rifhed in his affectionate heart, and on 
his return he wrote to his father, giving 
him an account of his journey, and con- 
cluding in this dutiful ftrain : — " , , . . I 
have nothing more to say, but to wish 
you all the comforts your great age 
needs, and which your reputable and 
induftrious life truly merits. In my con- 
duct to you I may have erred ; but my 
heart has ever preferved the moft affec- 
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tionate veneration for you, and I think 
on you frequently with tears. In a few 
years, if I live fo long, I shall be as you 
now are, looking back on the giddy vani- 
ties of life ; and all my confolation in the 
hopes of a happy futurity." 

The following letter to his friend Mr. 
Bartram, as illuftrative of his feelings and 
anticipations, is interefting to a high de- 
gree : — " Gray's Ferry, December 15, 
1804. Dear Sir, — Though now snug at 
home, looking back, in recollection, on 
the long circuitous journey which I have 
at length finifhed, through tracklefs 
fnows and uninhabited forefts, over ftu- 
pendous mountains and down danger- 
ous rivers ; paffmg over, in a courfe of 
one thoufand three hundred miles, as 
great a variety of men and modes of liv- 
ing as the same extent of country can 
exhibit in any part of North America ; 
though in this tour I have had every dif* 
advantage of deep roads and rough wea- 
ther, hurried marches, and many other 
inconveniences to encounter ; yet, fo far 
am I from being fatisfied with what I 
have feen; or difcouraged by the fatigues 
which every traveller muft fubmit to, 
that I feel more eager than ever to com- 
mence fome more extenfive expedition, 

E 
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where fcenes and fubjefts entirely new 
and generally unk<(6iyn might reward 
my curiofity, and where, perhaps, my 
humble acquifitions might add fomething 
to the ftores of knowledge. For all the 
hazards and privations incident to fuch 
an undertaking, I feel confident in my 
own fpirit and refolution. With no fa- 
mily to enchain my affeftions ; no ties 
but thofe of friendfhip ; with the moll ar- 
dent love to my adopted country ; with a 
conftitution which hardens amidft fa- 
tigues ; and with a dispofition focial and 
open, which can find itfelf at home by an 
Indian fire in the depth of the woods, as 
well as in the beft apartment of the civi- 
lized ; for these, and some other reafons 
that invite me away, I am determined to 
become a traveller." 

So ftriking a difplay of ardent and in- 
domitable refolution muft have fatisfied 
the friends of the great naturalift that no 
prudential fuggeftions could avail to make 
him fwerve from his purpofe ; in fact, the 
long pent-up current of his genius had at 
length found its legitimate channel, and 
no barrier could check or turn it afide. 
At the very time he wrote this letter, it 
is a fact, afferted on the authority of Mr. 
Ord, that the fum-total of his funds was 
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only feventy-five cents, or three-fourths of 
a dollar. From fili|l^ period, his leifure 
hours were all devoted to his beloved 
ftudy, and to his improvement in draw- 
ing and colouring. In the fpring of 1 805, 
he again wrote to Mr. Bartram, fending 
him copies of twenty-eight drawings of 
the birds of Pennfylvania, and request- 
ing his advice and fuggeftions for the 
carrying out of his plans. Finding that 
Edwards had himfelf etched the plates 
for his ornithology, Wilfon determined 
to try his hand at this new and delicate 
procefs, in which, as might have been 
expected, he failed ; and, after many un- 
fuccefsful efforts, relinquifhed the idea- 
Unable to command the fum neceffary 
for the expenfes of illuftrating even one 
volume of his proje6led work, he next 
endeavoured to perfuade Lawfon to en- 
gage in it as a joint concern; but this 
propofal was declined. Baffled in all his 
schemes, he then declared, with folemn 
emphafis, his refolution to accomplifh his 
purpofe at whatever coft. " I fhall at 
leaft leave," he exclaimed, '* a fmall bea-r 
con to point out where I perifhed." 



CHAPTER V. 



** I cannot but think that an intercourfe with thefe little 
innocent warblers is favourable to delicacy of feeling and fenti- 
ments of humanity ; for I have obferved the rudeit and mod 
favage foftened into benevolence while contemplating the 
interefting manners of thefe inoffenfive little creatures." 




T the beginning of the year 
1806, intimation was given, 
through the public prefs, that 
the Prefident of the United 
States had it in contemplation 
to defpatch parties of fcientific men for 
the purpofe of exploring the waters of 
Louifiana. This appeared to Wilfon a 
favourable opportunity for accomplifhing 
a defign he had long cherifhed, of vifiting 
those regions which he was perfuaded 
were rich in ornithological treafures, and 
would add largely to the ftores he had 
colle6led. He accordingly made appli- 
cation, through his friend Mr. Bartram, 
who ftrongly recommended him as one 
highly qualified to be employed in that 
important national enterprize, Wilfon, 
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in a letter to Prefident Jefferfon, gave a 
complete account of his extenfive plans, 
and ftated that he had been for fome 
years gathering materials for a new orni- 
thology of the United States which might 
fupply the deficiencies of the works of 
Catesby, Edwards, and other former na- 
turalifts. He added that he had already 
completed a hundred drawings, and that 
two plates in folio were engraved ; and 
concluded by urging, in manly and re- 
fpe6lful terms, his claims to be engaged 
in fuch an enterprize. According to Mr. 
Ord, the Prefident did not even deign to 
make any reply to this application, and 
Wilfon was left entirely to his own re- 
fources. He was deftined to owe no- 
thing to the patronage of the great, but to 
work out for himfelf the project on which 
his heart was fet. Happily, about this 
time, he procured an engagement of a 
nature more congenial to his tafte than 
that which he had fo long purfued, and 
one which fecured to him competent re- 
muneration. Mr. S. F. Bradford, a book- 
feller of Philadelphia, was about to pub- 
lifh a new edition of Rees' Cyclopaedia, 
and Wilson being mentioned to him 
as a perfon well qualified to fuperintend 
the work, was engaged as affiftant edi- 
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tor, with a liberal salary. ** This," hd 
fays, " will, I hope, enable me, in more 
ways than one, to proceed with my in- 
tended ornithology, to which all my lei- 
fure hours are devoted." Thefe expec- 
tations were realifed in a moll complete 
degree; for he eventually fucceeded in 
inducing his new affociate to undertake 
the rifk of publifhing his long-planned 
Work. In short, all obftructions of a pe- 
cuniary nature were now removed, and 
he was at liberty to enter upon his fa- 
vourite enterprize. Matters being thus 
happily arranged, he applied himself, 
with the most affiduous diligence, to his 
varied and abforbing duties. To fuch 
an extent, indeed, were his exertions car- 
ried, as ferioufly to impair his health, and, 
in the month of Auguft 1807, he was 
compelled to feek relaxation in a pedef- 
trian tour through part of Pennfylvania, 
which gave him a favourable opportu- 
nity of procuring additional fpecimens of 
birds, as well as of adding to his infor- 
mation refpe6ling their peculiar haunts 
and manners. Refrefhed by this tempo- 
rary change of fcene and employment, he 
again returned, with renewed ardour, to 
his laborious avocations, devoting every 
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hioment he could fpare from his editorial 
duties to his great work. 

It is delightful to find, interpofed among 
his various journals and notes, touching 
little epifodes, evincing his warm-hearted 
regard for thofe who had kindly be- 
^friended him in his need. His attach- 
ment to Mr. Bartram (on whom the in- 
firmities of age were now creeping) feems 
to have been almoft filial, and he writes 
to him in terms of tendernefs and fenfi- 
bility which touch the heart. 

" I grieve," he fays, on one occafion, 
** that affli6lions fo fevere as you men- 
tion fhould fall where fo much worth and 
fenfibility are found, but God vifits thofe 
with diftrefs whofe enjoyments he wifhes 
to render more exquifite. The ftorms of 
afflidlion do not laft for ever ; and fweet 
is the ferene air and warm funfhine after a 
day of darknefs and tempeft. Our friend 
has, indeed, paffed away in the bloom of 
youth and expe6lation ; but nothing has 
happened which almoft every day's ex- 
perience might not teach us to expe6l. 
He has gone only a little before us — we 
muft foon follow ; but while the feelings 
of nature cannot be repreffed, it is our 
duty to bow with humble refignation to 
the decifion of the Father of all, rather 



56 Difficulties Overcome. 

receiving with gratitude the bleffings He 
is pleafed to beftow, than repining at the 
lofs of thofe He thinks proper to take 
from us. But allow me, my dear friend, 
to direft your thoughts in another way. . . 
That lovely feafon is now approaching 
when the gardens, woods, and fields will 
again difplay their foliage and flowers. 
Every day we may expe6l ftrangers 
flocking from the fouth to fill our woods 
with harmony. The pencil of nature is 
now at work, and outlines, tints, and gra- 
dations of light and fhade, that baffle all 
defcription, will foon be fpread before us 
by that great Mafler, our moft benevo- 
lent Friend and Father. Let us regard 
thofe millions of green ftrangers juft 
peeping into day, as fo many happy mef- 
fengers come to proclaim the power and 
munificence of the Creator. For myfelf, 
I fee new beauties in every bird, plant, 
or flower I contemplate, and find my 
ideas of the incomprehenfible Firft Caufe 
ftill more exalted the more minutely I 
examine His works." 

In this manner, intent on miniftering 
to his venerable friend's happinefs in a 
way congenial to their mutual predilec- 
tions, he brought him any objeAs of in- 
tereft or novelty in his researches among 



Wilfon tJu Omithologiji. 57 

the woods and fields. We find him, for 
example, in his defcription of the Scarlet 
Tanager, relating an incident which ferves 
to illuftrate this. After mentioning that 
this bird is one of the moft gaudy for- 
eigners which regularly vifit the United 
States from the torrid regions of the 
fouth, and pi6luring him as " dreft in the 
richeft fcarlet, fet off with the moft jetty 
black, and ftriking the eye of a ftranger, 
and even a native, by his extraordinary 
brilliancy," he fays, by way of fhewing 
the great attachment of the old birds to 
their young; " Faffing through an orchard 
one morning, I caught one of thefe young 
birds that had but lately left the neft. I 
carried it with me about half a mile, to 
fhew it to my friend Mr. Wm. Bartram, 
and having procured a cage, hung it up 
upon one of the large pine trees in the 
botanic garden within a few feet of the 
neft of an orchard oriole, which alfo con- 
tained young, hoping that the charity or 
tendernefs of the orioles would induce 
them to fupply the cravings of the ftranger. 
But charity with them, as with too many 
of the human race, began and ended at 
home. The poor orphan was altogether 
negle6led, notwithftanding its plaintive 
cries ; and as it refufed to be fed by me, 
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I was about to return it to the place where 
I had found it, when, towards the after- 
noon, a fcarlet tanager, no doubt its own 
parent, was feen fluttering round the cage, 
endeavouring to get in. Finding this im- 
pra6licable it flew off, and foon returned 
with food in its bill ; and continued to feed 
the young one till after funfet, taking up 
its lodging on the higher branches of the 
fame tree. In the morning, almoft as 
foon as day broke, it was again feen en- 
gaged in the fame affeftionate manner, 
and, notwithftanding the infolence of the 
orioles, continued thefe benevolent offices 
the whole day, roofting at night as before. 
On the 3rd or 4th day it appeared ex- 
tremely folicitous for the liberation of its 
charge, ufmg every expreffion of diftruft- 
ful anxiety and every call and invitation 
that nature had put in its power, for it to 
come out. This was too much for the 
feelings of my venerable friend ; he pro- 
cured a ladder, and mounting to the fpot 
where the bird was fufpended, opened the 
cage, took out the prifoner, and reftored it 
to liberty and to its parent, who, with notes 
of exultation, accompanied its flight to 
the woods. The happinefs of my good 
friend was fcarcely lefs, and fhewed itfelf 
in his benevolent countenace ; and I could 
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hot refrain from faying to myfelf: — If 
fuch fweet fenfations can be derived from 
a fimple circumftance of this kind, how 
exquifite, how unfpeakably rapturous, 
muft be the delight of thofe individuals 
who have refcued their fellow-beings from 
death, chains, and imprifonment, and re- 
ftored them to the arms of their friends 
and relations ! Surely fuch a6lions are 
their own moft abundant reward/' 

" At length," fays Mr. Ord, " in the 
month of Sept. 1 808, the firft volume of 
the American Ornithology made its ap- 
pearance. From the date of the arrange- 
ment with the publifher a profpectus 
had been iffued wherein the nature and 
intended execution of the work were 
fpecified. But yet, no one appeared to 
entertain an adequate idea of the treat 
which was about to be afforded to the 
lovers of the fine arts and of elegant litera- 
ture ; and when the fuperb volume was 
prefented to the public, their delight was 
equalled only by their aftonifhment that 
America, as yet in its infancy, fhould pro- 
duce an original work in fcience, which 
would vie in its effentials with the proudeft 
produ6lions of a fimilar nature in the 
European world." The high fcientific 
and literary merit of this great work 
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are well known to all naturalifts, and need 
no comment here ; it has been faid, with 
truth, that, in the prefaces and defcrip- 
tions, there occur paffages of rare beauty, 
grace and power, fuch as can fcarcely be 
furpaffed by any contained in works of a 
fimilar defcription. Some of the moft 
ftriking of thefe are interwoven with this 
Narrative, being introduced in connexion 
with the incidents which befell Wilson 
while engaged in purfuit of the objects 
he defcribes fo admirably ; and as it ap- 
pears to me that the fhort Preface to the 
firft volume is efpecially beautiful in the 
fimplicity and natural grace of its ftyle, I 
fhall give it here, entire. 

" The whole ufe of a Preface feems to 
be either to elucidate the nature and 
origin of the work, or to invoke the 
clemency of the reader. Such obferva- 
tions as have been thought neceffary for 
the former, will be found in the Introduc- 
tion. Extremely folicitous to obtain the 
latter, I beg leave to relate the following 
anecdote : — In one of my late vifits to 
a friend in the country, I found their 
youngeft fon, a fine boy of 8 or 9 years of 
age, who ufually refides in town for his 
education, just returning from a ramble 
through the neighbouring woods and 
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fields, where he had coUefled a large and 
very handfome bunch of wild flowers, of 
a great many different colours ; and pre- 
fenting them to his mother, faid, with 
much animation in his countenance, 
* Look, my dear mama, what beautiful 
flowers I have found growing on our 
place! Why, all the woods are full of 
them ! red, orange, blue, and almost 
every colour. Oh, I can gather you a 
whole parcel of them, much handfomer 
than thefe, all growing in our own woods. 
Shall I, mama ? Shall I go and bring 
you more ? ' The good woman received 
the bunch of flowers with a fmile of affec- 
tionate complacency ; and after admiring 
for fome time the beautiful fimplicity of 
nature, gave her willing confent ; and the 
little fellow went off, on the wings of 
ecflafy, to execute his delightful com- 
miffion. 

" The fimilarity of this little boy*s en- 
thufiafm to my own, flruck me ; and the 
reader will need no explanations of mine 
to make the application. Should my 
country receive with the fame gracious 
indulgence the fpecimens which I here 
humbly prefent her ; fhould fhe exprefs 
a wifh for me to go and bring her more^ 
the higheft wilhes of my ambition will be 
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gratified ; for, in the language of my little 
friend, our whole woods are full of them ! 
and I can coUeft hundreds more, much 
handfomer than thefe. 

" Alexander Wilson- 

"Philadelphia, October ist, 1808." 

With laudable pride, Wilfon s biogra- 
pher dwells upon thofe perfonal excel- 
lencies which fo eminently qualified this 
great naturalift for his felf-impofed tafk. 
" Not only (he exclaims) was he an en- 
thufiaftic admirer of the works of creation, 
but he was confiftent in refearch, and per- 
mitted no danger nor fatigues to abate his 
ardour or relax his exertions. His per- 
feverance was uncommon, and while en- 
gaged in purfuit of a particular object, he 
would never relinquifh it while there was 
a chance of succefs. His powers of ob- 
fervation were very acute, and he feldom 
erred in judgment, when favoured with a 
fair opportunity of inveftigation. That 
the induftry of Wilfon was great his Work 
will for ever teftify ; and when we refledl 
that a fingle \\\^\v\di\xdX,without patron, for- 
tune, Of recompenfe, accomplifhed fo much in 
the fhort fpace of seven years, we may 
well be inclined to queftion the evidence 
of our fenfes." 

In proof of the unparalleled induftry 
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of our author, we are affured that of two 
hundred and feventy-eight fpecies which 
were figured and defcribed by him,^ fiftj^^ 
fix had not been noticed by any former 
naturalift, and feveral of the latter are fo 
extremely rare that the fpecimens from 
which the figures were taken were the 
only ones he was ever able to obtain. 
The difcovery and colle6lion of thefe 
birds were^ the fruits of many months 
of unwearied refearch among forefts, 
swamps, and moraffes, exposed to all the 
dangers, privations, and fatigues incident 
to fuch an undertaking. Nor muft it be 
forgotten, while we refleft on the diffi-r 
culties attendant upon his labours, that 
they were greatly enhanced by the unfa- 
vourable circumftances in which he found 
himfelf placed. We are informed by Mr. 
Ord, that, in addition to Wilfon's parti- 
cular province, viz., the drawing and de- 
fcription of his fubje6ls, he was com- 
pelled to give much of his time to the 
colouring of the plates — his fole means? 
of fupport being derived from that em- 
ployment after his duties as affiftant-edi-r 
tor of the Cyclopaedia had terminated. 
If he could have been properly affifted in 

1 The whole number of birds figured is three hundred arid 
twenty. 
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this department of his labour, the work 
would have progreffed much more ra- 
pidly, and his fatigue and anxiety would 
have been vaftly diminished. He him- 
felf fpeaks with much agitation about 
this point, and bewails the deplorable 
want of fkill and tafte in thofe from whom 
he endeavoured to obtain affiftance. 
Hence, much of his precious time was 
fpent in the irkfome employment of cor- 
re6ling and repairing the miftakes and 
imperfe6lions of others ; and in order to 
make up for these loft hours, he deprived 
himfelf of the recreation and repofe ne- 
ceffary for the prefervation of his health. 
His friends frequently remonftrated with 
him againft this intenfe and deftruftive 
application ; but to their admonitions he 
would reply, " Life is ftiort, and without 
exertion nothing great can be performed." 
Undoubtedly, " the true cause of this ex- 
traordinary toil was his poverty;" and, 
while we perceive that he would probably 
have effe6led ftill more had he poffeffed 
the requifite aids, and regret that his ope- 
rations ftiould have been thus cramped, 
we yet feel that " it is truly delightful to 
contemplate fuch feats of genius, fo fcant- 
ily aided, in a hard-working mechanic, 
patronized by none." 
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No fooner was his firft volume iffued 
from the prefs, than Wilfon haftened to 
avail himfelf of an opportunity to prefent 
it to his venerable father. In the letter 
which accompanied it, he fays, " Mr. D. 
Brown having informed me of his inten- 
tion of failing for Scotland, I have tranf- 
mitted to you by him the firft volume of 
my * American Ornithology,' juft publifh- 
ing, and fhall, if I live to finifh it, fend 
you regularly the remaining nine volumes 
as they appear. In giving exiftence to 
this work, I have expended all I have 
been faving fince my arrival in America. 
I have also vifited every town within a 
hundred and fifty miles of the Atlantic 
coaft, from the river St. Lawrence to 
St. Augustine in Florida. Whether I 
fhall be able to realife a fortune by this 
publication, or receive firft cofts, or fuffer 
the facrifice of my little all, is yet doubt- 
ful. I met with a moft honourable re- 
ception among many of the firft charac- 
ters in the United States, and have col- 
lected fuch a mafs of information on this 
branch of natural hiftory as will entitle 
the work to the merit of originality at 
l?aft." 

After defiring to be remembered to 
fome of his old companions, the writer 

F 
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thus concludes : — " I fhall moft probably 
never fee either them or any of my 
friends in Paifley more ; but 

"While remembrance' power remains, 
Thofe native fcenes (hall meet my view; 
Dear, long-lofl friends, on foreign plains 
ni figh and flied a tear for you." 

I would willingly give a hundred dol- 
lars to fpend a few days with you all ; 
but, like a true bird of paffage, I would 
again wing my way acrofs the weftern 
wafte of waters to the peaceful and happy 
regions of America. What has become 
of David, that I never hear from him ? 
Let me know, my dear father, how you 
live, and how you enjoy your health at 
your advanced age. I truft the publi- 
cation I have now commenced, and which 
has procured for me reputation and re- 
fpect, will alfo enable me to contribute to 
your independence and comfort in return 
for what I owe to you. To my ftep- 
mother, fillers, brothers, and friends, I 
beg to be remembered affectionately." 

Wilfon's expectations on the fcore of 
fuccefs were not highly raifed ; for he 
tells us that he expe6led little, and held 
himfelf prepared for indifference, perhaps 
negleft ; but well he knew that from one 
quarter he was fure of tender fympathy. 
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Yes ; there were loving eyes, which would 
fill with grateful tears that Heaven had 
preferved him to accomplifh thus far his 
tafk, and a fond, aged heart that would 
fwell with happy pride when Alexander 
Wilfon should be fpoken of as the great 
American ornithologift, and acknow- 
ledged as ranking among the firft-rate 
men of his time. 

Believe it, my young reader, there is no 
happinefsfo pureandfo fweetas thatwhich 
fprings from the love of kindred, and 
from the domeftic charities, which bind 
the hearts of parents and children, of 
brothers and fifters, in loving bonds of 
indiffoluble affe6lion. If you would be 
happy, cherifh thefe with pious folicitude, 
and expert from them your choiceft fe- 
licity, your bed earthly rewards. 




CHAPTER VI. 

" There cannot be fuch a difTeience betwixt any two por- 
tions of exiltence, as between that in which the artifl, if an 
enthullail, coUeifls the fubjects of his drawings, and that which 
mnfl neceffarily be dedicated to turning over his portfoliot 
and exhibiting them to that provoking indiflerence, or more 
provoking cnticiftn, of amateurs." — (hiy Afannfing. 




IN the latter part of September, 
Wilfon fet out on a journey 
to the eaftward, to exhibit his 
book and procure fubfcribers. 
He travelled as far as the 
diftrift of Maine and returned through 
Vermont, by the way of Albany, to Phila- 
delphia. In a letter to a friend, dated 
Bofton, 061. 12, 1808, he fays, " I have 
purpofely avoided faying anything, either 

food or bad, on the encouragement I 
ave met with. I fhall only fay that, 
among the many thoufands who have ex- 
amined my book — and among thefe were 
men of the firft charafter for tafte and 
literature — I have heard nothing but ex- 
preflions of the higheft admiration and 
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efteem. If I have been miftaken in pub- 
lifhing a work too good for the country, 
It is a fault not Hkely to be foon repeated, 
and will pretty feverely correft itfelf. 
But, whatever may be the refult of thefe 
matters, I will not fit down with folded 
hands, whilft anything can be done to carry 
my point, fince God helps them who help 
themfelves. I am fixing correfpondents 
in every comer of thefe northern regions, 
like fo many pickets and outposts ; fo that 
fcarcely a wren or a tit fhall be able to 
pafs along from York to Canada but I 
get intelligence of it." His letters and 
journal, written from time to time during 
the autumn, winter, and fpring of 1808-9, 
record his various adventures, and shew 
that amid numberlefs difappointments, 
his ardour continued unabated : fre- 
quently he indulges in a mingled vein of 
pleafantry and farcafm, when defcribing 
the reception he met with : " At New- 
ark,'* he fays, " my book attra6led as many 
ftarers as a bear or a mammoth would 
have done. At New York, I found fome 
friends, but more admirers. ... I fpent the 
whole of the week traverfing the ftreets 
from one houfe to another, till, I believe, 
I became almoft as well known as the 
public crier or the clerk of the market. 
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for I could frequently perceive gentlemen 
point me out to others, as I paffed with 
my book under my arm/' 

On the 2nd Oct. he proceeded, on 
board a packet, to Newhaven, about 
ninety miles diftant. In eight hours from 
the time of fetting fail, the high red- 
fronted mountain of Newhaven arofe to 
view. The traveller thus defcribes it : 
" This town is fituated upon a fandy plain 
and the ftreets are fhaded with elm-trees 
and poplars. In a large park or common, 
covered with grafs, ftand the church, the 
ftate-houfe, and college buildings, which 
laft are one hundred and thirty yards in 
front. From these ftru6lures rife four or 
five wooden fpires, which in former times, 
one of the profeffors informed me, were 
fo infefted by woodpeckers, which bored 
them in all dire6lions, that to fave their 
fteeples from deftru6lion, it became necef- 
fary to fet people with guns to watch and 
fhoot thefe invaders of the fanctuary. 
About the town the pafture fields and 
corn look well ; but a few miles off the 
country is poor and ill-cultivated. The 
literati of Newhaven received me with 
politenefs and refpe6l ; and after making 
my ufual rounds, which occupied a day 
and a half, I fet off for Middleton, twenty- 



Wilfon the Ornithologijl. 71 

two miles diftant. The country around 
it is really beautiful; the foil rich, and 
here I firft faw the river of Connecticut, 
ftretching along the eaft fide of the town, 
which confifts of one very broad ftreet, 
with rows of elms on each fide. On en- 
tering I found the place filled with troops, 
for it was mufter-day. The fides of tiie. 
ftreet were choked up with waggons, 
carts, and wheelbarrows, filled with bread, 
roaft beef, fowls, cheese, liquors, barrels of 
cider, and rum bottles. Some were fing- 
ing out, ' Here's the beft brandy you ever 
got!' Others in dozens fhouting, * Here's 
the round and found gingerbread ; moft 
capital gingerbread!' In one place I 
obferved a row of twenty or thirty country 
girls drawn up, with their backs to a fence, 
and two young fellows fupplying them 
with rolls of bread from a neighbouring 
ftall, which they ate with a hearty ap- 
petite, keeping nearly as good time with 
their grinders as the militia did with their 
mufkets. In another place, the crowd 
had formed a ring within which they 
danced to the catgut fcrapings of an old 
negro. The fpeftators looked on with 
as much gravity as if they were liftening 
to a fermon, and the dancers laboured 
with fuch ferioufnefs that it feemed more 
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like a penance for paft mifdoings, than 
mere amufement." 

Wilfon more than once speaks of the 
regard shewn for the obfervance of the 
Sabbath day in the towns of New Eng- 
land. " A man would be afhamed," he 
fays, " to be seen walking the ftreets on 
a Sunday, unlefs in going and returning 
from church." At Hartford his reception 
was very encouraging, and he fpeaks of 
the " handfome compliments " paid him, 
" a fpecies of currency that will neither 
purchafe plates nor pay the printer ; but 
neverthelefs is gratifying to the vanity of 
an author." Very different was the con- 
duct of some to whom he applied, exhi- 
biting an incredible amount of rude- 
nefs and grofs ignorance ; for example : 

** Called on Governor , at the Heath 

Office ; there were feveral gentlemen in 
company. He turned over a few leaves 
very carelefsly, alked fome trifling quef- 
tions, and then laid the book down, fay- 
ing — * I don't intend to give one hundred 
and twenty dollars for the knowledge of 
birds ! ' and taking up a newfpaper, he 
began to read. I refumed the book, and 
without faying a word walked off with a 
fmile of contempt for this very polite and 
very learned Governor, The City Re- 
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corder declared that he never read or 
bought books on animals, fishes, plants, 
or birds, he ^faw no ufe in them ! ' Yet, 
this fame ignoramus could not help ac- 
knowledging the beauty of the plates of 
my Ornithology." 

At Portland, in Maine, where he flayed 
three days, the fupreme court being then 
fitting, he had an opportunity of con- 
verfing with people from the remoteft 
boundaries of the United States, and he 
gathered much interefting information 
from them about the birds frequenting 
thofe northern regions. From Portland 
he directed his fteps acrofs the country, 
" among dreary favage glens, and moun- 
tains covered with pines and hemlocks, 
amid whofe black and half-burnt trunks 
the everlafting ftones that cover this 
country, ' grinned horribly.' " A hun- 
dred and forty-feven miles brought him 
to Dartmouth College, New Hampfhire, 
on the Vermont line, where he paid his 
addreffes to the reverend fathers of litera- 
ture, and met with a kind and obliging 
reception. The Prefident, Dr. Wheelsot, 
made him eat at his table, and the pro- 
feffors vied with each other to oblige 
him. In contraft to this, comes the fol- 
lowing entry : — " At Annapolis, where I 
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passed my book through both houfes of 
the legiflature, the wife men of Mary- 
land ftared and gaped, from bench to 
bench ; but, having never heard of fuch 
a thing as a hundred and twenty dollars 
for a book, the ayes for fubfcribing were 
none^ and so it was unanimoufly deter- 
mined in the negative. Nowise discou- 
raged by this fage decifion, I pufhed my 
route through the tobacco fields, floughs, 
and fwamps of this illiterate corner of 
the ftate, to Washington, distant thirty- 
eight miles, and in my way opened fifty- 
five gates. My patience and philofophy 
were at length exhaufted, and I faluted 
every new gate with perhaps lefs Chris- 
tian refignation than I ought to have 
done. When I flopped at fome diftance 
off the negro huts to inquire the road, 
both men and women huddled up their 
filthy bundles of rags (for they were 
wretchedly clad) with both arms in order 
to cover their nakednefs, and came out, 
very civilly, to fhow me the way." 

Of the general features of that part of 
North Carolina which he traverfed he 
gives a graphic picture. Immenfe foli- 
tary pine favannas, through which the 
road wound among flagnant ponds, 
fwarming with alligators ; dark, fluggifh 
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creeks, of the colour of brandy, over 
which were thrown high wooden bridges, 
crazy and rotten ; enormous cyprefe 
fwamps, of a ftriking, defolate, and ruin- 
ous appearance, were fucceeded by forefts 
of prodigious trees, rifing, as thick as 
they could grow, from a vaft, flat, im- 
penetrable morafs, covered for ten feet 
from the ground with reeds. The leaf- 
lefs limbs of the cypreffes were clothed 
with an extraordinary kind of mofs ( Til* 
landjia ufneoides)^ from four to ten feet 
long, in fuch quantities that fifty men 
might conceal themfelves in one tree. 
Our traveller fays, that nothing in that 
country fl:ruck him with fuch furprife as 
the fight of feveral thoufand acres of 
fuch timber, loaded, as it were, with 
many million tons of tow, waving in 
the wind. He attempted to penetrate 
feveral of thefe fwamps with his gun, 
in fearch of fomething new ; but found 
it, with rare exceptions, imprafticable. 
Here he found multitudes of birds which 
never winter in Pennsylvania, living in 
abundance. 

He gives an amufing account of an 
ivory-billed woodpecker, which he fliot 
about twelve miles north of Wilmington, 
in North Carolina. It was but flightly 
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wounded, and, on being caught, uttered 
dL loudly reiterated and mod piteous note, 
exa6lly refembling the violent crying of 
an infant, which fo terrified his horfe, as 
nearly, he fays, to have coft him his life. 
It was diftrefling to hear the bird's out- 
cry, but Wilfon refolved, if poffible, to 
preferve it. "I carried it," he fays, " with 
me, under cover, to Wilmington. In 
paffmg through the ftreets its affecting 
cries furprifed everyone within hearing, 
particularly the women, who hurried to the 
doors and windows with looks of alarm 
and anxiety. I drove on, and on arriving 
at the piazza of the hotel where I in- 
tended to put up, the landlord came for- 
ward, and a number of other perfons, 
who happened to be there, all equally 
alarmed at what they heard ; this was 
Teatly increafed by my afking whether 
le could furnifh me with apartments for 
myfelf and my baby. The man looked 
blank and foolifh, while the others flared 
with fl:ill greater aftonifhment. After 
diverting myfelf for a minute or two at 
their expenfe, I drew my woodpecker 
from under the cover, and a general 
laugh took place. I carried him upftairs 
and locked him up in my room, while I 
went to fee my horfe taken care of. In 
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lefs than an hour I returned, and on 
opening the door, he fet up the same dif- 
treffing fhout, which now appeared to pro- 
ceed from grief that he had been difco- 
vered in his attempts to efcape. He had 
mounted along the fide of the window 
nearly as high as the ceiling, a litde 
below which he had begun to break 
through. The bed was covered with 
large pieces of plafter ; the lath was ex- 
pofed at leaft fifteen inches fquare, and 
a hole large enough to admit the fift, 
opened to the weather boards ; fo that, 
in lefs than another hour, he would cer- 
tainly have fucceeded in making his way 
through. I now tied a ftring round his 
leg, and fattened him to the table. Wifh- 
ing to preferve him alive, I went off in 
fearch of fuitable food for him. As I 
reafcended the flairs I heard him again 
hard at work, and on entering, had the 
mortification to find that he had almoft 
entirely ruined the mahogany table to 
which he was faflened, and on which 
he had wreaked his whole vengeance. 
While I was engaged in drawing him, 
he cut me feverely in feveral places, and, 
on the whole, difplayed fuch a noble and 
unconquerable fpirit, that I was fre- 
quently tempted to reftore him to his 
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native woods. He lived with me nearly 
three days, but refufed all fuftenance, 
and I witneffed his death with regret." 

From Wilmington, the traveller pro- 
ceeded through folitary pine favannas 
and cyprefs fwamps as before, fometimes 
riding thirty miles without feeing a hut 
or human being. On the commons, near 
Charleftown, he witneffed a strange fpec- 
tacle, and prefided at a fingular feaft. 
The company confifted of two hundred 
and thirty-feven carrion crows {Vultur 
atratus), five or fix dogs, and himfelf. 
The birds had been attracted by the car- 
cafs of a horfe, and were congregated in 
fuch numbers as to blacken the ground. 
Finding that their vifitor did not interrupt 
them, they continued, without alarm, to 
gorge themfelves, and Wilfon had full 
opportunity to watch and note their 
habits and proceedings. His account of 
them is interefting : — " The habits of this 
species are fingular. In the towns and 
villages of the fouthem ftates, particularly 
Charleston and Georgetown, South Ca- 
rolina, and in Savannah, Georgia, the car- 
rion crows may be seen either saunter- 
ing about the ftreets, funning themselves 
on the roofs of the houses and the fences, 
or, if the weather be cold, cowering 
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around the tops of the chimneys to en- 
joy the benefit of the heat, which to 
them is a peculiar gratification. They 
are protected by a law or ufage, and may 
be faid to be completely domefticated, 
being as common as the domeftic poultry, 
and equally familiar. The inhabitants 
generally are difgufted with their filthy, 
voracious habits, but, notwithstanding, 
have a respe6l for them as fcavengers, 
whofe labours are fubfervient to the pub- 
lic good. It fometimes happens that, 
after having gorged themfelves, thefe 
birds vomit down the chimneys, which 
muft be intolerably difgufting, and fuffi- 
cient to provoke the ill-will of thofe 
whofe hofpitality is thus requited. Lin- 
naeus and others have confounded this 
vulture with the turkey buzzard; but 
they are two very diftinft fpecies." 

At length, having vifited all the towns 
within a hundred miles of the Atlantic, 
from Maine to Georgia, he gladly turned 
his face homeward. " I have laboured," 
he fays, " with the zeal of a knight-errant, 
in exhibiting this book of mine wherever 
I went, travelling with it like a beggar 
with his bantling, from town to town, and 
from one country to another. I have been 
loaded with praifes, with compliments 
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and kindneffes — fhaken almoft to pieces 
in ftage-coaches. I have wandered among 
ftrangers, hearing the same oh's and ah's, 
and telling the same ftory a thoufand 
times over ; and for what ? Ah ! that's it. 
You are very anxious to know, and you 
fhall know the whole when I reach home. 
There is a charm, a melody, in this little 
word home, which only those know 
who have forsaken it to wander among 
ftrangers, exposed to dangers, fatigues, 
infults, and impofitions of a thoufand 
namelefs kinds." 

The fecond volume of the Ornithology 
was publifhed in January, 1810 ; and per- 
haps this chapter cannot be more agree- 
ably concluded than by giving the reader 
a few of thofe lively bird portraitures 
which are therein contained, and many of 
which were written during the journey 
the author had recently concluded. In de- 
fcribing the red-winged ftarlings {Stumus 
predatorius) y he fays : " Thefe birds, 
though generally migratory, in the ftates 
north of Maryland are found during 
winter in immenfe flocks, along the 
whole lower parts of Virginia, both Ca- 
rolinas, Georgia, and Louisiana. In the 
months of January and February, while 
paffmg through the former of thefe 
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countries, I was frequently entertained 
with the aerial evolutions of thefe great 
bodies of ftarlings. Sometimes they ap- 
peared driving about like an enormous 
black cloud carried before the wind, vary- 
ing its fhape every moment ; fometimes 
fuddenly rifmg from the fields around me 
with a noife like thunder ; while the 
glittering of innumerable wings of the 
brighteft vermilion amid the black cloud 
they formed, produced on thefe occafions 
a very ftriking and fplendid effe6l. Then, 
defcending like a torrent, and covering 
the branches of fome detached grove or 
clump of trees, the whole congregated mul- 
titude commenced one general concert or 
chorus, that I have plainly distinguifhed at 
the diftance of more than two miles; and 
which when liftened to at the intermediate 
fpace of about a quarter of a mile, with a 
flight breeze of wind to fwell and foften 
the flow of its cadences, was to me grand, 
and even fublime. The whole feafon of 
winter, that, with moft birds, is paffed in the 
fl:ruggling to fuftain life in filent melan- 
choly, is, with the red-wings one continued 
carnival. The profufe gleanings of the 
old rice, corn, and buckwheat fields, fup- 
ply them with abundant food, at once 
ready and nutritious ; and the inter- 

G 
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mediate time is fpent either in aerial 
manoeuvres or in grand vocal perform- 
ances, as if folicitous to fupply the abfence 
of all the tuneful fummer tribes and to 
cheer the dejefted face of nature with 
their whole combined powers of harmony. 
...There are no more notorious and cele- 
brated com thieves than thefe. From 
dawn to early funfet they carry on an 
open and daring devaftation on the fields 
under the very eyes of the farmer, who, if 
poffeffed of any confiderable extent of com 
would require half a dozen men at leaft, 
with guns to guard it. The Indians, who 
ufually plant their corn in one general 
field, keep the whole young boys of the 
village all day patrolling round and 
among it ; and each being fumifhed with 
bows and arrows, with which they are 
very expert, they generally contrive to 
deftroy great numbers of them."^ 

Of that celebrated and very extraordi- 
nary fongfter, peculiar to the New World, 
the mocking bird, Wilfon fays : " In the 

1 Wilfon elfewhere lays: "At Bear Creek, which is a large 
and rapid ilream, I firft obferved the Indian boys with their 
blow-guns. Thefe are tubes of cane, feven feet long, and 
when well made, perfectly ilraight The arrows are made of 
flender flips of cane, twilled and (Iraightened before the fire, 
and covered for feveral inches at one end with the down of 
thilUes, in a fpiral form, fo as juft to enter the tube. By a 
puff^ they can fend thefe with fuch violence as to enter the 
Dody of a partridge twenty yards off." 
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fevere winter of 1808-9, I found thefe 
birds, occafionally, from Fredericsburg, 
in Virginia, to the fouthern parts of 
Georgia, becoming ftill more numerous 
the farther I advanced to the fouth. 
Though rather a fhy bird in the north- 
em ftates, here he appeared almoft half 
domefticated. On the 2nd March, in the 
neighbourhood of Savannah, numbers of 
them were heard on every hand, vying 
in fong with each other, and with the - 
brown thrufh, making the whole woods 
vocal with their mufic. On arriving at 
New York, on the 22nd of the fame 
month, I found many parts of the country 
ftill covered with fnow, and the ftreets 
piled with ice to the height of two feet ; 
while neither the thrufh nor mocking 
bird were obferved, even in the lower 
parts of Pennfylvania, until the 20th of 
May. . . . 

" The plumage of the mocking-bird, 
though none of the homelieft, has no- 
thing gaudy or brilliant in it, and had he 
nothing elfe to recommend him, would 
fcarcely entitle him to notice; but his 
figure is well proportioned, and even 
handfome. The eafe, elegance and ra- 
pidity of his movements, the animation of 
his eye, and the intelligence he difplays 
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in liftening to and laying up leffons from 
almoft every fpecies of the feathered crea- 
tion within his hearing, are really fur- 
prifing, and mark the peculiarity of his 
genius. To thefe qualities we may add 
that of a voice, full, ftrong, and mufical, 
and capable of almoft every modulation, 
from the clear mellow tones of the wood- 
thrufh to the favage fcream of the bald 
eagle. In meafure and accent, he faith- 
fully follows his originals. In force and 
fweetnefs of expreffion, he greatly im- 
proves upon them. In his native grounds, 
mounted on the top of a tall bufh, or half- 
grown tree, in the dawn of a dewy morn- 
ing, while the woods are already vocal 
with a multitude of warblers, his admi- 
rable fong rifes pre-eminent over every 
competitor. The ear can listen to his 
mufic alone, to which that of all the others 
feems a mere accompaniment. Neither 
is his ftrain altogether imitative. His 
own native notes, which are eafily dif- 
tinguifhable by fuch as are well ac- 
quainted with thofe of our various fong- 
birds, are bold and full, and varied seem- 
ingly beyond all limits. They confi ft of short 
expreffions of two, three, or at the moft 
five or fix fyllables, generally interfperfed 
with imitations, and all of them uttered 
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with great emphafis and rapidity, and 
continued, with undiminished ardour, for 
half-an hour or an hour at a time. His 
expanded wings and tail, gliftening with 
white, and the buoyant gaiety of his action 
arrefting the eye, as his fong moft irrefift- 
ibly does the ear, he fweeps round with en- 
thufiaftic ecftacy ; he mounts and defcends 
^s his fong swells or dies away ; and, as 
my friend, Mr. Bartram, has beautifully 
expreffed it, he bounds aloft with the ce- 
lerity of an arrow, as if to recover or re- 
call his very foul, expired in the laft 
elevated ftrain. While thus exerting 
himself, a byftander, deftitute of fight, 
would fuppose that the whole feathered 
tribes had affembled together on a trial 
of fkill, each ftriving to produce his utmoft 
effeft, fo perfeft are his imitations. He 
many times deceives the fportfman, and 
fends him in fearch of birds that perhaps 
are not within miles of him, but whose 
notes he exactly imitates; even birds 
themfelves are frequently impofed on by 
this admirable mimic, and are decoyed 
by the fancied calls of their mates, or 
dive, with precipitation, into the depth of 
thickets at the fcream of what they fup- 
pose to be the fparrow-hawk. 

" The exceffive fondnefs of the mock- 
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ing-bird for variety, in the opinion of 
fome, injures his fong. His elevated 
imitations of the brown thrufh are fre- 
quently interrupted by the crowing of the 
cocks ; and the warblings of the blue-bird, 
which he exquifitely manages, are mingled 
with the fcreaming of fwallows or the cack- 
ling of hens ; amidft the fimple melody of 
the robin, we are fuddenly furprifed by 
the fhrill reiterations of the whip-poor- 
will ; while the notes of the killdeer, blue 
jay, martin, baltimore, and twenty others 
succeed, with fuch impofing reality, that 
we look round for the originals, and dif- 
cover, with aftonifhment, that the fole 
performer in this Angular concert is the 
admirable bird now before us. During 
this exhibition of his powers, he fpreads 
his wings, expands his tail, and feems, in 
all the ecftacy of enthufiafm, not only to 
fing but to dance, keeping time to the 
meafure of his own mufic. Both in his 
native and domefticated ftate, during the 
folemn ftillnefs of night, as foon as the 
moon rifes in filent majefty, he begins his 
delightful folo, and ferenades us the live- 
long night with a full difplay of his vocal 
powers, making the whole neighbourhood 
ring with his inimitable melody." 

Our author s defcriptions are occasion- 
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ally varied by poetical illuftrations, and 
fome of thefe are lively and pleafing. 
The following is a fair example : — " The 
regular arrival of the fish-hawk^ at the 
vernal equinox, when the bufy feason of 
fifhing commences, adds peculiar intereft 
to its firft appearance, and procures it 
many a benediftion from the fifhermen. 
The following lines are illuftrative of 
thefe circumftances : — 

"Soon as the sun, great ruler of the year, 
Bends to our northern climes his bright career, 
True to the feafon, o'er our fea-beat ihore 
The failing ofprey high is feen to foar. 
With broad, unmoving wing ; and, circling (low, 
Marks each loofe ftraggler in the deep below ; 
Sweeps down, like lightning! plunges with a roar. 
And bears his ftruggling viZlim to the fliore. 
The long houTd fimerman beholds with joy. 
The weU-known fignals of his rough employ ; 
And, as he bears his nets and oars along. 
Thus hails the welcome feafon with a fong : — 

THE fisherman's HYMN, 

The osprey fails above the found. 

The geefe are gone, the gulls are flying ; 
The herring fhoals fwarm thick around. 

The nets are launch' d, the boats are plying ; 
Yo ho, my hearts ! let's feek the deep, 

Raife high the fong and cheerly wifh her 
Still, as the bending net we fweep, 

* God blefs the fifli-hawk and the fiflier !' 

She brings us filh — flie brings us fpring. 

Good times, fair weather, warmth and plenty. 
Fine (lores of fliad, trout, herring, ling, 

Sheepshead, and drum, and old wives' dainty. 
Yo ho, my hearts ! let's feek the deep. 

Ply every oar, and cheerly wifh her 
Still, as the bending net we fweep, 

* God blefs the fifli-hawk and the fiflier !'" 



CHAPTER VII. 

" The power, the beauty, and the majefty 
That have their haunts in dale, or piny mountains, 
Or foreft, by flow ftream, or pebbly fpring 
Of chafms, and watery depths." 




HE fecond volume of the 
Ornithology was publiftied, as 
has been said, in January, 
1810; and in the latter part 
of the fame month the inde- 
fatigable author fet out for Pittsburgh, 
on his route to New Orleans. After 
confulting with his friends on the most 
eligible mode of defcending the Ohio, 
he refolved, contrary to their advice, to 
venture in a boat by himfelf, confidering 
this mode, with all its inconveniences, as 
best fuited to his funds and most favour- 
able to his refearches. Accordingly, on 
the 24th February, he embarked in his 
small Ikiff, bade adieu to Pittsburgh, and 
after a variety of adventures, arrived 
fafely at Louifville, diftant feven hundred 
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miles from the point of his departure. 
There he fold the boat, and proceeded 
on foot to Lexington, feventy-two miles 
farther, where he purchafed a horfe, 
and refolutely explored his way alone, 
" through difficulties which those who 
have never paffed the road could not 
form a conception of," till he arrived on 
the 17th of May at the town of Natchez, 
fix hundred and feventy-eight miles from 
Lexington. It will readily be believed 
that he had not only difficulties to en- 
counter, encumbered, as he neceffarily 
was, with his (hooting apparatus and in- 
creafing baggage, but also dangers, in 
journeying through a frightful wildernefs, 
where almoft impenetrable cane-fwamps 
and moraffes prefented obftacles to the 
progrefs of the traveller, which all his 
refolution and activity were requifite to 
overcome. Added to this, he had a 
fevere attack of dyfentery, and was com- 
pelled to continue his journey notwith- 
ftanding his painful and weakened condi- 
tion. ^ An Indian, having been made 
acquainted with his fituation, recom- 
mended the eating of ftrawberries, which 
were then fully ripe and in great abund- 
ance. On this delightful fruit, and newly 
laid eggs alone, he lived for feveral days ; 
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and he attributed his reftoration to health 
to these fimple remedies.-^ 

Of this toilfome and hazardous journey 
(the moft extenfive of his peregrinations) 
we have happily full particulars con- 
tained in Wilson's letters, which were 
publifhed in a contemporary periodical 
(called the Portfolio), and in extrafts 
from his journal, given by his American 
biographer. In a letter to Mr. Lawson, 
he thus relates the commencement of his 
" bird-catching expedition." 

" I fit down willingly to give you some 
account of my adventures and remarks 
since leaving Pittsburgh ; by the aid of a 
good map, and your usual ftock of pati- 
ence, you will be able to trace all my 
wanderings. Though generally diffuaded 
from venturing myfelf on fo long a voyage 
down the Ohio in an open boat, all things 
taken into account, I considered this my 
moft eligible plan ; and I determined ac- 
cordingly. Having purchased a fkiff, 
which I named the "Ornithologift,"! made 
my preparations, and was off. Two days 
before my departure, the Alleghany river 

1 It is a fingular coincidence that Linnaeus, after a period 
of excitement and over-fatigue fuffering from a fevere attack 
of gout, obtained relief by eating ftrawberries, to which he 
attnbuted his recovery from that and fubfequent attacks of 
his malady. 
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was one wide torrent of broken ice, and I 
reckoned on experiencing confiderable 
difficulties on this account. My ftock of 
provifions confifted of some bifcuit and 
cheefe, and a bottle of cordial, prefented 
me by a gentleman of Pittsburgh ; my 
gun, trunk, and great coat, occupied one 
end of the boat ; I had a small tin, occa- 
sionally to bale her, and to take my be- 
verage from the Ohio with, and bidding 
adieu to the smoky confines of Pitt,^ I 
launched into the ftream, and soon 
winded away among the hills that every- 
where enclofe this noble river. 

" The weather was warm and ferene, 
and the river like a mirror except where 
floating maffes of ice fpotted its furface, 
and which required fome care to fteer 
clear of ; but thefe, to my furprife, in lefs 
than a day's failing totally difappeared. 
Far from being concerned at my new 
fituation, I felt my heart expand with 
joy at the novelties which furrounded 
me : I liftened with pleafure to the whift- 

* This city (an American Birmingham), is renowned for its 
hardware manufacftories. It (lands on the fork of the two 
noble ftreams, the Alleghany and the Monongahela, which 
here meet and form the Ohio. This fork is famous in hiftory 
as having been the feat of an old intrenchment of the French 
and Indians, by whom General Braddock was defeated. It 
was the fcene of General Wafhington*s firft exploits, when he 
was a young officer in the Britifti service. 
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ling of the red bird on the banks as 
I paffed, and contemplated the foreft 
fcenery, as it receded, with increafing 
delight The fmoke of the numerous 
fugar camps, rifmg lazily among the 
mountains, gave great effeft to the vary- 
ing landfcape; and the grotefque log- 
cabins, that here and there opened from 
the woods, were diminifhed into mere 
dog-houfes by the fublimity of the im- 
pending mountains. If you fuppofe to 
yourfelf two parallel ranges of foreft- 
covered hills, whofe irregular fummits 
are feldom more than three or four miles 
apart, winding through an immenfe ex- 
tent of country, and enclofmg a river half 
a mile wide, which alternately wafhes the 
deep declivity on one fide, and leaves a 
rich foreft-clad bottom on the other, of a 
mile or fo in breadth, you will have a 
pretty corre6l idea of the appearance of 
the Ohio/; 

This river has retained its Indian 
name — ^a word of pleafant found, and in- 
dicating the true chara6ler of the lovely 
ftream — it means Beautiful. Such an 
appellation proves that the wild abori- 
gines of this marvellous land were fenfi- 
tively alive to its beauties. Alas ! how 
keenly they bewailed the lofs of its pof- 
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feffion — or rather of freedom to rove 
through it at will. Yes ! the Red Indian 
with anguifh 

" Left the loVd flielter of his native wood. 
Left the low murmur of Ohio's flood. 
And, forward rufhing, in indignant grief 
Where never foot had trod the fallen leaf 
He bent his courfe, where twilight reignM fublhne 
O'er forefts filent fince the birth of time." 

But to return to the " Omithologift" 
and its adventurous owner; he continues: 
— " I now ftripped with alacrity to my 
new avocation. The current went about 
two miles and a half an hour, and I 
added about three and a half more to the 
boafs way with my oars. In the courfe 
of the day I paffed a number of arks, or as 
they are ufually called, Kentucky boats, 
conveying what it mull be acknowledged 
are the moft valuable commodities of a 
country, viz., men, women, and children, 
horfes and ploughs, flour, millft:ones, etc. 
Several of thefe floating caravans were 
loaded with ftore goods, for the fupply 
of the fettlements through which they 
paffed ; having a counter erefted, fliawls, 
muflins, etc., difplayed, and everything 
ready for tranfafting bufmefs. On ap- 
proaching a fettlement they blow a horn 
or tin trumpet, which announces to the 
inhabitants their arrival. I boarded many 
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of thefe arks, and felt much interefted at 
the fight of fo many human beings mi- 
grating, like birds of paffage, to the luxu- 
riant regions of the fouth and weft. The 
arks are built in the form of a paral- 
lelogram, being from twelve to fourteen 
feet wide, and from forty to feventy feet 
long, covered above, rowed only occa- 
fionally by two oars before, and fleered 
by a long and powerful one fixed above. 
Thefe veffels defcend from all parts of 
the Ohio and its tributary flreams, in the 
fpring months, particularly with goods, 
produce, and emigrants. 

" I rowed twenty odd miles the firft 
fpell, and found I fliould be able to fland 
it perfe6lly well. About an hour after 
nightfall, I put up at a miferable cabin, 
about fifty-two miles from Pittsburgh, 
where I flept on what I fuppofed to be 
corn-flalks, or fomething worfe, so, pre- 
ferring the fmooth bofom of the Ohio to 
this brufli heap, I rofe long before day 
and again pufhed out into the flream. 
The landfcape on each side lay in a mafs 
of ftiadow; but the grand proje6ling 
headlands and vaniftiing points or lines 
were charmingly refle6led in the fmooth 
furface below. I could only difcover, 
when I was paffing a clearing by the 
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crowing of the cocks ; and now and then, 
in more folitary places, the big horned 
owl made a moft hideous bellowing, that 
echoed among the mountains. This noted 
and formidable bird has his favourite re- 
fidence in the dark folitudes of deep 
fwamps, covered with a growth of gigan- 
tic timber, whence he fends forth fuch 
founds as feem fcarcely to belong to this 
world, ftartling the folitary wanderer. 
This ghoftly watchman frequently warned 
me of the approach of morning, and 
amufed me with his fingular exclama- 
tions, fometimes sweeping down and 
around my fire, uttering a loud and sud- 
den Waugh O! Waugh O! sufficient to 
have alarmed a whole garrifon. He has 
other nocturnal solos no lefs melodious, 
one of which very ftrikingly refembles the 
half-suppreffed fcreams of a perfon fuffo- 
cating or throttled, and cannot fail of 
being exceedingly entertaining to a lonely 
benighted traveller in the midst of an 
Indian wildemefs ! "^ 

' Wilfon' s defcription of the plumage of owls is very 
pleafmg. ** The different characSlers of 3ie feathers of thefe 
birds is really furprifing. Thofe that furround the bill differ 
little from bridles ; thofe around the region of the eyes are 
exceeding open andunwebbed ; thefe are bounded by another 
fet, generally proceeding from the exterior edge of the ear, 
of a moft peculiar, fmaU, narrow, velvety kind, whofe fibres 
are fo exquifitely fine as to be invifible to the naked eye. 
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In this lonefome manner, with full lei- 
fure for obfervation and refle6lion, ex- 
pofed to hardfhips all day, and hard 
berths all night, to ftorms of rain, hail,, 
and fnow, for it froze feverely almost 
every night, Wilfon perfevered from 
the 24th February till Sunday evening, 
March 17th, when he moored his fkiff 
fafely in Bear Grass Creek, at the rapids 
of Ohio, after a voyage of seven hundred 
and twenty miles! His hands fuffered 
the moft, and it was fome weeks before 
they recovered their former feeling and 
flexibility. 

A few extrafts from his notes will in- 
terefl the reader. " On Monday, March 
5th, about ten miles below the mouth of 
the Great Sciota, I encountered a violent 
ftorm of wind and rain, which changed to 
hail and snow, blowing down trees and 
limbs in all dire6lions, so that for imme- 
diate preservation, I was obliged to fleer 
out into the river, which rolled and 
foamed like a fea, and filled my boat 

Above, the plumage has one general chara<5ler, adapted to 
repel rain and moifture ; but towards the roots it is of the 
mod foft, loofe, and downy fubflance in nature, — fo much fo, 
that it may be touched without being felt ; the webs of the 
wing-quills are also of a delicate foftnefs, covered with an 
almod imperceptible hair, and edged with a loofe filky down, 
fo that the owner pafles through me air without interrupting 
the mod profound filence. Who cannot perceive the hand 
of God in all thefe things T 
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nearly half full of water ; and it was with 
the greateft difificulty I could make the 
leaft head way. It continued to fnow 
violently till dufk, when I at length made 
good my landing at a place on the Ken- 
tucky fhore, where I had perceived a 
cabin, and here I fpent the evening iii 
learning the art and myftery of bear- 
treeing, wolf-trapping, and wild cat hunt- 
ing, from an old profeffor. But notwith- 
{landing the Ikill of this great mafter, the 
country here is fwarming with wolves and 
white cats, black and brown; according 
to this hunter's own confeffion, he had 
lost sixty pigs since Chriftmas last, and 
all night long the diftant howling of the 
wolves kept the dogs in a perpetual 
uproar of barking. The man was one of 
thofe people called squatterSy who neither 
pay rent nor own land, but keep roving 
on the frontiers, advancing as the tide of 
civilized population approaches. They 
are the immediate succeffors of the sa- 
vages, and far below them in good fenfe 
and good manners, as well as comforta- 
ble accommodations." 

On the afternoon of the 15th, our 
voyager entered Big Bone Creek, where, 
fecuring his boat, and leaving his baggage 
in the care of a decent family near, he 

H 
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fet out on foot, five miles through the 
woods, for the Big Bone Lick, " that 
great antideluvian rendezvous of the 
American elephants." Mr. Colquhoun, 
the proprietor, was from home, but his 
agent entertained the ftranger, and ap- 
peared much amufed at his enthufiasm^ 
The place, a low valley, everywhere fur- 
rounded by high hills, was a quagmire of 
near an acre; and here he found nu- 
merous fragments of large bones lying 
fcattered about. In purfuing a wounded 
duck acrofs the quagmire, he " had nearly 
depofited his own bones among the grand 
congregation of mammoths below," hav- 
ing funk up to the middle, and with 
much difficulty extricating himfelf. At 
this place he saw great numbers of the 
paroquets^ which vifit those diftricts in 
great flocks. He thus defcribes what he 
law : " They came fcreaming through the 
woods in the morning, about an hour 
after funrife, to drink the fait water (of the 
faline, or lick)y of which they, as well as 
the pigeons, are remarkably fond. When 
they alighted on the ground, it appeared 
at a diftance as if covered with a carpet 
of the richest green, orange, and yellow. 
They afterwards fettled in a body, on a 

' Carolina parrot 
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neighbouring- tree, which stood detached 
from any other, covering almoft every 
twig of it, and the fun fhining ftrongly 
on their gay and gloffy plumage, pro- 
duced a very beautiful and splendid 
appearance. 

" Here I had an opportunity of obferv- 
ing some very particular traits of their 
character : having shot down a number, 
some of which were only flightly wounded, 
the whole flock fwept repeatedly around 
their proftrate companions, and again 
fettled on a low tree, within twenty yards 
of the fpot where I flood. At each fuc- 
ceffive difcharge, though fliowers of them 
fell, the affection of the furvivors feemed 
to increafe; for, after a few circuits 
around the place, they again alighted 
near me, looking down on their flaughtered 
companions with fuch manifefl fymptoms 
of fympathy and concern as entirely dif- 
armed me.*' 

Anxious to try the effefts of education 
on one of thefe birds, Wilfon carried 
away an individual which was but flightly 
winged. He has given a pleafmg ac- 
count of this creature, which he calls "the 
hiflory of a particular favourite, my fole 
companion in many a lonefome day's 
march." Having conveyed it to the boat,. 
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he fitted up a place for it in the ftern and 
prefented it with fome cockle burs, on 
which it fed readily. The intermediate 
time between feeding and fleeping was 
employed by the prifoner in gnawing the 
flicks that formed its place of confine- 
ment in order to make a practicable 
breach ; which it repeatedly effefted. On 
leaving the river its owner found much 
more difficulty in conveying his pet. " I 
wrapt it up/' he fays, " clofely in a filk 
handkerchief, tying it tightly round, and 
carried it in my pocket. When I flopped 
for refrefhment, I unbound and gave it 
its allowance, which it generally de- 
fpatched with great dexterity, unhusking 
the seeds from the bur in a twinkling ; in 
doing which it always employed its left 
foot to hold the bur, as did feveral others 
that I kept for fome time. I began to 
think that this might be peculiar to the 
whole tribe, and that they were all, if I 
may ufe the expreffion, left-footed ; but 
by fhooting a number afterwards while 
engaged in eating mulberries, I found 
fometimes the left, fometimes the right 
foot flained with the fruit; the other 
always clean, from which, and the con- 
flant pra6lice of thofe I kept, it appears, 
that, like the human fpecies, in the ufe 
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of their hands, they do not prefer one or 
the other indifcriminately, but are either 
left or right-footed. But to return to my 
prifoner. In recommitting it to " durance 
vile," we generally had a quarrel ; during 
which it frequently paid me in kind for 
the wound I had inflifted and for depriv- 
ing it of liberty, by cutting and almoft 
difabling feveral of my fingers with its 
ftiarp and powerful bill. The path 
through the wildemefs between Nash* 
ville and Natchez is in fome places bad 
beyond defcription. There are dangerous 
creeks to fwim, miles of morafs to ftruggle 
through, rendered almoft as gloomy as 
night by a prodigious growth of timber, 
and an underwood of canes and other 
evergreens ; while the defcent into thefe 
sluggifh ftreams is often ten or fifteen feet 
perpendicular into a bed of deep clay. 
In fome of the worft of thefe places where 
I had, as it were, to fight my way through, 
the paroquet frequently efcaped from my 
pocket, obliging me to difmount and pur- 
fue it through the worft of the morafs 
before I could regain it. On thefe oc- 
cafions I was feveral times tempted to 
abandon it; but I perfifted in bringing 
it along. When at night I encamped in 
the woods, I placed it on the luggage by 
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me, where it ufually fat, with great com- 
pofure, dozing and gazing at the fire tiU 
morning. In this manner I carried it 
upwards of one thoufand miles in my 
pocket, where it was expofed all day to 
the jolting of the horfe, but regularly 
liberated it at meal times and in the even- 
ing at which it always expreffed great 
satisfa6lion. In pafling through the 
Chickafaw and Chaftaw nations, the 
Indians, wherever I flopped to feed, col- 
le6led around me, men, women, and child- 
ren, laughing and feeming wonderfully 
amufed with the novelty of my com- 
panion. The Chickafaws called it in 
their language, " Kelinky ; " but when 
they heard me call it Polly, they foon 
repeated the name; and wherever I 
chanced to flop among thefe people, we 
became familiar with each other through 
the medium of Poll. 

" On arriving at Mr. Dunbar s, below 
Natchez, I procured a cage, and placed 
it under the piazza, where, by its call, it 
foon attracted the paffing flocks, fuch is 
the attachment they have for each other. 
Numerous parties frequently alighted on 
the trees immediately above, keeping up 
a conftant converfation with the prifonen 
One of thefe I wounded flightiy ; and the 
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pleafure Poll expreffed on meeting with 
this new companion was really amusing. 
She crept clofe up to it as it hung on the 
fide of the cage, chattering to it in a low 
tone of voice, as if fympathifing in its 
misfortune, fcratched about its neck with 
her bill; and both at night neftled as 
clofely as poffible to each other, fome- 
times Poll's head being thruft among the 
plumage of the other. On the death of 
this companion, (he appeared reftlefs and 
inconfolable for feveral days. On reach- 
ing New Orleans, I placed a looking- 
glafs befide the place where (he ufually 
(at, and the inftant (he perceived her 
image, all her former fondnefs feemed to 
return, fo that (he could fcarcely abfent 
herfelf from it a moment. It was evi- 
dent that (he was completely deceived. 
Always, when evening drew on, and 
often during the day, (he laid her head 
clofe to that of the image in the glafs, 
and began to dofe with great compofure 
and fatisfacflion. 

" In this (hort fpace, she had learnt to 
know her name; to anfwer and come 
when called on ; to climb up my clothes, 
(it on my (houlder, and eat from my 
mouth. I took her with me to fea, de- 
termined to perfevere in her education ; 
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but, deftined to another fate, poor Poll, 
having one morning, about daybreak, 
wrought her way through the cage while 
I was afleep, inftantly flew overboard, 
and perifhed in the gulf of Mexico." 




CHAPTER VIII. 



•* Give me, for thefe cold vaults and thefe bare halls, 
The gliftening fmile of ftreams — the roar of falls ; 
For th' awful myfteries of this folemn cave, — 
Give but a breath, a cloud, a flower, a wave ; 
For all the dreadful fplendours that it boafts 
One mirrored ray from yonder ftarry hofts !" 




RRIVED at Cincinnati, our 
traveller entered in his jour- 
nal the following note : — 
" Vifited a number ' of the 
literati and wealthy of Cin- 
cinnati, who all told me that they would 
think of it, viz., of fubfcribing. They are 
a very thoughtful people." On the 1 7th 
of March he writes : — "Rained and hailed 
all laft night. Set off at eight o'clock, 
after emptying my boat of the deluge of 
water ; rowed hard all day, at noon re- 
cruited myfelf with fome bifcuits, cheefe, 
and American wine; as night fet in I 
reached the falls and heard the roaring 
of the rapids. After exceffively hard 
work arrived at Bear G^rafs Creek, and 
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faftened my boat to a Kentucky one ; 
took my baggage and groped my way to 
Louifville, where I put up at the Indian 
Queen tavern, and gladly fat down to reft 
myfelf." 

The next morning he rofe " quite re- 
frefhed," and proceeded to make his 
round of calls and to deliver fome letters 
of recommendation, with pleafmg expec- 
tations of a favourable reception, which 
were deftined to be grievoufly difap- 
pointed. Among others on whom he 
called was Mr. Audubon, the diftin- 
guifhed ornithologift, who has thus de- 
fcribed their interview. 

" One fair morning I was furprifed by the 
fudden entrance into our counting-room 
of Mr. Alexander Wilfon, the celebrated 
author of the American Ornithology^ of 
whofe exiftence I had never, until that 
moment, been apprized. This happened 
in March 1810. How well do I remem- 
ber him as he then walked up to me ! 
His long, rather hooked nofe, the keen- 
nefs of his eyes, and his prominent cheek 
bones, ftamped his countenance with a 
peculiar character. His drefs, too, was 
of a kind not ufually feen in that part of 
the country ; a fhort coat, troufers, and a 
waiftcoat of grey cloth. His ftature was 
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not above the middle fize ; he had two 
volumes under his arm, and as he ap- 
proached the table at which I was work- 
ing, I thought I difcovered fomething 
like aftonifhment in his countenance. 
He, however, immediately proceeded to 
difclose the obje6l of his vifit, which was 
to procure fubfcriptions for his work. 
He opened his books, explained the 
nature of his occupations, and requefted 
my patronage. 

"I felt furprifed and gratified at the 
fight of his volumes, turned over a few 
of the plates, and had already taken a 
pen to write my name in his favour, 
when my partner rather abruptly faid to 
me in French : * My dear Audubon, 
what induces you to fubfcribe to this 
work ? Your drawings are certainly far 
better ; and, again, you muft know as 
much of the habits of American birds as 
this gentleman!' Whether Mr. Wilfon 
underftood French or not, or if the fud- 
dennefs with which I paufed difappointed 
him, I cannot tell ; but I clearly per- 
ceived that he was not pleafed. Vanity 
and the encomiums of my friend pre- 
vented me from fubfcribing. Mr. Wilfon 
afked me if I had many drawings of 
birds. I arofe, took down a large folio, 
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laid It on the table, and (hewed him the 
whole of the contents. His furprife ap- 
peared great, as he told me he had never 
had the moft diftant idea that any other 
individual than himfelf had been en- 
gaged in. the forming fuch a coUeftion. 
He afked me if it was my intention to pub- 
lifh, and when I anfwered in the nega- 
tive, his furprife feemed to increafe. And, 
truly, fuch was not my intention ; for, 
until long after, when I met the Prince 
of Mufignano in Philadelphia, I had not 
the leaft idea of prefenting the fruits of 
my labours to the world. Mr. Wilfon 
now examined my drawings with care, 
afked if I fhould have any obje6lions to 
lend him a few during his flay, to which 
I replied that I had none ; he then bade 
me good morning, not, however, until I 
had made an arrangement to explore the 
woods in the vicinity along with him, 
and had promifed to procure him fome 
birds of which I had drawings in my 
colle6lion, but which he had never feen. 
"It happened that he lodged in the 
fame houfe with us ; but his retired habits, 
I thought, exhibited either a flrong feeling 
of difcontent, or a decided melancholy. 
The Scotch airs, which he played fweetly 
on his flute, made me melancholy too, 
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and I felt for him. Seeing that he was 
all enthufiasm, I exerted myfelf as much 
as was in my power to procure for him 
the fpecimens which he wanted. We 
hunted together, and obtained birds which 
he had never before feen ; but, reader, I 
did not fubfcribe to his work, for, even 
at that time, my collection was larger 

than his Before many days had 

elapfed,^ he left Louifville, on his way to 
New Orleans, little knowing how much 
his talents were appreciated in our fmall 
town, at leaft by m)rfelf and my friends." 

The reader muft form his own conclu- 
fions with reference to the courfe M. Au- 
dubon faw fit to adopt in refufing to fub- 
fcribe to the work of a brother naturalist, 
whofe volumes, he acknowledged, fur- 
prifed and gratified him, and while he 
had not at the time the moft remote idea 
of publifhing to the world the refult of 
his own refearches. What Wilfon thought 
may be readily inferred from the fignifi- 
cant filence he preferved as to this inter- 
view. 

Leaving his baggage to be forwarded 
by the next waggon, he haftened to 
fet out, on foot, for Lexington, diftant 
feventy-two miles. Between Shelbyville 

* Wilfon left Louifville on the fourth day. 
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and Frankfort, he went out of his way to 
fee a pigeon-rooft, which he pronounced 
the greateft curiofity he had met with 
fince leaving home. This breeding-place, 
which ftretched through the woods in 
nearly a north and south direction, was 
feveral miles in breadth, and faid to be 
upwards of forty miles in extent. In this 
tra6l, almoft every tree was furniflied with 
nefts, wherever the branches could accom- 
modate them. These remarkable birds, 
the migratory pigeons, affociate together, 
both in their migrations and during the 
period of incubation, in fuch prodigious 
numbers as almoft to furpafs belief, and 
which has no parallel among any .other 
of the feathered tribes on the face of the 
earth with which naturalifts are ac- 
quainted. While defcending the Ohio, 
our traveller had often refted on his 
oars to contemplate their aerial man- 
oeuvres. He fays, "a column, eight or 
ten miles in length, would appear from 
Kentucky, high in air, fteering acrofs to 
Indiana. The leaders of this great body 
would fometimes vary their courfe, until 
it formed a large bend of more than a 
mile in diameter, those behind tracing 
the exact route of their predeceffors ; this 
would continue fometimes long after both 
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extremities were beyond the reach of 
fight, fo that the whole, with its glitter- 
ing undulations, marked a fpace on the 
face of the heavens refembling the wind- 
ings of a wide and majeftic river. As 
thefe vaft bodies paffed over the ftream 
near me, the furface of the water, which 
was before as fmooth as glass, appeared 
marked with innumerable dimples, occa- 
fioned by their dung, refembling the com- 
mencement of a fhower of large drops of 
rain or hail." 

When returning from his vifit to the 
breeding-place juft mentioned, on his 
way to Frankfort, he met the moft pro- 
digious proceffion of thefe birds he had 
ever witneffed. They were flying, with 
great fteadinefs and rapidity, at a height 
beyond gunfliot, in feveral ftrata deep, 
and from right to left, far as ' the eye 
could reach, the mighty column extended, 
feeming everywhere equally crowded. 
Curious to know how long this would 
continue, Wilfon took out his watch to 
note the time, and fat down to observe 
them. It was then half-pafl one. He 
fat for more than an hour, but inflead of 
a diminution of this vaft concourfe, it 
feemed rather to increase in numbers and 
rapidity ; and anxious to reach Frankfort 
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before night, he rose and went on. About 
four in the afternoon, he croffed the Ken- 
tucky river at that town, at which time 
the living torrent above his head feemed 
as numerous and as extenfive as ever. 

On another occafion he Hopped at a 
houfe to procure fome milk, and while 
talking with the people within doors, he 
was fuddenly ftruck with aftonifhment at 
a loud rufhing roar, fucceeded by inftant 
darknefs, which, at the firft moment, he 
took for a tornado ; the people obferving 
his surprife, coolly said, " It is only the 
pigeons," and on running out he faw a 
flock, thirty or forty yards in width, sweep- 
ing along, very low, between the houfe 
and the mountain in the rear. 

Writing from Naftiville (April 28, 
1 8 10) Wilfon, after defcribing Lexington, 
" the metropolis of the fertile county of 
Kentucky," goes on thus to fpeak of the 
horses of Kentucky, — " They are the 
hardieft in the world, not fo much by na- 
ture as by education and by habit. From 
the commencement of their exifl:ence they 
are habituated to every extreme of ftarva- 
tion and gluttony, idlenefs and exceffive 
fatigue. In fummer they fare sumptu- 
ously ; in winter, when not a blade is to 
be feen, and when the cows have de- 
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prived them of the very bark and buds 
of every fallen tree, they are ridden into 
town, fifteen or twenty miles, through 
roads and sloughs that would become the 
graves of any common animal, with a fury 
and celerity incomprehenfible by folks on 
the other fide of the Alleghany. They 
are there faftened to the polls on the fides 
of the ftreets and around the publicfquare, 
where hundreds of them may be feen, on a 
court-day, hanging their heads, from 
morning to night, in deep cogitation, 
ruminating, perhaps, on the long expefted 
return of fpring and green herbage." 
After paffmg Danville, he continues; — 
" I was now one hundred and eighty miles 
from Nafhville, and, as I was informed, 
not a town or village on the whole route. 
Every day, however, was producing 
wonders on the woods, by the progrefs of 
vegetation. The bloffoms of the faffafras, 
dogweed, and red bud, contrafted with 
the deep green of the poplar and buck- 
eye, enriched the fcenery on every fide, 
while the voices of the feathered tribes, 
many of which were to me new and un- 
known, were continually engaging me in 
the purfuit Emerging from the deep 
folitude of the foreft, the rich green of the 
grain fields, the farm houfe and cabins 

I 
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embofomed amidft orchards of glowingf 
purple and white, gave the sweeteft relief 
to the eye. Not far from the foot, of a 
high mountain, called Molder's Hill^ I 
overtook one of thofe family caravans, fo 
common in this country, moving to the 
weftward; theproceffion occupied a length 
of road, and had a formidable appearance, 
though, as I afterwards underftood, it was 
composed of the individuals of only a 
fmgle family. In the front went a wag- 
gon, drawn by four horfes, driven by a 
negro, and filled with implements of agri- 
culture ; another heavy loaded waggon, 
with six horfes followed, attended by two 
perfons, after which came a numerous 
and mingled group of horfes, fleers, cows, 
flieep, hogs and calves, with their bells ; 
next followed eight boys, mounted double; 
alfo a negro wench, with a child before 
her ; then the mother, with one child be- 
hind her and another at the breaft ; ten 
or twelve colts brought up the rear, now 
and then picking herbage and trotting 
ahead. The father, a frefli looking man, 
informed me that he was from Wafliing- 
ton county, in Kentucky, and was going 
as far as Cumberland River ; he had two 
ropes fixed to the top of the waggon, one 
of which he guided himfelf, and the other 
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was intrufted to his eldeft fon, to keep it 
from overfetting in afcending the moun- 
tain. The fmgular appearance of this 
moving group, the mingled mufic of the 
bells and the fhouting of the drivers, 
mixed with the echoes of mountains, 
joined to the pifturefque folitude of the 
place, and various reflexions that hurried 
through my mind, interefted me greatly ; 
and I kept company with them for fome 
time, to lend' my affiftance, if neceffary." 
In the woods near the banks of the 
Green River, he mentions having met 
with a foldier travelling on foot from New 
Orleans, who complained that he had 
been robbed and plundered by the Chac- 
taw Indians as he paffed through their 
nation. Rather alarming tidings this, 
fufficient to a6l as a warning to him, but 
he feems to have treated it with semi- 
incredulity ; — "Such was the man's ftory," 
he writes, and then proceeds to relate 
that, as he advanced, the woods gradu- 
ally difappeared, and were fucceeded by 
a more open country, the whole face of 
the ground being covered with rich ver- 
dure, interfperfed with a variety of very 
beautiful flowers, altogether new to him. 
It feemed as if the whole diflrift had 
once been a general level, but that, from 
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fome unknown caufe, the ground had 
been undermined and had fallen in, in 
numberlefs places, " forming regular fiin- 
nel-fhaped concavities of all dimenfions, 
from twenty feet in diameter and fix feet 
in depth, to five hundred by fifty, the fur- 
face or verdure generally unbroken." In 
feveral places thefe holes had broken in on 
the fides and even middle of the road, to an 
unknown depth, " prefenting their g^im 
mouths as if to fwallow up the unwary 
traveller." 

The whole of this country, from Green 
to Red River, is hollowed out into thefe 
enormous caves, one of which he was 
told had been explored for fix miles, ex- 
tending under the bed of the former 
of thefe rivers. The entrance to them 
generally commenced at the bottom of 
the holes, and many were ufed by the 
inhabitants as cellars or fpring-houfes, 
having generally a fpring or brook of 
clear water running through them. Wil- 
fon defcended into one belonging to a 
Mr. Wood, accompanied by the proprie- 
tor, who carried a light. At firft, the 
darknefs was fo intenfe that he could 
fcarcely fee a few feet beyond the cir- 
cumference of the candle ; but, after hav- 
ing been in a few minutes, he began to 
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perceive objefts more diftin6lly. The 
bottom, for fifteen or twenty yards, at 
first, was fo irregular that it was neceffary 
to climb over Targe maffes of wet and 
flippery rocks. The roof rofe, in many 
places, to the height of twenty or thirty 
feet, prefenting all the moft irregular pro- 
jeftions of furface, and hanging in gloomy 
and filent horror. As they advanced, 
they paffed numerous chambers or off- 
fets, which they did not explore; and 
after three hours wandering in thefe pro- 
found regions of gloom and filence, he 
emerged with a handkerchief filled with 
bats, including one which he had never 
feen described, and a number of extraor- 
dinary infects of the gryllus tribe, with 
antennae upwards of fix inches long, and 
which he felt persuaded had never be- 
fore feen the light of day, as they fled 
from it with feeming terror, and were 
apparently as blind in it as their com- 
panions the bats. He alfo obferved num- 
bers of fmall fish fporting about, and 
drew the conclufion that they probably 
abound even in the utmoft subterranean 
receffes. 

Great quantities of native glauber salts 
are found in these caves, and are ufed 
by the country people in the fame man- 
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ner as thofe of the (hops ; but the prin- 
cipal production is faltpetre, which is 
procured from the earth in great abun- 
dance.^ 

*' In this peculiar region," fays Wilfon, 
" one great disadvantage is the want of 
water, for the whole running ftreams, with 
which the furface of the country evidently 
once abounded, have been drained off to 
a great depth, and now murmur among 
thofe lower regions, fecluded from the 
day. One forenoon, I rode nineteen 
miles without feeing water, while my 
faithful horfe looked round, but in vain, 
at every hollow, with a wifhful and lan- 
guiftiing eye, for that precious element. 
Thefe barrens fumiflied me with ex- 
cellent fport in (hooting groufe, which 
abound here in great numbers ; and in 
the delightful groves that here and there 
rife majeftically from thefe plains I found 
many new fubjects for my Ornithology." 

' One of the largeft of thefe huge caverns is called " Mam* 
moth Cave," and is a little fubteiranean ftate in itfel£ It 
has numerous ramifications, lofty domes, cataradls, pits, and 
rivers ; one of which, called the Echo River, is wide and 
deep enough to float the largeft fteamer. Among the moil 
fmgular curiofities of this ftupendous fubterranean region are 
the eyelefs fifli, found in the rivers. They are not only with- 
out eyes, but have not even the flighteft rudiments of the 
organ ; the flcull is perfectly fmooth ; fpecimens of them, 
preferved in fpirits, have been brought to this country andl 
exhibited. 
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Induced by the novel character of the 
country, our traveller refolved to explore 
it more at leifure, and " put up for feve- 
ral days at the houfe of a pious and 
worthy Presbyterian," whence he made 
excurfions in all directions through the 
furrounding country. There is fome- 
thing pleanng in this mention of his hoft, 
which feems to infer that he found fatis- 
faftion in the companioAfhip of a good 
man, whofe religious belief and early 
training reminded him doubtlefs of the 
days of his childhood and his father's 
home. 

At Nafliville, whither he next pro- 
ceeded, he was detained by conftant and 
heavy rains, which afforded him oppor- 
tunity for making various entries into his 
journal : — " April 9 — Court held to-day ; 
large concourfe of people ; there were not 
lefs than one thoufand horfes in town, 
hitched to the fide-posts." His pity was 
awakened for the poor brutes, which had 
" no food given them all day." The 
horfes were felling by auction ; but an- 
other fight foon drew his whole attention. 
A negro woman was put up for fale in 
the fame way as the beafts. Sad at 
heart, Wilfon flood by and heard her 
cried ; — " Three hundred and twenty- 
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five dollars for this woman and boy! 
going! going!" Afterwards, the help- 
lefs beings wept in anguifli together, at 
which forrowful fpectacle, his foul, burn- 
ing with a fenfe of deep indignation, he 
exclaims, " Curfed flavery ! accurfed evil ; 
this is one infernal cuftom which the Vir- 
ginians have brought into this country/' 

The next day our traveller was intro- 
duced to fome very agreeable fociety, 
forming a moft delightful contraft to 
fome he had been . conftrained of late to 
encounter. One lady efpecially charmed 
him, and it appeared to him that "savage 
ignorance, rudenefs, and boori(hnefs,were 
never fo contrafted by female fweetnefs, 
affability, and intelligence." Of another, 
whom he calls a moft lovely, accom- 
plifhed, and interefting woman, he fays : 
" She is moft unfortunately unwell, with 
a nervous complaint, which affefts her 
head. She told me moft feelingly, that 
the fpring, which brings joy to every 
other being, brings forrow to her ; for, 
in winter, me is always well." 

It had been Wilfon's intention to di- 
re6l his courfe to St. Louis ; but con- 
fidering that this would add four hun- 
dred miles to his journey and detain him 
at leaft a month, and the feafon being 
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already far advanced, and no fubfcribers 
being to be hoped for in that place, he 
abandoned the idea, and prepared for a 
journey through the wildemefs. He was 
advifed by many not to attempt it alone. 
It was faid the Indians were dangerous, 
the fwamps and rivers almoft impaffable 
without affiftance, and many other caufes 
of alarm were added to thefe. But, 
wholly undaunted, and attributing much 
of what he heard to vulgar fears and 
exaggerated reports, he equipped himfelf 
for the attempt. He rode an excellent 
horfe, on which he could depend, had a 
loaded piftol in each pocket, a loaded 
fowling piece belted acrofs his fhoulder, 
a pound of gunpowder in his flafk, and 
five pounds of fhot in his belt. He laid 
in a flock of biscuit and dried beef, and 
on Friday morning. May 4th, left Nafh- 
ville, to purfue his adventurous expedi- 
tion. 




CHAPTER IX. 



** But for the glorious privilege 
Of being independent" 




LEVEN miles from Nafti-* 
ville our traveller came to the 
Great Harpath, a ftream about 
fifty yards wide, which was 
running with great violence. 
Unable to difcover the ford, owing to 
the rain and inundations, he plunged in, 
and his horfe, being ftrong, fwam gal- 
lantly acrofs, and foon landed his rider 
on the oppofite fide. The weather being 
warm he rode in his wet garments with- 
out inconvenience, and paffed through a 
country which prefented a perpetual fuc- 
ceffion of fteep hills and low bottoms. 
Now and then a folitary farm opened 
from the woods, where the negro chil- 
dren were running naked about the yards. 
On the following day he met feveral 
parties of boatmen returning from Nat- 
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chez and New Orleans, who gave him 
fuch an account of the road, and the dif- 
ficulties they had met, as " ferved to 
ftiffen his refolution to be prepared for 
everything." Thefe poor fellows were 
in a deplorable condition of filth and 
tatters, their fkins burnt wherever ex- 
pofed to the fun, and their whole appear- 
ance perfe6lly favage. They came from 
the various tributary ftreams of the Ohio, 
hired at forty or fifty dollars a trip, to 
return back at their own charges. Some 
of them had upwards of 800 miles to 
travel. That night ten or twelve of their 
number lay on the floor of a cabin in 
which Wilfon lodged. As they fcram- 
bled up in the morning they very gene- 
rally complained of being unwell, for 
which they gave an odd reafon — lying 
within doors; it being the firft of fif- 
teen nights they had been fo indulged. 
What an idea does this little incidental 
notice prefent of the hardfhips and toils 
to which fome of our fellowmen are ex- 
pofed ! 

Seventy-two miles from Nafhville he 
arrived at a houfe or cabin, occupied by 
a fettler named Grinder — the lafl white 
man's habitation before entering the In- 
dian country. Here, in this low and 
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defolate fpot, fell, by his own hands. 
Captain G. M. Lewis, the brave and en- 
terprifing traveller, whofe journey acrois 
the Rocky Mountains had obtained for 
him a deferved celebrity. He had taken 
the command of an exploring party, in 
company with Lieutenant (afterward 
General) William Clark, in an expedi- 
tion acrofs the continent to the Pacific 
Ocean. In the courfe of their refearches, 
a valuable coUeftion had been made of 
new fubjefts in natural hiftory, " difco- 
vered and preferved amidft a thoufand 
dangers and difficulties, by the two enter- 
prifmg travellers who had done their 
utmoft to render their labours ufeful to 
fcience and their country. It had been 
the particular wifh and requeft of Cap- 
tain Lewis, expreffed to Wilfon in per- 
fon, that he fhould make drawings of fuch 
of the birds as had been preferved and 
were new ; and this defire he complied 
with (naming two fpecies after Lewis 
and Clark). He had now the mournful 
fatisfaftion of vifiting his folitary grave 
in the wildernefs, and he has given an 
affefting account of the particulars of the 
diftreffmg event, which he learned from 
the wife of Grinder. 

Governor Lewis (fhe faid) came thither 
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about funfet alone, and inquired if he 
could flay for the night ; then alighting, 
brought his faddle into the houfe. On 
being afked if he were unattended, he faid 
two fervants were behind, who, in fa6l,foon 
arrived. One of them was a negro whom 
his mafter bade fetch him his powder, 
which was in a canifter. In the mean- 
time he began walking backwards and 
forwards before the door, talking to him- 
felf. Supper being ready he fat down, 
but had only eaten a few mouthfuls, when 
he ftarted up, fpeaking to himfelf in a 
violent manner. The woman faid fhe 
obferved at this time, his face flufh, as if 
it had come on him in a fit. He then 
lighted his pipe, and drawing a chair to 
the door, fat down, faying to her, in a kind 
tone of voice, " Madam, this is a very 
pleafant evening." After fmoking a while 
he quitted his feat, and traverfed the yard, 
as before ; then again fat down to his 
pipe, feemingly compofed, and carting his 
eyes wirtfuUy towards the wert, obferved 
what a fweet evening it was. Mrs. 
Grinder was preparing a bed for him, but 
he faid he would fleep on the floor, and 
defired the fervants to bring the bear- 
fkins and buffalo robes, which were im- 
mediately fpread out for him; and, it 
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being then dufk, the hoftefs retired to the 
kitchen, and the two men to a bam, about 
two hundred yards diftant. The kitchen 
being only a few paces from the room in 
which her gueft lay, the woman, conlider- 
ably alarmed by his behaviour, was unable 
to fleep, but liftened to him walking to 
and fro, it feemed to her for hours. At 
length the filence of the night was inter- 
rupted by the found of a piftol fhot, and 
fomething fell heavily on the floor. There 
was a groan, followed by a fecond report, 
and prefently after flie heard him calling 
out, " Oh madam, give me some water, 
and heal my wounds !" Peeping through 
fome chinks in the wall, fhe faw the un- 
happy man ftagger to the door, and crawl 
out into the yard ; afterwards he got back 
into the room, and fhe could hear him 
scraping the bucket with a gourd, for 
water, which it feems was denied him in 
his agony. 

So great was the terror of the woman, 
her husband being from home, that fhe 
fuffered him to remain two hours in that 
deplorable condition, not venturing, till 
the appearance of the dawn, to fend two 
of her children to the barn for the fer- 
vants. When the men entered, they found 
their mafler dying in agony ; he implored 
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them to take his rifle and bio w his brains out ; 
exclaiming, " I am no coward; but I am fo 
ftrong, it is fo hard to die !" Juft as the fun 
rofe above the trees he expired. The 
body lay buried, clofe by die common 
path, with only a few loofe rails thrown 
over the fpot. Wilfon gave the man 
Grinder money to put a pofl-fence round 
it, to fhelter it from^ the hogs and from 
the wolves, and received his written pro- 
mife that he would do it. No wonder 
that he " left this place in a very melan- 
choly mood," which was not much re- 
lieved by the afpect of the gloomy and 
ftrange wildernefs he was on the point of 
traverfing alone. Yet, in the midft of 
his diftrefs, he had caufe for thankfulnefs 
when he remembered the goodnefs of 
God to him, and the mercy which had 
preferved him from fo fatal an end. ^ He 
could not help, he fays, recalling with a 
shudder the danger he had once most 
narrowly efcaped. At a time when he 
was labouring under great depreffion of 
fpirits, in order to foothe his mind he 
one day rambled out with his gun. The 
piece by accident flipped from his hand, 
and in making an effort to regain it, the 
lock was cocked. At that moment, had 
the gun gone off, it is more than probable 
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he would have loft his life, for the muz- 
zle was oppolite his breaft. When he 
refle6led that, in all probability, had he 
perifhed under thefe circumftances, his 
memory would have fallen under the 
dreadful imputation of fuicide, he trem- 
bled, and acknowledged his obligation 
to that watchful Providence which had 
preferved him. 

This incident may fuggeft the ob- 
fervation that there is room to entertain 
the belief some may have accidentally 
met their end, who, from the delufive 
appearance of untoward accidents, have 
been looked upon as guilty of the awful 
crime of felf-murder. Oh ! how many 
fecret things will be made known in the 
great day of the Lord, when, by the 
brightnefs of His coming, all fhades of 
darknefs fhall be difpelled, and we fhall 
know as we are known ! Then fhall be 
reftified all the falfe judgments which 
frail, ignorant mortals have paffed upon 
their fellow-men. 

Wilfon thus continues his narrative : — 
" I was roufed from this mournful reve- 
rie by the roaring of Buffalo river, which 
I forded with confiderable difficulty. I 
paffed two or three folitary Indian huts 
in the courfe of the day, with a few acres 
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of cleared land to each, but so wretchedly 
cultivated that they juft raised maize 
enough to preferve exiftence. The in- 
mates pointed out to me the diftances by 
holding up their fingers. This is the 
country of the Chickafaws. I flept at 
night in one of their huts, the Indians 
fpreading a deer-fkin for me on the floor. 
I made a pillow of my portmanteau, and 
flept tolerably well : an old Indian laid 
himfelf down befide me." 

A few lonely cabins, at difl:ant inter- 
vals, where coffee and Indian com might 
perchance be obtained, were the only 
habitations to be met with in this track, 
which is the route by which the Ken- 
tuckians and Tenneffians return from 
Natchez through the wildernefs, after 
having broken up the barques in which 
they have conveyed the produce of the 
weftem country down the Miffiffippi. 
Wilfon met, on an average, from forty to 
fixty boatmen every day on their home- 
ward way. He fpeaks of the Chicka- 
faws as " a friendly, inoffenfive people ;" 
and the Choctaws, " though more re- 
ferved,'* as equally harmlefs. He thus 
defcribes their appearance : — " The wo- 
men are generally naked from the middle 
upwards; and their heads, in many in- 

K 
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fiances, being rarely combed, look like a 
large mop. They have a yard or two of 
blue cloth wrapped round, by way of 
petticoat, that reaches to their knees. 
The boys were generally naked, except 
a kind of bag of blue cloth, by way of a 
fig-leaf. Some of the women have (hort 
jackets with fleeves, drawn over their 
naked body ; and the rag of a blanket is 
a general appendage." Elfewhere, he 
gives the following picture of their dwell- 
ings : — " The next day, I paffed through 
the Chickafaw Bigtown^ which (lands on 
the high open plain that extends through 
the country, three or four miles in breadth 
by fifteen in length. Here and there 
you perceive little groups of miferable 
huts, formed of faplings, and plaftered 
with mud and clay, About these are 
generally a few peach and plum trees. 
Many ruins of others Hand fcattered 
about, and I question whether there were 
twenty inhabited huts within the whole 
range of view. The ground was red 
with ftrawberries, and the boatmen were 
feen, in ftraggling parties, feafting on 
them. Here and there a folitary Indian, 
wrapped in his blanket, paffed fuUen and 
filent. ... In their hamlets, there is gene- 
rally one house built of a circular form and 
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plaftered thickly all over, both without and 
within, with clay. This they call a hot- 
house, and it is the general winter quarters 
of the place in cold weather. Here they 
all kennel, and having neither window 
nor place for the fmoke to efcape, it muft 
be a fweet retreat when forty or fifty of 
them occupy it." Both tribes treated 
him with civility, though, on feveral oc- 
cafions, when he paffed through their 
camps, he found many of them drunk. 
His paroquet, which has been defcribed, 
was a conftant fource of amufement to 
thefe poor favages ; and as they crowded 
around to look at it, he had " ample op- 
portunity for ftudying their physiogno- 
mies, without breach of good manners/* 
On his part, he mentions the gratification 
he felt in observing that even these wild In- 
dians fhow a friendly regard for that pretty 
favourite bird of paffage, the purple mar- 
ten. "The Choctaws and Chickafaws," he 
fays, " cut off all the top branches from 
a fapling near their cabins, leaving the 
prongs a foot or two in length, on each 
of which they hang a gourd or calabash, 
properly hollowed out, for the conve- 
nience of the martens; while, on the 
banks of the Miffiffippi, the negroes flick 
up long canes with the fame fpecies of 



132 Difficulties Overcome. 

apartments fixed to their tops, in which 
the birds regularly breed, the fame indi- 
viduals having been obferved to return 
to the fame box during feveral fucceffive 
years. He adds, "Wherever I have tra- 
velled in this country, I have obferved, 
with pleafure, the hofpitality of the in- 
habitants to thefe favourite birds. I 
never met with more than one man who 
difliked them ; this was a penurious, clofe- 
fifted German, who hated them becaufe, 
as he faid, ' they ate his peas/ I told 
him he muft certainly be miftaken, as I 
never knew an inftance of martens eating 
peas, but he replied with coolnefs that he 
had many times feen them himfelf * blay- 
ing near the hife, and going fchip-fchnapy 
by which I underftood that it was his 
bees that had been the fufferers, and the 
charge could not be denied." 

Part of the route he travelled lay 
through "the moft horrid fwamps he 
had ever feen ;" they were covered with 
a prodigious growth of canes and high 
woods, which (hut out almoft the whole 
light of day for many miles ; the banks 
of the deep fluggifh creeks were fear- 
fully precipitous, and his horfe not un- 
frequently funk in a bed of deep clay, 
up to his belly, nor could anything 



Wilfon the Omithologijl, 133 

but great ftrength and exertion have 
refcued him ; in fhort, the badness of the 
roads ' beggared defcription/ " The 
heat, too, was moft oppreffive ; and, at 
the end of three or four days, he was at- 
tacked by a defcription of dysentery, ac- 
companied by a conftant burning thirst, 
and his ftrength gave way ; fo much was 
he enfeebled that he could fcarcely keep 
his feat on horfeback. His mouth and 
throat were parched with burning fever, 
and the only relief he could obtain was 
by frequently flopping to wafh his head 
and mouth in the water, to allay the dif- 
trefiing thirft. In this painful and alarm- 
ing condition, he experienced relief from 
the fimple remedies advifed by the In- 
dians, who, pitying his fufferings, gave 
him doubtlefs the beft fuggeflions that 
could have been offered. Fresh raw 
eggs and wild flrawberries were almoft 
his fole fuftenance till the malady had 
fubfided. It is probable, however, that 
the feverity of this attack made ferious 
inroads upon his conftitution, which al- 
ready had fuffered from expofure, an- 
xiety, and over-fatigue. The heat of a 
burning fun, the violent exertion atten- 
dant upon travelling through such favage 
wilds, and the poifonous nature of the 
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water in these cane-fwamps, all combined 
to engender difease. To all thefe evils 
there was added the terror of a tropical 
ftorm, which he has thus defcribed : — 
" On the Wednefday following, I was 
affailed by a tremendous tempeft of rain, 
wind, and lightning, until I and my horfe 
were both blinded by the deluge, and 
unable to go on. I fought the firft moft 
open place, and, difmounting, flood for 
half-an hour under the moft profufe 
heavenly fhower-bath I ever experienced. 
The roaring of the ftorm was terrible ; 
feveral trees around me were broken off 
and torn up by the roots, and thofe that 
ftood were bent almoft to the ground; 
limbs of trees, of several hundred weight, 
flew paft, within a few yards of me, and 
I was aftoniftied how I efcaped. I would 
rather take my chance in a field of battle 
than in fuch a tornado again." 

At length, on the fourteenth day of his 
journey, at noon, our traveller reached 
Natchez (Miffiffippi territory), "having 
overcome every obflacle alone, and with- 
out being acquainted with the country, 
and, what furprifed the boatmen more, 
without whiflcy." 

Of this place he gives the following 
flcetch : — " The befl view of the town 
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and furrounding fcenery is from the old 
Spanifh fort on the fouth fide of the 
town, about a quarter of a mile diftant. 
From this high point, looking up the 
river, Natchez lies on your right — a 
mingled group of green trees and white 
and red houfes, occupying an uneven 
plain, much wafhed into ravines, rifmg as 
it recedes from the bluff or high pre- 
cipitous bank of the river. The country 
beyond it, to the right, is thrown up into 
the fame irregular knolls, and at the dif- 
tance of a mile, in the fame direftion, you 
have a peep of fome cultivated farms, 
bounded by the general foreft. On your 
left, you look down, at a depth of two or 
three hundred feet, on the river, winding 
majeftically to the fouth ; the interme- 
diate fpace exhibiting wild perpendicular 
precipices of brown earth. This part of 
the river and fhore is the general rendez- 
vous of all the Kentucky boats, feveral 
hundreds of which are at prefent lying 
moored to the fhore, loaded with the pro- 
duce of the thoufand fhores of this noble 
fiver. The bufy multitudes below prefent 
a perpetually varying pifture of induflry; 
and the noife and uproar, foftened by 
the diflance, with the continued crowing 
of the poultry with which many of thefe 
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arks are filled, produce cheerful and ex- 
hilarating ideas. The majeftic Miffiffippi, 
fwelled by his ten thoufand tributary 
ftreams, of a pale brown colour, half a 
mile wide, and fpotted with trunks of 
trees, that fhew the different threads of 
the current and its numerous eddies, 
bears his depth of water paft in filent 
grandeur. Seven gun boats, anchored 
at equal diftances along the ftream with 
their enfigns difplayed, add to the effect. 
A few fcattered houfes are feen on the 
low oppofite fhore, where a narrow drip 
of^leared land expofes the high gigantic 
trunks of fome deadened timber that 
bounds the woods. The whole country 
beyond the Miffiffippi, from fouth round 
to weft and north, prefents to the eye one 
univerfal level ocean of foreft, bounded 
only by the horizon. So perfe<5l is this 
vaft level, that not a leaf feems to rife 
above the plains, as if fhorn by the hands 
of heaven. At this moment, while I 
write, a terrific thunder ftorm, with all 
its towering affemblage of black Alpine 
clouds, difcharging lightning in every 
direftion, overhangs this vaft level, and 
gives a magnificent and fublime effe6l to 
the whole." 

After a ftiort ftay at Natchez, he pro- 
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ceeded to pay a vifit to W. Dunbar, 
Efq., a gentleman refiding on a planta- 
tion about nine miles off. In grateful 
terms, he mentions the kind hofpitality 
of this excellent man, who, having feen 
the firft volume of the Ornithology^ was 
eager to make the acquaintance of its 
author ; and who, though at the time 
ferioufly indifpofed, no fooner heard of 
his arrival at Natchez, than he fent an 
urgent invitation and requeft that he 
would make his houfe his home and 
head quarters, while engaged in explor- 
ing that part of the country. We may 
readily imagine how delightful to the 
wayworn traveller fuch an afylum proved. 

" The few happy days I fpent there," 
faid he, " I fhall never forget ;" and Mr. 
Ord relates that he, in fa6l, "cherifhed 
to the laft hours of his exiftence" the re- 
membrance of that vifit, during which he 
enjoyed the fociety of an amiable and 
accomplifhed family, and was able to 
purfue his darling object, making what 
he calls frequent "perambulations" in 
the neighbourhood, and adding fome 
valuable new fpecies to his colleftion. 

On the 6th June, Wilfon reached 
New Orleans, diftant from Natchez two 
hundred and fifty-two miles. As the 
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iickly feafon was faft approaching, he 
deemed it advifable not to tarry long in 
that place ; in little more than a fortnight 
he fucceeded in procuring there /ixty 
new fubfcribers, and, well pleafed with fo 
unwonted an amount of encouragement, 
took paffage in a fhip bound to New 
York, at which place he arrived on the 
30th July, andfoon reached Philadelphia, 
enriched with an abundant fupply of 
materials for his work, including feveral 
beautiful, and hitherto unknown, birds. 

Not long after his return he thus ex- 
preffes his views, feelings, and hopes, in 
a letter addreffed to his brother David. 

" By the firft opportunity, I will tranf- 
mit a trifle to our old father, whofe ex- 
iftence, fo far from being forgotten, is as 
dear to me as my own. But, David, an 
ambition of being diftinguifhed in the 
literary world has required facrifices and 
exertions from me with which you are 
unacquainted ; and a wifli to reach the 
glorious rock of independence, that I 
might from thence affifl my relatives, who 
are ftruggling with, and buffeting the 
billows of adverfity, has engaged me in 
an undertaking mofl laborious and ex- 
tensive, and has occupied almoft every 
moment of my time for feveral years^ 
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Since February, 18 10, I have flept, for 
feveral weeks, in the wildemefs alone, in 
an Indian country, with my gun and my 
piftols in my bofom ; and have found my- 
felf fo reduced by ficknefs, as to be 
fcarcely able to ftand, when not within 
three hundred miles of a white fettlement, 
and under the burning latitude of twenty- 
five degrees. I have, by refolution, fur- 
mounted all thefe, and other obftacles, in 
my way to my object, and now begin to 
fee the blue fky of independence open 
around me/' 




CHAPTER X. 



** When winter's cold tempefts and (hows are no more, 

Green meadows and brown furrow*d fields reappearing, 
The fifliermen hauling their (had to the fliore, 

And cloud-cleaving geefe to the lakes are a-fleering ; 
When firft the lone butterfly flits on the wing, 

When red glow the maples, fo frelh and fo pleafmg, 
O then comes the blue bird, the herald of fpnng I 

And hails with his warblings the charms of the feafon. 
The ploughman is pleafed when he gleans in his train. 

Now fearching the furrows — now mounting to cheer him ; 
The gard'ner delights in his fweet, fimple flrain. 

And leans on his fpade to furvey and to hear him ; 
The flow lin^ring fcnoolboys forget theyU be chid. 

While gazmg intent as he warbles before them 
In mantle of flcy-blue, and bofom fo red 

That each little loiterer feems to adore him. 
When all the gay fcenes of the fummer are o'er. 

And autumn flow enters fo filent and fallow, 
And millions of warblers, that charm'd us before. 

Have fled in the train of the fun-feeking fwallow ; 
The blue bird, forfaken, yet true to his home. 

Still lingers, and looks for a milder to-morrow. 
Till, forced by the horrors of winter to roam. 

He fings his adieu in a lone note of forrow." 



HESE pretty lines, called by 
our poet-naturalift, " a tribute 
to rural innocence," were writ- 
ten by him in honour of the 
little blue bird, one of the 
earlieft meffengers of fpring in the 
•*weftern, woody world." He may be 
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regarded as the . American robin-red- 
breaft, and is as univ6rfally efteemed. I 
have fele6led the verfes as a fuitable in- 
trodu6lion to the prefent chapter, in which 
I am defirous to make the reader as much 
as poffible " at home'' with the fubje6l of 
this memoir. Exhaufted by the fatigues 
he had undergone, he flood much in need 
of repofe and quiet, and nowhere could 
he better enjoy the advantages of rural 
retirement, than in the retreat which he 
now fought. The greater part of the 
years 181 1 -12, were fpent by him at the 
Botanical garden of his friend, Mr. 
Bartram. There, removed from the 
noife and buftle of the town, he enjoyed 
complete freedom from interruption, and 
was able to difpofe of his time to the beft 
advantage, while he occafionally folaced 
his mind with friendly converfe, and re- 
cruited his overworn and finking frame, 
by happy rambles through the neigh- 
bduring woods. Here the publication of 
his Ornithology progreffed rapidly, and 
he now tafted the fatisfaction of knowing 
that his labours had not been in vain, 
and that the value of his great work was 
becoming more and more generally ap- 
preciated. 

We fhall take the liberty to enter his 
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ftudio and look over his fhoulder, while 
he is engaged in writing the Preface to 
one of his volumes. He is too bufy to 
notice us, and we may fcan at leifure his 
appearance. Even as a poor Paifley 
weaver, he was always remarkable for 
neatnefs of habiliment and for an air 
fuperior to his condition, — "As if the 
native dignity of his mind fhone through 
his mien and bearing/' His countenance, 
tinged with melancholy, was expreffive 
of deep reflection, his eye was penetrat- 
ing and intelligent, efpecially when ani- 
mated in converfation. His eyebrows 
were flrikingly arched, and his hair, which 
was dark and gloffy, hung down over his 
fhoulders. Such he had been in his early 
days ; at a more advanced period of life 
his afpeft was fomewhat altered ; his 
form was thin, his cheekbones projected, 
and his eyes were deep-funk and hollow, 
yet full of vivacity and penetration. His 
complexion was fallow and his mifen 
thoughtful, while the features were coarfe 
and weather-beaten. 

All his movements difplayed quicknefs 
of temperament, and, as we watch him, 
his hand is rapidly tracing the characters. 
He IS writing the preface to the fifth 
volume of his ornithology, and we will 
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read a paffage. It runs thus : — " On 
many of his subjects, indeed, the author 
has it not in his power to fay much. 
The recent difcovery of fome, and the 
folitary and fecluded habits of others, 
have oppofed great obstacles to his 
endeavour in this refpect. But a time is 
approaching when thefe obftacles will no 
longer exift. When the population of this 
immenfe Weftem Republic fhall have 
diffufed itfelf over every acre of ground 
fit for the comfortable habitation of man ; 
when farms, villages, towns, and glitter- 
ing cities, thick as the ftars in a winter's 
evening, overspread the face of our be- 
loved country, and every hill, valley, and 
ftream has its favourite name, its native 
flocks and rural inhabitants, then, not a 
warbler shall flit through our thickets, 
but its name, its notes and habits will be 
familiar to all ; repeated in their fayings, 
and celebrated in their village fongs. 
* " At that happy period, ftiould any 
vefl:ige or memory of the prefent publi- 
cation exifl:, be it known to our enlight- 
ened pofterity, as fome apology for the 
deficiencies of its author, that in the^ pe- 
riod in which he wrote, three-fourths of 
our feathered tribes were altogether un- 
known even to the proprietors of the 
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woods which they frequented; that, 
without patron, fortune, or recompenfe, 
he brought the greater part of thefe from 
the obfcurity of ages ; gave to each * a 
local habitation and a name ;' collected, 
from perfonal obfervation, whatever of 
their character and manners feemed de- 
ferving of attention, and delineated their 
forms and features, in their native co- 
lours, as faithfully as he could, as records 

at leaft of their exiftence." 

And now, laying afide the pen, and 
haftily rifmg, he prepares for his morn- 
ing ramble ; — let us accompany him. 
Paffmg through the garden, he reaches 
the woods, with rapid ftride — his walk 
is quick — fo much fo that it is difficult 
for a companion to keep pace with him. 
When in purfuit of birds, he is deliberate 
and attentive ; as it were, all eyes and 
ears. And now, what is he about } He 
lingers behind a thickfet hedge, and forth- 
with begins imitating, in the moft amufmg 
manner, the violent chirping or fqueak- 
ing of young birds. What can his motive 
be ? He will tell us : — " I take this 
method of difcovering what different 
fpecies are around me ; for fuch founds, 
in the fummer feafon, in the woods, are no 
lefs alarming to the feathered tenants of 
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the bufhes than the cry of murder in the 
ftreets is to the inhabitants of a large 
and populous city. On fuch occafions of 
alarm and confternation, one of the firft 
to make his appearance is the cat-bird,^ 
who ftiows the utmost agitation at the 
diftrefsful cries of what he fuppofes to be 
his fuffering young. Other birds are 
varioufly affedled ; but none fhow fymp- 
toms of fuch extreme emotion. He hur- 
ries backwards and forwards, with hang- 
ing wings and open mouth, calling out 
louder and fafter, actually fcreaming with 
diftrefs. He bewails, he implores, in the 
moft pathetic manner, and with an agony 
of feeling which is truly affedling. Every 
feathered neighbour within hearing has- 
tens to the place to learn the caufe of the 
alarm, peeping about, with looks of con- 
fternation and fympathy. At any other 
feason, the moft perfeft imitations have 
no effe6l whatsoever on him." 

But hark ! the voice of a well-known 
and very diftinguiftied fongfter is heard, 
loud, emphatical, and full of variety. 
At this ferene hour (for it is the early 

* This bird is a very common and numerous fpecies in 
every part of the United States. It takes its name from its 
peculiar note, which exadllv refembles the cry of a vagrant 
tcitten, who has got bewildered in the briars and wants 
afliflance. 
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morning), you may plainly diftinguifh 
his voice full half a mile off. See with 
what pleafure Wilfon liftens to the ftrain, 
and hear his glad and devout expreffion 
of the delight it has given him. " This," 
he fays, " is the brown thrufh, or thrafher 
— a mod welcome vifitant to every lover 
of rural fcenery and fong. In the months 
of April and May, when our woods, 
hedgerows, and cherry-trees are one pro- 
fufion of bloffoms, when every objeft 
around conveys the fweet fenfation of joy, 
and heaven's abundance is, as it were, 
fhowering around us, the grateful heart 
beats in unifon with the varying elevated 
drains of this excellent bird ; we liften to 
its notes with a kind of devotional ecftacy, 
as a morning hymn to the great and moft 
adorable Creator of all. The human 
being who, amid fuch fcenes, and in fuch 
feafons of rural ferenity and delight, can 
pafs them with cold indifference, and 
even contempt, I fincerely pity ; for ab- 
je6l muft that heart be, and callous thofe 
feelings, and depraved that tafte, which 
neither the charms of nature, nor the 
melody of innocence, nor the voices of 
gratitude or devotion can reach." Our 
enthufiaft is now warming with his fub- 
jeft, and, after giving fome interefting 
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details illuftrative of their many admi- 
rable qualities, he utters the following 
pretty eulogium on his feathered favour- 
ites : — " It is certainly a circumftance 
highly honourable to the chara6ler of 
birds, and corroborative of the foregoing 
fentiments, that thofe who have paid the 
moft minute attention to their manners, 
are uniformly their advocates and ad- 
mirers. * He must,' faid a gentleman to 
me when fpeaking of another perfon— 
' he mull be a good man, for thofe who 
have long known him, and are moft in- 
timate with him, refpeft him greatly, and 
always fpeak well of him/ " 

Returning home with him, we are in- 
troduced byour naturalift tohis pet jayand 
Baltimore oriole, which occupy one cage, 
and are excellent friends, roofting, feed- 
ing, and playing together in perfe6l har- 
mony and good humour. Their mafter 
relates in what way he became poffeffed 
of them, and tells how, when the jay goes 
to drink, his companion very impudently 
jumps into the faucer to wafh, throwing 
the water in fhowers over him, while he 
bears it all patiently, without betraying 
the fmalleft token of irritation. On the 
•contrary, he feems to take pleafure in his 
litde fellow-prifoner, allowing her to pick 
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(which fhe does very gently) about his 
whifkers, and to clean his claws from the 
minute fragments of cheftnuts which 
happen to adhere to them. This attach- 
ment on the one fide, and mild conde- 
fcenfion on the other, is probably in part 
the effeft of mutual misfortunes, which 
are found to knit not only mankind but 
many fpecies of inferior animals more 
clofely together. 

There are many other pets in and 
around Wilfon's abode; but, as he has 
faid, no wife is there to be his comforter 
and helpmeet ; yet let it not be fupposed 
that this is owing to his indifference for 
the fociety of women, or infenfibility to 
their good qualities. We have feen how 
warmly he expreffed his delight when he 
chanced for a fhort time to be thrown 
into the company of ladies of refined and 
accomplifhed manners, and how tenderly 
he fympathised with one of them, an in- 
valid ; and we are affured by one of his 
biographers that there is reafon to be- 
lieve he had formed an attachment to a 
lady who returned his regard, and to 
whom, had his life been prolonged, he 
would have been united. 

As has been faid, the merits of our 
author were now becoming generally re- 
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cognifed. From the growing popularity 
of the work, it had been neceffary to in- 
creafe the number of the earlier volumes 
from two hundred to five hundred copies, 
and before his death, the lift of fubscribers 
included almoft every royal perfonage in 
Europe. Still his own city, Philadelphia, 
was backward in doing honour to the 
man whofe genius fhe might well have 
felt proud to fofter. Mr. Ord fays : — 
" Of all her literati, her men of benevo- 
lence, tafte, and riches, seventy only, to the 
period of the author's deceafe, had the 
liberality to countenance him by a fub- 
fcription, more than half of whom were 
tradesmen, artists, and thofe of the middle 
clafs of fociety; while the little city of 
New Orleans, in the fhort fpace of feven- 
teen days, furnilhed fixty fubfcribeirs to 
the American Ornithology !' 

In the courfe of this year (181 2) Wil- 
fon was elected a member of the American 
Philofophical Society, and in the month 
of September he made a fhort excurfion to 
the eaftward, for the purpofe of vifiting 
his fubfcribers, settling accounts with his 
agents and pursuing his investigations. 
In a letter to Mr. Ord, he writes : — 
" Dear Sir, my route up the Hudfon 
afforded great pleafure mingled with re- 
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gret that you were not with me to (hare 
the enjoyment. About thirty miles fouth 
of Albany we paffed within ten miles 
of the celebrated Catfkill Mountains, a 
gigantic group, with forefts to the fum- 
mits. From this place my journey led 
me over a ragged mountainous country 
to Lake ChampTain, along which I coafted 
as far as Burlington, in Vermont. The 
fhores are alternate fandy banks and 
rocky headlands, running into the lake. 
Every tavern was crowded with officers, 
foldiers, and travellers. Eight of us were 
left without a bed, but having an excel- 
lent great coat, I laid myfelf down in a 
Corner with a determination of fleeping 
in defiance of the uproar of the houfe 
and the rage of my companions, who 
wouki not difgrace themfelves by a pro- 
ftration of this fort. From Lake Cham- 
plain I traverfed a rude mountainous 
region to Conne6licut river, one hundred 
miles above Dartmouth College. I fpent 
feveral days with the gun in this neigh- 
bourhood, and made fome difcovenes. 
From this I coafted along theConnedlicut 
river to a place called Haverhill, ten 
miles from the foot of the Moofe Hillock, 
one of the higheft of the White Moun- 
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tains of New Hampfhire.^ I fpent the 
greater part of a day in afcending to the 
peak of one of thefe majeftic mountains, 
whence I had the moft fublime and 
aftonifhing view that was ever afforded 
me. One immenfity of foreft lay below, 
extended on all fides to the fartheft vergfe 
of the horizon, while the only prominent 
objedls were the columns of fmoke from 
burning woods, that rofe from various 
parts of the earth beneath, to the heavens; 
for the day was beautiful and ferene." 

During this excurfion, Wilfon met with 
the following ludicrous adventure : — At 
Haverhill the good people, obferving a 
ftranger among them of very inquifitive 
habits, and who evinced particular ear- 
neftnefs in exploring the country, came 
to the fage conclufion that he was a 
fpy from Canada, employed in taking 
fketches of the place to facilitate Britifh 
invafion ! Alarmed for the public fafety, 
they thought it neceffary to apprehend 
this fufpicious-looking ftranger, who was 
accordingly taken into cuftody ; when the 
magiftrate before whom he was brought, 

' The White Mountains are the higheft land in New Eng- 
land, and in clear weather are difcovered before any other 
object by veffels coming into the eaftem coaft ; but, by rea- 
fon of their white appearance, they are frequently miftaken 
for clouds. 
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on being made acquainted with his cha- 
ra6ler and purfuits, immediately difmiffed 
him, offering many apologies for the harm- 
lefs and patriotic miftake. 

Wilfon thus concludes his letter : — 
" My return was by a different route. I 
have procured three new and beautiful 
hawks, and have gleaned up a flock of 
materials which will be ufeful to me 
hereafter. I hope you have been well 
fince I left. I have myfelf been feveral 
times afifli6led with a violent palpitation 
of the heart, and went to try whether a 
fhort voyage by fea would be beneficial 
or not. In New England the rage of 
war, the virulence of politics, and the 
purfuit of commercial fpeculations engrofs 
every faculty. The voice of fcience and 
the charms of nature, unlefs thefe laft 
prefent themfelves in the form of prize 
fugars, coffee, or rum, are treated with 
contempt." 




CHAPTER XI. 

The^ H'lyflB, nature's fel'lhaUmouri 

By wood and wild. 
Where, tmply, pity ftrays forlorn, 

Frae man exil'd. 
Moum, ye wee fongftera o' the wood ; 
Ye groups that crap the heather bud ; 
Ye curlewa callii^ thro" a clud ; 

Ye whiftling plover ; 
And mourn, ye whirring paitrick brood ; 

He's gajie for ever I 
Mourn, clam'ring craiks at clofe o* day, 
'Mang fields o' flow'ring clover gay ; 
And when ye wing your annual way 

Frae our cauld Ihore, 
Tell thae far warla, wha lies in clay. 

Wham we deplore," 

" ILSON'S letter to Mr. Ord, 
given in the preceding chap- 
ter, is the laft of thofe which 
were written to friends during 
his various excurfions. In 
addition to the journeys before men- 
tioned he made feveral fhort excurfions 
to different parts, and five times vifited 
the coaft of New Jerfey, in purfuit of the 
waders and web-footed tribes, which are 
there found in immenfe numbers. The 
aggregate of his peregrinations amounted 
to upwards of ten thoufand miles. 
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In the early part of the year 1813 the 
feventh volume of the " Ornithology" 
was completed, and foon after its publi- 
cation he again fet out, accompanied by 
Mr. Ord, on an expedition to Egg Har- 
bour, to procure materials for the eighth 
volume, which would principally have 
contained the marine waterfowl. This 
was his laft expedition, and occupied 
nearly four months. On his return to 
Philadelphia he applied himfelf with the 
greateft diligence to prepare the letter 
prefs for the forthcoming volume, which 
he thought would nearly terminate his 
labours, and bring him to the completion 
of a work on which he had rifked his 
reputation, his fortune, and his earthly 
all. Unhappily this obje6l was attended 
with fuch an excefs of toil as brought on 
an attack of his old complaints, which 
had gradually been becoming more fre- 
quent when mind or body was haraffed 
and agitated in the profecution of any 
favourite obje6l. 

In the laft letter which he is known to 
have written to his friends in Paifley, after 
fympathizing with his correfpondent on 
the death of a fon, he makes the follow- 
ing melancholy ftatement regarding his 
own declining health : — " I am myfelf 
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far from being in good health. Intenfe 
application to ftudy has hurt me much. 
My eighth volume is now in the prefs 
and will be publiflied in November. One 
volume more will complete the whole.'' 
Alas ! that much defired confummation 
was denied him. The dyfentery, his 
former foe, refumed its deadly affaults, 
and after a few days illnefs, notwithstand- 
ing all that medical fcience and ardent 
friendfhip could effedl, Wilfon expired. 
The immediate caufe of the final attack, 
as related by one of his American friends 
when on a vifit to Scotland, was ftrikingly 
chara6leriftic of the man. While he was 
fitting in the houfe of a friend, engaged in 
lively converfation, he fuddenly chanced 
to catch fight from the window of fome 
bird of a rare fpecies, which he had long 
been in fearch of In a moment he flew 
from his feat, ran out and commenced 
the chafe, followed his game, fwam acrofs 
a river over which it had flown, fired at 
and killed it, and bore it back in triumph. 
But he had caught cold from the impru- 
dent expofure, and, in a few hours, fatal 
fymptoms enfued, which fpeedily termi- 
nated his exiftence. He breathed his 
laft on the 23rd Auguft, 18 13, being in 
the forty-eighth year of his age. 

His brother, who had Ihortly before 
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joined him in America, haftened, the 
moment he heard of his illnefs, to Phila- 
delphia. He found him fpeechlefs, and, 
taking his hand, endeavoured to elicit 
fome token of recognition. He thought 
the fufferer appeared to know him, but 
that was all. 

Thus prematurely terminated the career 
of Alexander Wilfon, the American omi- 
thologift, than whom, perhaps, nature 
never had a more ardent purfuer, and 
his fame, in the peculiar department of 
fcience to which he devoted himfelf, will 
endure for ages. 

His American biographer thus de- 
fcribes the virtues and failings of the 
friend, whofe lofs he deplored with evi- 
dent warmth and fmcerity of feeling : — 
" Mr. Wilfon was poffeffed of the niceft 
fenfe of honour. In all his dealings he 
was not only fcrupuloufly juft, but highly 
generous. His veneration for truth was 
exemplary. His difpofition was focial 
and affeftionate. His benevolence ex- 
tenfive. He was remarkably temperate 
in eating and drinking : his love of re- 
tirement preferving him from the con- 
taminating influence of the convivial 
circle ; and unlike the majority of his 
countrymen, he abftained from the ufe of 
tobacco in every (hape. 
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" But as no one is perfe6l, he, in a fmall 
degree, partook of the weaknefs of hu- 
manity. He was of the genus irritabile^ 
and was obftinate in opinion. It ever 
gave him pleafure to acknowledge error 
when the conviction refulted from his 
own judgment alone ; but he could not 
endure to be told of his miftakes. Hence, 
his affociates had to be fparing of their 
criticifms through a fear of forfeiting his 
friendftiip. With almoft all his friends 
he had occafionally, arifing from a colli- 
fion of opinion, fome flight mifunderiland- 
ing, which was foon paffed over, leaving 
no difagreeable impreffion ; but an a6l of 
difrefpeft or wilful injury, he would fel- 
dom forgive. 

" Such was Alexander Wilfon. When 
the writer indulges in retrofpeftion, he 
again finds himfelf in the fociety of that 
amiable individual, whofe life was a feries 
of thofe virtues which dignify human na- 
ture ; when he attends him, in fancy, on 
his wild-wood rambles, and liftens to 
thofe charming obfervations which the 
magnificence of creation was wont to 
give birth to, or beholds him in the focial 
circle, and notes the complacency which 
his prefence infpired in all around — a 
tranfition from the paft to the prefent 
quickens the anguifh with which he re- 
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flefts that that beloved friend can revifit 



us no more." 



As a youth, we are affured, Wilfon was 
both beloved and efteemed by his com- 
rades ; and Sir William Jardine says : — 
" In his birthplace, a fociety has been 
formed by his admirers, who meet annu- 
ally to talk over paft recollections, when 
the merits of his works and the remem- 
brance of the deceafed poet and naturalift 
are commemorated in a fpeech or an ode. 
Among all his former friends who ftill 
enjoy life, his name is welcomed with 
an enthufiafm which I have never feen 
equalled. Paifley is juftly proud of her 
late townfman." 

Surely, America has equal reafon to 
do him honour. When Ihe numbers up 
her jewels, and points to Wafhington, 
her glorious ftatefman ; to Edwards, her 
profound divine ; to Judfon, her noble 
miffionary ; to Franklin, her fage philo- 
fopher ; to Cooper, her charming novelift; 
to Kane, her noble-minded and enter- 
prifing traveller ; and to Longfellow, her 
fpirit-ftirring poet; Ihe will place high 
among her illuftrious fons the great na- 
turalift, Alexander Wilfon. 

It is mentioned by Mr. Ord that Wil- 
fon had propofed, on the completion of his 
Ornithology, to publifti an edition in four 
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volumes o6lavo, the figures to be en- 
graved on wood, fomewhat after the man- 
ner of Bewick's Britijh Birds. He alfo 
contemplated a work on the Quadrupeds 
of the United States, to be printed in the 
fame ftyle as the Ornithology. Surely 
all muft regret that his early death pre- 
vented the carrying out of thefe proje6ls. 

Part of the eighth volume of the Orni- 
thology having been put through the 
prefs while the author was living, the re- 
mainder was edited by Mr. Ord, and 
publifhed in January 18 14. Subse- 
quently, a ninth volume was given to 
the world by Charles Lucien Buonaparte, 
Prince of Mufignano. 

Wilfon was buried in the cemetery of 
the Swedilh church, in the diftri6l of 
Southwark, Philadelphia, and a plain 
marble tomb marks the place where he 
is laid. It was afterwards remembered 
that, fpeaking with a friend one day on 
the fubjedl of death, he had expreffed a 
wifh that his body fhould repofe in fome 
rural fpot facred to peace and folitude, 
and where the birds might Jing over his 
grave. In reading this affedling trait, 
one cannot fail to recall to mind thofe 
exquifite lines of Burns which are quoted 
at the head of the prefent chapter. 

It is with a feeling of regret that I find 
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myfelf at the termination of my pleafing 
tafk. I know not how I can more ap- 
propriately clofe this fketch than by 
adopting Wilfon's own language at the 
commencement of one of his volumes. 

" If I Ihould have fucceeded in in- 
ducing one youth to become more inti- 
mately acquainted with the feathered 
creation, and thus have multiplied their 
virtuous enjoyments, and rendered them 
more humane to thofe little chorifters, 
how gratifying to my heart would be the 
refleftion ! For, to me, it appears that, 
of all the inferior creatures, Heaven feems 
to have intended birds as the moft cheer- 
ful affociates of man, to foothe and exhi- 
larate him in his labours by their varied 
melody, of which no other creature but 
man is capable ; to prevent the increafe 
of those fupernumerary hosts of infe6ls 
that would foon confume the products of 
his induftry ; to glean up the refufe of 
his fields, that * nothing be loft;' and, 
what is of much more intereft, to be to 
him the moft endearing examples of the 
tendereft connubial love and parental 
affedlion." 

FINIS. 
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and sold separate, price IO5. 6^. 



NEW BOOKS FOR YOUNG PEOPIaE. 

HE Children's Picture-Book of Birds and Beasts; with 
120 Original Illustrations by William Harrey. 3 vols. Sop. 
roy. 16mo. cloth, gilt edges, each hs. 

The Children's Picture Book of the Sagacity of Animals. With 
numteous Illustrations by Harrison Weir, miper-royal Idmo. eloth. 
^Shortly.) 

The Children's Picture Book of Fables. Written expressly fbr 

Children, and Illustrated with Fifty large Engravings, fW>m Drawings 
by Harrison Weir. Square, cloth extra, 5«. ; or coloured, 9s. 

The Children's Picture Book of Country Scenes. B^ Harriet 
Myrtle. Illustrated with Fifty-five Engravmgs, from Drawings fay Bir- 
ket Foster, George Thomas, William Harvey, and Harrison Weir, sqvart 
16mo., handsomely bound, gilt edges, price 6s. ; or coloured, 9«. 

The Home Treasury of Old Story Books and Ballads. Newly 
revised ; with Sixty Engravings, firom designs by C. W. Cope, B.A., T. 
Webster, R.A., J. C. Horsley, A.R.A., H. J. Townshend, &e. Bqaart 
cloth extra, bs. ; or coloured, 9«. 

The Seven Champions of Christendom. Re-written for Boys; 
bv W. H. Q. Kinffston, Author of '' Ernest Bracebridge." With 8izt««B 
Illustrations by John Franklin. Sqi^^e, cloth, b*. 

Favourite Pleasure Books fur Toung Children. Each printed 00 
Thick Paper, and richly coloured in a style never before attttnptcd il 
the price, from drawings by John Absolon, Edwwrd Wehnert, and Har- 
rison Weir. 6(/. each, or, complete in one volome, with 100 taperior Co- 
loured Plates, cloth, gilt edges. 0s. 

The Babes in the Wood. Illustrated by Lady Waterfbrd, co- 
loured in Fac-bimile of the Original Drawings. Uniform with ** Child's 
Play." Cloth, 6#. 
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Songs for the Little Ones at Home. Illustrated with Sixteen 
beaatifally rolonred Pictnres by Birket Foster and John Absolon. Small 
4to., cloth, gilt edges, uniform with " Child's Play," 6s. 

Child's Play. Illustrated with Sixteen Coloured Drawings by 
£. V. B., printed in iac-simile by W. Dickes' process, and ornamented 
with Initial Letters. Imp. 10mo. cloth extra, 5ff. The Original Edition 
of this work was published at One Guinea. 

Fancy Tales, from the German. By J. S. Laurie, H. M. "in- 
spector of Schools, and Otto Striedinger. Illustrated by H. Sandercock. 
Super-royal Itfmo. cloth, 58. 

The Nursery Playmate. With 200 Illustrations, beautifully 
printed on thick paper. 4to. Ulustrated boards, bs. 

The Babes in the Basket : a Tale of the West Indian Insurrec- 
tion. With an Illnstration. Fcap. cloth, 28. 

Difficulties Overcome ; or, Scenes in the Life of Alexander Wil- 
son, the Ornithologist. By Miss L. Bri^htwell, Author of '* Heroes of 
the Laboratory," &e. With an Illustration. Fcap. cloth, 28. 

The Boy's Own Book of Boats. By W. H. G. Kingston, Author 
of ** Ernest Bracebridge," &c. With numerous Illustrations by Edwin 
Weedou, engraved by W. J. Linton. Fcap. cloth, 58. 

Ernest Bracebridge : or. Schoolboy Days, by W. H. G. Kingston, 
Author of " Peter the Whaler," &c. Illustrated with Sixteen Engrav- 
ings, descriptive of Schoolboys' Ghunes and Pastimes, drawn by Qeorge 
H. Thomas, and printed in Tintp by Edmund Evans. Fcap. 8vo. 5s. 

The Voyage of the " Constance : " a Tale of the Arctic Seas. 
With an Appendix, comprising the Story of " The Fox." By Mary G-il- 
lies. Illustrated with Eight Engravings on Wood, firom Drawings by 
Charles Keene. Fcap. 8vo. cloth, 58. 

The Swiss Family Bobinson ; or, the Adventures of a Father and 
Mother and Four Sons on a Desert Island. With Explanatory Notes and 
Illustrations. First and Second Series. New Edition, complete in on* 
volume, 3s. 6kf. 

The Child's Book of Nature, by W. Hooker, M.D. With 180 
Illustrations. Sq. 12mo. cloth, bevelled. Ss. 6d. 

Actea : a First Lesson in Natural History. By Mrs. Agassiz. 
Edited by Professor Agassis. Illustrated. Fcap. 8vo. 3s. 6d. 

How to Make Miniature Pumps and a Fire-£ngine : a Book for 
Boys. With Seven Illustrations. Fcap. Is. 

Geography for my Children. By Mrs. Harriet Beecher Stowe. 
Author of ** Uncle Tom's Cabin," &c. Arranged and Edited by an Eng- 
lish Lady, under the Direction of the Authorras. With upwards of Fifty 
Illustrations. Cloth extra, 4s. 6d. 

The Boy Missionary ; a Tale for Young People. By Mrs. J. M. 
Parker. Contents : — Chapter I. What can Davie do ? — II. The Way opens. 
—III. The Work begins.— IV. Planting the Seed.— V. The First Frost. 
—VI. Poor Jack.— VII. Signs of the Harvest.- VIII. It looks like a 
Storm. — IX. It clears away.— X. Reaping Time. Fcap. 8vo. cloth, Is. 6d. 
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FAMIIaY READING 8ERIE8. 

Household Library of Tale and Travel : a Series of 

Works specially adapttfd for Family Beadinff,Distriet. Libra- 
ries and Book Clabs, Presentation and Prixe Books : — 




HE 



1. Thankfalness ; a Narrative. By 
Charles B. Tayler, M.A. 4th 
Edition. 3«. M. 

8. Earnestness; a Sequel. By the 
Same. Third Edition, 'ds. M. 

3. Truth; or, Persis Clareton. By 

the Same. 2s. 6^;. 

4. Recollections of Alderbrook. By 

Emily Judson. Ss. 6d. 
6. Tales of New England Life. By 

Mrs. Stowe. 2s. 6d. 
6. Sunny Memories in Foreign Lands. 

By the Same. 2s. 6d. 
T. Shadyside; a Tale. By Mrs. 

Hubbell. 3s. 6d. 

8. Memorials of an Only Daughter. 

By the Same. 3s. 6d. 

9. The Golden Sunset. By Miss 

Boulton. 2s. 6d. 

10. Mabel Vaughan. By the Author 

of " The Lamplighter." 3s. 6d. 

11. Types of Womanhood. By the 

author of •♦ Ethel." 2s. 6d. 



12. The Hills of the Shatemae. By 

Miss Warner. 2s. 6d. 

13. The Nun. By Mrs. Sherwood. 

2s. ed. 

14. The Unjprotected ; a NarratiTe. 

By a London Dressmaker, fie. 

16. Dred; a Tale of the Great Dismal 

Swamp. By Mrs. Stowe. 2s. 6d. 

16. Swiss Family Robinson, and 8e- 

?uel. Complete edition, 8f . fkL 
llustrated. 

17. Legends and Records. Br Chas. 

B. Tayler, M.A. 3s. W. 

18. Records of a Good Man's Life. By 

the Same. 3s. 6d, 

19. Life Allegories and Similitudes. 

By Dr. Cheever. is. fid. 

20. The Fools' Pence, and other Nar- 

ratives of Every-day Life. Il- 
lustrated, cloth, 3s. fid.; or ia 
stiff cover, 2s. 6d. 

21. The Boy MiMionary. By Mis. 

J. M. Parker. 2s. 6(/.; or ia 
stiff covers. Is. 6d. 



%* The above are printed in ^ood type and on the best paper, bonad 
in cloth, gilt back ; each work distinct and sold separately. 




IN LITERATURE AND 1VORK8 OF 
REFERENCE. 

HE British Catalogue of Books Published during 1859 
— 21st Year. Compiled by Sampson Low. In two parts. Part 
I. The full title-pa^e of every work published in Great Britaaa 
during the year, with the size, price, publisher, and month of 
publication. Part II. An Index of Snbiects, showinff atoae 
view all that has been published upon any given subject. 8vo. 6t. 6d. 

Index to the Subjects of Books published in the United Kingdom 
during the last Twenty Years— 1837-1857. One vol. royal 8vo. Mo- 
rocco, 1/. 6s. 

Although nominally the Index to the British Catalogue, it is eqvallj 
so to all general Catalogues of Books during the same period, contaiaiaf 
as many as 74,000 references, under subjects, so as to ensure immfidistt 
reference to the books on the subject required, each giving title, pries, 
publisher, and date. 

Two valuable Appendices are also given— A, eoataiaing ftall lists of sll 
Libraries, Collections, Series, and Miscellanies—and B, a list of lAUtUf 
Societies, Printing Societies, and their Issnes. 
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An Index to Current Literature, comprising a Reference, under 
Author and Subject, to every Book published in the English Language 
during the quarter : each Reference giving Size, Price, Publisher, &c. ; 
also to Articles in Science, Literature, ana Art, in Serial Pnblicationci, 
including the ** Times" Newspaper, the Weekly, Monthly, and Quarterly 
Reviews, &c. &c. By Sampson Low. Subscription, including postage, 
if. 4£^. per annum. 

\* The first year's Subscription entitles Subscribers to the issue of 1 
to d for the whole of 1859, in one alphabet, and in future the Publication 
will be continued Quarterly. 

The American Catalo^e, or English Guide to American Lite- 
rature ; giving the full title of original Works published in the United 
States of America since the year 1800, with especial reference to the 
works of interest to G-reat Britain, with the size, price, place, date 
of publication, and London prices. With comprehensive Index. Svo. 
28. ed. Also Supplement, 1837-60. Svo. ed. 

The Publishers' Circular, and General Kecord of British and 
Foreign Literature ; ^ving a transcript of the title-page of every work 
published in Cfreat Britain, and every work of interest published abroad, 
with lists of all the publishing houses. 

Published regularly on the 1st and 15th of every Month, and forwarded 
post free to all parts of the world on payment of 8s. per annum. 

\* Establisfied by the Publishers of London in 1887. 

The Handy-book of Patent and Copyright Law, English and 
Foreign, for the use of Inventors, Patentees, Authors, and Publishers. 
Comprising the Law and Practice of Patents, the Law of Copyright of 
Designs, the Law of Literary Copyright. By James Fraser, Esq. Post 
8vo. cloth. 

A Concise Summary of the Law of English and French Copyright 
Law and International Law, by Peter Burke. 12mo. 5s. 

An Enlarged Dictionary of the English Language. By Dr. 
Worcester. Royal 4to., cloth. 1/. lis. Si. 

In announcing this work, upon which the author has been unceasingly 
engaged since 1846, the publishers are fortified in their expectation of in- 
troducing the most valuable and comprehensive Dictionary of the English 
Language to the public that has yet ap{>eared by the verdict of some of 
the first philologists of the day. That it is a marvel of industry, superior 
manufacture, and skill, they can testify by the mere comparison of the 
book with any similar work. 

It contains 400 pages more than the Quarto Dictionary of Dr. Webster, 
and 42,000 more words than Dr. Todd's Edition of Johnson. 

It comprises 1834 pages large quarto, in a good bold Type and upon ex- 
cellent Paper, substantially bound in cloth, for One Guinea-and-a-half. 

Lectures on the English Language. By the Hon. George P. 
Marsh, late U. S. Ambaissador at Constantinople. 8vo. Cloth, IQs. 



EDUCATIONAZ.. 

EOGRAPHY for my Children, by Mrs. H. B. Stowe. 

Fifty Illustrations. Sq. 8vo. is. 6d. 




System of Physical Geography, by D. M. Warren, 
with Coloured Maps. 4to. Is. 6a. 



A 

Latin-English Lexicon, by Dr. Andrews. 7th Edition. Svo. I%w. 
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A Manual of the Chaldee Language ; containing a Chaldee Gram* 
mar, chiefly firom the German of Professor G. B. Winer. Bj ElUs Riggtt 
D.D. Second Edition, revised. Post 8to. cloth, Is. fid. 

The Grammar of English Grammars ; Historical and Critical, 
by Goold Brown. Second Edition. 8vo. 25i. 

First Book in Composition, by F. Brookfield. 18mo. 2s. 6c2. 

Art of Elocution, with a Modem Speaker, by George Vandenhoffl 

Second Edition. 12mo. 5s. 

The Laws of Life, with especial reference to the Education of 
Qirls. By Elizabeth Blackwell, M.D. New Edition, revised by the 
Author, 12mo. cloth, 3s. 6d. 

Letters to the People, on Health and Happiness ; by Catherine 
E. Beecher. Illustrated. 12mo. 8s. 6d. 

^ Physiology and Calisthenics ; by the same Author. Illustrations. 
12mo. 3s. 6d. 

Select British Eloquence, by Channcy A. Goodrich. Svo. cL I8f. 



HISTORY AND BIOGRAPHY. 

LUTARCH'S Lives. An entireljr new Library Edi- 

) tion, carefully revised and corrected, with some Original Trans- 
lations by the Editor. Edited by A. H. Clough, Esa. some- 
time Fellow of Oriel College, Oxford, and late Proressor of 
English Language and Literature at University College. 6 
vols. Svo. cloth. 21. lOs. 

The Life, Travels, and Books of Alex. Von Humboldt. With an 
Introduction by Bayard Taylor, Author of " Life and Landscapes in 
Egypt," &c. In one vol. post Svo. cloth, 8«. 6d. with portrait on steel. 

The Life of General Garibaldi, the Roman Soldier, Sailor, Patriot, 
and Hero ; with Sketches of his Companions in Arms. Translated from 
hJH private MSB. by his frieAd and admirer, T. Dwight. With a Portrait 
on Dteel. Post Svo. cloth, 6s. 6(/. 

The Life of General Havelock, K.C.B. By the Hon. J. T.Headley, 

late Secretary of the State of New York. In one vol. pott Svo. cloth, 

6s. 6d. 

Public Economy of the Athenians, by Augustus Boeckh, from 
the 2nd (German Edition. Svo. 2ls. 

The Works of Josephus, with a Life written by Himself. Trans- 
lated from the original Greek, includiuff Explanatory Notes and Obser- 
vations. By William Whiston, A.M. With a Complete Index. 4 vols. 
Svo. cloth, 24«. 

The Monarchy of France, its Rise, Progress, and Fall, by WilliaiD 

Tooke, F.H.S. Svo. New Edition. 7s. Si. 

A Diary of the American Revolution, from Official and Authentic 
Sources. By Frank Moore. With several Engravings on Steel, Maps, 
Plans, &c. 2 vols. Svo. 1/. 105. 
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George Washington's Life, by Washington Irving. Library 
^ Illustrated Edition. 5 vols. Imp. 8vo. Al. As. Library Euit. Royal 8vo. 
12s. each 

Life of John Adams, 2nd President of the United States, by C. 
F. Adams. 8vo. lis. Life and Works complete, 10 vols. lis. each. 



TRAVEZ. AND ADVENTURE. 

HE Cottages of the Alps; or, Life a|^d Manners in 
Switzerland. By a Lady. Illustrated with the Crests of the 
Cantons. 2 vols, post Svo. Cloth extra, 2ls. 

" A valuable sketch of the present state of Suntzerland." — 
Examiner. 
" A book that has been long wanted." — Daily News. 

A Journey into the Back Country, including an Exploration of 
the Valley of the Mississippi. By Frederick Law Olmstead, Author of 
*' Walks and Talks of a Farmer in England," &c. Svo. cloth, 8s. M. 

The Prairie and Overland Traveller ; a Companion for Emigrants, 
Traders, Travellers, Hunters, and Soldiers, traversing great Plains and 
Prairies. By Capt. B. B. Marcey. Illustrated. Fcap. 8vo. cloth, 35. Qd, 

" This is a real, carefully executed collection of information and ene- 
riences, the which every one who takes up will hardly lay down until he has 

read from A to Z It is not only valuable to the special traveller, but 

fascinating to the general reader The author is as full of matter as any 

old sailor who has sailed four times round the world." — Athenatan. 

Ten Years of Preacher Life ; Chapters from an Autobiography, 
By William Henry Milbum, Author of *< Rifle, Axe, and Saddle- Bags." 
With Introduction by the Rev. William Arthur, Author of " The Success- 
ful Merchant," &c. Crown 8vo. cloth. As. 6d. 



" The book must be a favourite by 
force of its talents, its stories, and its 
amusing variety." — LondonReview. 

** He is a capital storyteller, and 
anybody who does not heartily en- 



joy his book must be as unamnsable 
as Louis XIV., when Madame de 
Main tenon found him so heavy on 
hand." — Spectator. 



Travels in Greece and Russia. With an Excursion to Crete. By 
Bayard Taylor, Author of ** Summer and Winter Pictures in Sweden, 
Norway, and Lapland." Post 8vo. cloth, with two Illustrations. Is. Qd. 

Summer and Winter Pictures of Sweden, Lapland, and Norway, 
by Bayard Taylor. Post Svo. cloth, 8s. 6d. 

Waikna; or. Adventures on the Mosquito Shore. By E. G. 
Squier, Esq. Author of " Travels in Central America." 12mo. boards. 
Illustrated cover. Third Edition, price Is. 6d. 
**A narrative of thrilling adventure and singular beauty." — Daily Ntfws. 

Southern Lights and Shadows ; a book for intending Emigrants 
to Australia, by Frank Fowler, late of Her Majesty's Civil Service, New 
South Wales. Cloth extra, 2s. 6d. ;, or cheap edition. Is. 6d. 

The Merchant Abroad, by George Francis Train. Post Svo. 8«. 6rf. 

The New and the Old ; or, California and India in Romantic As- 
pects. By J. W. Palmer, M.D. Author of " Up and Down the Irrawaddi; 
or, the Gfolden Dagon." Post 8vo. cloth. 8s. 6d. 

The States of Central America, by E. G. Squier. Cloth. 18<. 



8 Sampson Low, Son, and 0o*8 

A Health Trip to the Tropics, by N. Parker Willw. Post 8vo. 

lo«. dd. 

Canada and its Resources. Two Prize Essays, by Hogan and 
Morris. 7«m or separately, Is. 6d. each, and Map, 3s. 

Central Africa ; or, Life and Landscapes from Egypt to the Negro 
Kingdoms of the White Nile, by Bayard Taylor. 7s. 6d. 

India, China, and Japan, by Bayard Taylor. 7s. 6d. 

Palestine, Asia Minor, Bicily, and Spain. By Bayard Taylor. 

(2nd Edition.) 7s. 6d. 

Boat-Life and Tent-Life in Egypt, Nubia, and the Holy Land, 
by W. C. Prime. 2 vols. Post 8vo. 17«. 

Letters from Spain and Other Countries in 1857-8. By William 
Cnllen Bryant. Post 8vo. cloth. Ss. 6d. 

The Attache in Madrid ; or. Sketches of the Court of Isabella II. 

From the German. Poet 8vo. 7s. 6d. 

At Home and Abroad, by Madame Ossoli Fuller. 7s. 6d, 

Sunny Memories of Foreign Lands; by Mrs. Harriet Beecher 

Stowe. With 60 Illustrations. 2s. 6d. 

Impressions of England, by the Rev. A. Cleveland Coxe. 6«. 



SCIENCE AND DISCOVERY. 

HYSICAL Geography of the Sea ; or, the Economy 

of the 8ea and its Aaaptadons, its Salts, its Waters, its Climates, 
^ its Inhabitants, and whatever there may be of ^reneral interest 

in its Commercial Uses or Industrial Pursuits. By M. F. 

Maury, LL.l)., Lieutenant of the United States' Navv. Eighth 
and cheaper Edition, with important additions, with Illustrative Charts 
and Diagrams. Crown 8vo. cloth. Us. 




•• We ciT greatly if Lieut. Maury's 
book will not hereafter be cla!<8ed with 
the works of the great men who have 
taken the lead in extending and im- 
proving knowledge and art ; his book 



displajrs in a remarkable degree, like 
the * Advancement of Learning/ and 
the ' Natural History' of Bnffon, pro- 
found research and magnificent ima- 
gination." — Illustrated London Ann. 



The Physical Geography of the Sea and its Meteorology. By 

tho 8ame Author, l)a8ed on his first Work. 8vo. [hi PreparaHom. 

Tho K«Mlge Anchor ; or, Young Sailor's Assistant, by William 
Brady. Seventy Illustrations. 8vo. 16s. 

Theory of the Winds, by Capt. Charles Wilkes. 8vo. cl. 8s. ^ 

Archaia; or, Studies of the Cosmogony and Natural History of 

the Hebrew Scriptures. By Profc8.Hor Dawson, Principal of McOiU 

College, Canada. Post 8vo. cloth, 7s. 6</. 

" It is refreshing to meet with an author who has reflected deeply, aad 

obscn'c<l UH well as read fully, before he has put forward his pages in print. 

He will be remembered, and perhaps read, when incompetent writers hare 

been forgotten. We heartily commend this hook to intelligent and thonghtfii] 

readera : it will not suit others. Its tone throughout is good, while as mach is 

RondeuHtHl in this one volume as will be required by the general ttndent."'-^ 

AtAetueum, 
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The Recent Progress of Astronomy, by Elias Loomis, LL.D. 
3rd Edition. Post 8vo. Is. 6d. 

An Introduction to Practical Astronomy, by the Same. 8vo. 

cloth. Ss. 

The Bible and Astronomy, by Dr. Kurtz, from the 3rd German 
Edition. Post 8to. 7s. 6d. 

System of Mineralogy, by James D. Dana. New Edit. Reyised. 
With Numerous Engravings. 2 vols. 8vo. 24s. 

Cyclopaedia of Mathematical Science, by Davies and Peck. 8vn. 
Sheep. I8s. 

The Canadian Naturalist and Geologist. 8vo. Bimonthly. 3s, 

A Dictionary of Photography. By Thomas Sutton, B. A., Editor 
of "Photographic Notes." Illustrated with Woodcut Diagrams. 1 vol. 
a ( " 



crown 8vo. red edges, 7s. 6d. 

e Practice of Photograpl 
teurs, by Philip H. Delamotte, F.SJL 3rd Edition. 4s. Qd. 



The Practice of Photography ; a ManuaHor Students and Ama- 

~»el8 




TRADE, COMMERCE, AND AGRICULTURE. 

HISTORY of Coal, Coke, Coal Fields, the Winning 
and Working of Collieries, Varieties of Coal, Mine Burvejing, 
and Government Inspection. Iron, its ores and processes of 
Manufacture throughout Great Britain, France, Belgium, 8ce. 
Including Estimates of the Capital required to embark in the 
Coal, Coke, or Iron Trades ; the probable amount of profit to be realised ; 
value of Mineral Property, &c. &c. By. W. Fordyce, Author of a His- 
tory of the County Palatine of Durham. Imp. 4to. cloth. 21. IQs. ; or, in 
half morocco, 21. 12s. 6d. 

History of the Rise and Progress of the Iron Trade of the United 
States, from 1621 to 1857 ; with numerous Statistical Tables relating to 
the Manufacture, Importation, Exportation, and Prices of Iron for more 
than a Century. By B. F. French. 8vo. cloth. 10«. 

Opportunities for Industry; or. One Thousand Chances for 
Making Money. By Edwin T. Freedley, Esq. Author of " A Practical 
Treatise on Business," &c. One vol. SVo. cloth. 6s. 

" This is a better book than its title 



indicates ; its name reads like quack- 
ery, but it is really a volume full of 
curious and instructive matter, arid 
af)ounding with valuable admonitions." 
Shipping and Mercantile Gazette. 

" We quote a favourable passage 
that refers to a subject of some interest 



at the present moment — ' The Trade 
uHth Japan.' " — ^Athennum. 

** 77us is something like a book. Who 
would be poor when by purchasing it 
he may have at his disposal not less 
than one thousand and twelve chances 
of making a fortune ?* — ^Atlas. 



Hunt's Merchants' Magazine (Monthly). 25. 6d. 

Pleasant Talk about Fruits, Flowers, and Farming. By Henry 
Ward Beecher, Author of " Life Thoughts." In ornamental cloth, price 
25. M. 
Full of pleasant and valuable information not usually met with in books. 

The Midland Florist and Suburban Horticulturist, a Hand-book 
for the Amateur and Florist, conducted by Alfred G. Sutton. Published 
monthly, price 3d. 
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rienoes of Religkws 
Qtlior of** Life Thonghu.'' 

rep. " 



Summer in the Soul; or, Views and Experi 
Subjects. B7 the Rev. Henry Ward Beecher, Anth 
In rcp. 8vo. cloth extra. 2s. 6d. 

Communings upon Daily Texts, tending to a Life of Fractictl 
Holiness. ** Commiuie with yonr own heart." — Psalm iv. 4. Post 8n, 
cloth. 6s. 

Li£e Scenes from Mission Fields ; edited by the Bev. Hubbard 
Winslow. Fop. 6s. 

Motives for Missions : Addresses by the Bishops of Carlisle and 
Kipon, and others. Fcp. 8to. 8s. 

The Bible in England : by the Bev. C. D. Bell, Incumbent of St 

John's, Hampstead. 6d. 

The Miner's Sons ; Martin Luther and Henry Martyn, by the 

same Author. 12mo. Is. 

Faith in Earnest ; by the same Author. Yep. Svo. doth. It, U. 

A Complete Analysis of the Holy Bible, based on the Works of 
the learned Talbot ; by the Bev. Nathaniel West, D.D. Royal Sto. cl. 9to. 

Twelve Aspects of Christ; or, Christ All in All, by the Eef. 
George Fisk, Vicar of Malvern. Fcp. 8vo. 4s. 6d. 

The Rich Kinsman : or, the History of Ruth the Moabitess, by 
the Rev. Stephen Tyng, D.D. Post 8vo. 5s. 

The Life of the Apostle Peter ; by the Rev. Dr. Lee, Bishop of 

Delaware. Fcp. 8vo. 5s. 

History of the Old Hundredth Psalm ; by H. W. Hayergall. Sva 

3s. 6d. 

Presbyterian Looking for the Church. Fcp. 8vo. cloth. 61. 64. 

Sermons for all Seasons ; by the Rev. Charles B. Tayler, M.A. 

Fcp. 8vo. cloth. 5s. 

Sermons for Family Reading ; by the Rev. William Short, Rector 

of St. George- the- Martjrr, Queen Square. 8vo. cloth. 10s. 9d. 

Sermons for Boys : or, the Church in the Schoolroom, by the Bev. 

L. J. Bernays. Fcp. 8vo. 5s. 

Professor Upham's Life of Faith, and Interior Life. 2 vols. 5s. ^» 
each. 

Professor Upham*s Divine Union. 7s. 6d. 

Life and Experience of Madame de la Mothe Guyon. By Pro- 
fessor Upham. Edited by an English Clei^^ymaa. Crown 8to. eloUi,«ilk 
Portrait. Third Edition, 7s. 6d. 

Life of Madame Catherine Adoma; 12mo. cloth. 4s. Gd. 
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LAW AND JURISPRUDENCE. 

UMMARY of the Law of Copyright and International 
Treatises ; by Peter Burke. 12ino. 58. 

Elements of International Law; by Henry Wheaton, 
LL.D. 6th edit, royal 8to. Sis. 6d. 

History of the Law of Nations ; by the Same. Koyal Svo. cloth. 
Sis. 6d. 

Commentaries on American Law ; by Chancellor Kent. Ninth 
and entirely New Edition. 4 vols. 8vo. calf. 5/. 55. ; cloth, 4/. lOs. 

Lectures on the Constitutional Jurisprudence of the United States, 
by W. A. Daer, LL.D. I2mo. I0«. Qd. 

Principles of Political Economy ; by Francis Bowen. Svo. cl. 1 45. 

Treatise on the Law of Evidence ; by Simon Greenleaf, LL.D. 
3 vols. 8vo. calf. 4/. 4s. 

A Treatise on the Measure of Damages ; or, An Enquiry into 
the Principles which govern the Amount of Compensation in Courts of 
Justice. By Theodore Sedgwick. Third revised Edition, enlarged. 
Imperial Svo. cloth. Bis. 6d. 

Mr. Justice Story's and his Son W. W. Story's Works, 

Commentaries on the Constitution of the United States. 2 vols. Sdf. 

Familiar Exposition of the Law of Agency. Calf. 80«. 

Bailments. 30s. 

Bills of Exchange. Calf. 30s. 

Law of Contracts. 2 vols, cloth. 63s. 

Conflict of Laws. Svo. cloth. 32s. 

Equity Pleadings. Calf. 32s. 

Equity Precedents, Companion to " Pleadings ; " by Q. I. Curtis. Svo. 

calf. 30s. 
Commentaries on Equity Jurisprudence. 2 vols, cloth, 56s. Calf, 63s. 
Law of Partnership. 30s. 
Promissory Notes. Calf. 80s. 
Pleadings in Civil Actions. Calf. 25s. 



MEDICAL. 

UMAN Physiology, Statical and Dynamical; by Dr. 
Draper. 300 Illustrations. Svo. 25s. 

A Treatise on the Practice of Medicine ; by Dr. George 
B. Wood. Fourth Edition. 2 vols. 36s. 

A Treatise on Fractures, by J. F. Malgaigne, Chirurgien de 
rH6pital Saint Louis, Translated, with Notes and Additions, by John H. 
Packard, ll^.D-^^With l6lB Illustrations. Svo. sheep. 1/. Is. 

The History of Prostitution: its Extent, Causes, and Effects 
thronghont the World : by William Sanger, M.D. 8to. cloth, IA&. 
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A History of Medicine, from its Origin to the Nineteenth Century. 

By Dr. P. V. Renouard. 8vo. 18». 

Letters to a Toun? Physician just entering upon Practice ; by 
James Jackson, mTD. Fcp. 8vo. 5«. 

Lectures on the Diseases of Women and Children. By Dr. G. S. 
Bedford. 4th Edition. 8vo. 168. 

Principles and Practice of Dental Surgery j by C. A. Harris. 6th 

Edition. 8vo. 2is. 

Chemical and Pharmaceutical Manipulations ; by C. and C. Morfit 

Boyal 8to. Second Edition enlarged. 21s. 



POETRY. 

NGLISH and Scotch BaUads, &c. An extensive Col- 
lection. Designed as a Complement to the Works of the British 
Poets, and eim}racinff nearly all the Ancient and Traditionarj 
Ballads both of England and Scotland, in all the important 
yarieties of form in which they are extant, with Notices of the 
kindred Ballads of other Nations. Edited by F. J. Child. A new Edi- 
tion, revised by the Editor. 8 vols. fcap. cloth, 3s. 6d. each, uniform witk 
Bohn's Libraries. 

Saul : a Drama, in Three Parts. Second Edition, post 8to. 

cloth, 6s. 

The Fainted Window; a Poem, by M. E. Arnold. Second 

Edition, 3s. 6d. 

Sabbath Haltin^s iu Life's Wilderness : or, Sacred Poems foi 
every Sunday m the Year. By H. Outis. Fcap. 8yo. cloth, is. 6d. 

Adventures of a Summer Eve ; by W. G. T. Barter. 12mo. 6#. 

Lee Shore and other Poems ; by James M. Share. 12mo. 2f.6^. 

Poets and Poetry of Europe; by Henry W. Longfellow. 8vo. 2U. 

Poetry of the East ; by W. R. Alger. 8vo. 6f. 

Codrus ; a Tragedy, by Richard Neal. Fcap. 8vo. cloth. 2s. 6dr 

Shakespeare's Tragedy of Hamlet : 1 603- 1 604. Being the first and 
second Editions <? Shakespeare's great drama, faithfully reprinted with 
old-faced type on fine-toned paper, by Josiah Allen, jun. of Birminghsm. 
from the Duke of Devonshire's celebrated copies, and dedicated, by peff> 
mission, to his Grace. 8vo. cloth, lOtf. 6d. ; morocco, 2I«. 

VOPUIaAR BOOKS AT VOPULAlk PRICES. 

|LICE CAREY'S Pictures of Country Life. 1#. 6d. 
Angel over the Right Shoulder. If. 
Boy Missionary ; by Mrs. J, M. Parker. 1«. 6d, 
Domestic Servants, their Duties and Rights; by a Barrister, li. 




List of Publications. 15 

Dred; by Mrs. H. B. Stowe. (160th thousand.) Is. 6rf. 

Fools' Pence, and other Tales ; by C B. Tayler, M. A. 2<. 6<i. 

Life Thoughts. By the Rev. Henry Ward Beecher. 2«. , 

Lights and Shades of Australian Life. 1«. ^d. 

Mabel Vaughan ; by the Author of " The Lamplighter." \s. 6d. 

Nothing to Wear, and Two Millions, by William Allen Butler. 1 s. 

Power of Prayer; by Dr. Prime. Is. 

Records of Alder brook ; by Emily Judson. Is. 

Rifle, Axe, and Saddlebags. Is. 6d, 

Shadyside ; by a Pastor's Wife. Is. 

Tales and Sketches (complete) ; by Mrs. Stowe. Is. 

Truth ; by Charles B. Tayler, M.A. Is. 6d. 

Waikna; or. Adventures on the Mosquito Shore. li>. 6d, 

Wolfert's Roost, and other Tales ; by Washington Irving. Is. 

FICTION. 

HE Professor at the Breakfast Table. By Oliver Wen- 
dell Holmes, Author of the " Autocrat at the Breakfast 
Table." New Edition. Fcap. 3*. 6d. 

Types of Womanhood ; in Four Stories. Reprinted 
from " Eraser's Magazine," " Household Words," &c. Story 1. Our Wish. 
Story 2. Four Sisters. Story 3. Bertha's Love. Story 4. The OrdeaL 
By the Author of *' Ethel," "Sister Anne," &c. Fcap. cloth, fancy 
boards. 2s. 

The Ansels' Song ; a Christian Retrospect. By Charles B. Tay- 
ler. With Illustrations. 6s. 

Blanche NeviUe ; a Tale of Married Life. By Rev. C. D. Bell. 6s. 

The 160th Thousand of Mrs. Beecher Stowe's " Dred." 2s. 6d. 
Cheap edition. Is. 6d. 

Right at Last, and other Tales. By Mrs. Gaskell, Author of 

" Mary Barton," in 1 vol. post 8vo. lOs. Qd. 

The Woman in White. By Wilkie Collins, Author of « The 
Dead Secret," 3 vols, post 8vo. Second Edition. Sis. 6d. 

Antonina : or, the Fall of Rome. By Wilkie Collins, Author of 
" The Woman in White," &c. New I^dition, in one volume^ post 8vo. 
steel frontispiece by H. K. Browne, 5s. 

The Eye Witness of Many Wonderful Things. By C. Allstcm 
Collins, Esq. With an Engraving on^Steel by H. K. Browne (Phis). 
' Post 8vo. cloth, 6s. 
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Fiction — continued. 



The Cruise of the " Frolic:" or, the Yachting Adventures of 
Barnaby Brine, R.N. By w. H. Q. Kingston, Author of ** Peter the 
Whaler." In 2 vols, post 8yo. 21*. 



's Wooing : a Tale of New England. By the Author 
lom's Cabin." Two Editions : — 1. In poet 8to. cloth, -with 



The Minister' 
of " Uncle Tom' 

Thirteen Illustrations by Hablot K. Browne, Is. 6d.—2. Popular Edition, 
crown 8to. cloth, with a Design by the same Artist. 2s. 6a. 



When the Snow Falls. By W. Moy Thomas. A Book for Christ- 
mas and the Fireside. 2 vols, post 8to. 1/. Is. 



" A story book that will not quickly 
fall out of request. There is a deli- 
cacy of conception in the tales often 



poetical, and the carefulness of their 
execution is a comfort to all educated 
readers." — Examiner. 



Round The Sofa, by the Author of " Mary Barton," " Life of 
Charlotte Bronte." 2 vols. Post 8vo. Second Edition. 2\s. 

Mabel Vaughan ; by Miss Cummins, Author of ** The Lamp- 
lighter." Edited by Mrs. Gaskell. Cloth, 8s. Qd. Cheap edition. Is. U. 



racter, and one which may be safely 
held up for admiration." — Saturday 
Beview. 

" ' Mabel Vaughan ' is a quiet and 
intensely good story — the book is care- 
ftilly written."— ^^A«ntfw». 



" Had we our will, the women of 
England should each possess a copy 
of ' Mabel Vaughan.' " — , Wesleyan 
Times. 

** We wish it success for the sake of 
the pure intention with which it was 
written. Mabel is a charming cha- 

\* In ordering this book, specify Mrs. (Haskell's Edition, as the Author 
has no interest in any other. 

El Fureidis : a Tale of Mount Lebanon and the Christian Set- 
tlements in Syria. By Maria S. Cummins, Author of "The Lamp- 
lighter." Fcap. 8vo. 2s. M. — Also, Library Edition, Second Thousand. 
2 vols, crown 8vo. cloth gilt, 10s. 6(2. 



<* One of the best novels of modem 
times : a novel as rich in pure senti- 
ment as it is in Christian philosophy, 
and as glowing in its portraiture of 
Oriental life as in its description of 
scenery." — City Press. 

** The author has made good use of 
her material, and has shown both 
skill and industry : she has evidently 
taken great pains with her work." — 
Athenaum. 



" A thoroughly good book." — Jdorti- 
ing Star. 

" The best novels, of which ' £1 
Fureidis ' is one." — Glasgow Herald. 

** Not only has Miss dummins en- 
hanced her reputation by her present 
production, but literature has gained 
a valuable acquisition in this spirited 
and heart-stirring romance of * £1 
Fureidis.' "—Leader. 



Cliiswick Press :~Whittingham and WUkins, Tooka Court, ChaDcery Lane. 



